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PREFACE. 



I HAD reafoa to fuppofe that the laft 
political and military work I (hould be- 
queath to pofterity would be the hiftory of 
what had pafled in Europe, from the year 
1756 to the year 1763, when the peace of 
Hubertfburg was concluded. After fo many 
laborious campaigns, by which my confti- 
tution had been deftroyed^ my advanced age 
began to make me fenlible of thofe infirmi- 
ties which were the neceffary refult, gave 
me a glimpfe of the goal of |ile which I 
wa$ approaching^ and induced me to fore- 
bode that the only fervices I could hereafter 
render the ftate would be to efface, by a 
fage and adive adminiftration, the infinite 
evils which war had inflicted on all the pro« 
vinces of the Pruflian monarchy* There 

* was 
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wis rcafon to hope, after the violent fliockg 
which had been felt by Europe during the 
laft war, that calm ferenity would fucceed 
to ftorms fo numerous. The preponderate 
ing powers were wearied, bytheprodipous 
efforts thpy had been obliged to make. The 
exhaufte4 ftate of their finances infpifed 
fentiinents of moderation, which banifhed 
that animofity to the indulgence of which 
tjiey had yielded with but too much unror 
ferve. Weary at length of fo many ufelefai 
labours, they were only defiroua of confirm* 
ing the public tranquillity. ' ' 

This tranquillity was ftill jnore neoeflary 
to Pruffia than to the reft of Europe, for (he 
had home almoft the whole burthen of the 
war. It is impoflible to pidure the ftate of 
this kingdom, except by the image of a man 
whofe body is pierced by a thoufand fwords,. 
weaketied by the lofs of blood, and i;eady 
to fink under the weight of his fufferings; 
for whom.xegiinen was neccjffary to his cpn- 
valeftence, , reftoratives to give Jii^ vigour^ 
and balms to heal hi^ wounds. ' Under fuch 
drcumftances, government could only fol- 
low the example of* a wife phyfician, who, 

aided 
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p.ldcdby time and gentle remedies, recovers 
the powers of an extenuated body, 

Thefe confideratiota were fo forcible that 
"the domeftic government of the ftate jib- 
forbed my whole attention. The nobility 
were exhaufted, the people ruined; nume- 
rous villages had been burned; many towns 
had been deftroyed, as well by fieges as by 
incendiaries fuborned by the enemy. One 
univerfal anarchy had overthrown all order; 
the police and the government of finances 
were in the utmoft confofion; in a word, 
defolation was become general. Add, to 
thefe numerous embarraflments, that of the 
death of the old counfellors and minifters 
of finance, during the coiirfe of the war; 
fo that, fingly as I may fay and unfupported, 
I was obliged to feledt new agents, and at 
the fame time to form them to the exercife 
jp{ thofe offices to which they were deftined. 
}ior ^was the army in a better fituation 
than the reft of the country. Seventeen 
battles had cut off the flower of the officers 
and the foldiers; the regiments were half 
4eftroyed, and compofed in part of defer- 
jers^ or of prifoners taken from the enemy. 

Order 
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Order had almoft difappeved, ^nA difd* 
pline wa$ fo much relaxed that our old 
corps of infantry were not fuperior to new 
r^fed militia. It w^s (herefor« neceflitry to 
ihink of recruitir^ the regim^ents, and of 
re-eftablifhing or^er and difcipline; parti- 
cularly of infpiring^ the young officers with 
the love of glory, that this degraded body 
of men might recover its ancient energy. 

The picture whi^h politics prefented was 
not more flattering than that we have ex- 
pofed to view. The condudk of England, 
toward the clofe of the lafl: war, had broken 
off 9ur alliance with that power. The fepa«* 
rate peaccfhe ha^d concluded with France, the 
negotiations fhe had s^ttempted in Ruflia, to 
embroil me with the emperor Peter III. the 
advances fhe h^^d Riade %X the court of Vi- 
enna, to facrifice my in.terefts to that courts 
all thefe inftances of ill faith having diflblved 
the connections. ^Khich had united me to 
Great Britain, I w^ left after the general 
peace fmgle, and deftijtute of allies in Eu- 
rope. 

This critical fituation was not however 

of long juration; for, toward the end of 

, 2 the 
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the y&ar 1763, afikirs aflumed a mote fa* 
voilnJ)Ie afped:. The coiut of Ruflia had 
bcbn ftunned, as it were, by the fuddea 
revolution which had happened there, and 
time was jieceflaty to recover recoUedion. 
Scarcely had the new emprefs fecured her 
doooteftic government before (he extended 
her views, and made approaches to Pruffia. 
At firft) thefe were nothing more than ex- 
planations; but the mutual necellity of 
union was foon feen not to be problematic. 
At thfe time that this negotiation began to 
fltenglhcrt) Auguftus III. king of Poland 
died ; and this unexpected event was fuflS- 
cient to accelerate the conclufion of a de- 
fenfitre alllahtej bettveen RufSa and Pruffia. 
The emprefs wiflied to difpofe of the vacant 
throne at her pleafilirb j and Pruffia was the 
ally that baft might cdndiiee to effeft this 
ptirpofe. Staniflaus Poniatowfky was ac- 
cordingly, fooh after, cleded king of Po- 
land. 

Nor Would this eleSion have been attend- 
ed with any difagrceable confequehces, had 
the emprefs flopped there; but fhe further 
ttquired the republic ihould grant very^con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable privileges to the diffidents. Tht{6 
toew pretenlions excited a univerfal infur-* 
region, iri Poland. The grandees of the 
kingdom implored the fuccotlr/of the Turk; 
war foon after was kindled, and the Ruffian 
armies had only to appear in order to van- 
quifh the Muflulmen in all then: encoun«« 
ters. 

This war changed the whole political fy£» 
tern of Europe, A new career being opened^ 
he mull have been without addrefs, or bu- 
ried in ftupid torpor, who fhould have neg- 
leded to profit by fo advantageous an op- 
portunity. I had read the beautiful alle- 
gory of Boyardo. I therefore took time by 
the forelock, and, by dint of negotiation, I 
effeded an indemnification in favour of our 
monarchy for all its paft lofles, by incorpo- 
rating PolLfli Pruffia with my former pro- 
vinces. This was one of the moft impor- 
tant acquifitions we could poffibfy make; 
becaufe it joined Pomerania and Eaftern 
Pruffia, and, by rendering us matters of the 
Viftula, we gained the double advantage of 
being able to defend this kingdom, and of 
levying very confiderable tolls on the Vif- 
3 tula; 
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tuk; -the ^hole trade of "PolaiMl being cari 
tied on upon that river*^ - 
* The attainment of-PomercUia, which will 
ftand as an epocha in the annals of Pruilia, 
has . appesdred to me a ciroumflance fuffi- 
ciently remarkable to betranfmitted at length 
to pofterity ;; dTpecially as I myfelf was a 
witnefa of and an aflor in the fcene. The 
original pieces of the negotiations which I 
fliall expofe, in the courfe of the work, are 
all to be found among the archives of PruC- 
fian foreign affairs. I haye divided thefe 
memoirs into three chapters. The firft 
treats of negotiations and political affairs^ 
from the peace of Hubertiburg to the paci- 
fication of Poland. The fecond embraces 
affairs of finance ; the new branehes of com- 
merce that have been eft^blifhed; the lands 
that have been cleared, ia various provinces; 
the produfts of Weftem Pruffia, and the 
improvements of which it ftill is fufceptible. 
The third contains all thofe objeds that 
have any relation to the army^ its eftablifh- 
ment^ its augmentation; the number of new 
corps levied, after the acquifition of Pome- 
rellia : the ftate of the troops, which was 

fixed 
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fixed in tiine of peeiee it a* hundred and 
eighty-fix thoufand men; th« artilleiy^ and 
all the arrangements neceflary to give mo- 
tion to the mafs. 

I ought at the fame time to inform the 
reader that, haying fdt fome repugnance to 
fpeak continually of myfelf throughout a 
long narration, I have preferred fpeaking 
of fads in the third perfon to an egotifm 
fo difgufting. I fhall therefore (imply con- 
fine myfelf to the office Of a hiftoriaii, who 
is defirous of defcribing, with truth and 
precifion, the events which happened in his 
time, without either exaggerating or falii- 
fying the fiiialleft circumflances. I nevet 
dilrihg iny life deceived any dne^ ftill lef^ 
wbuki I deceive poftferity* 
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p/thi State of PoUftcs, from the Year 1763 /# 
' tbtTear ijJSi 

I J^ order to obtain a juft idea of tixe ^oikkal 
fituattion of Europe, after the peace of Hu» 
Wtiburg, it is requifite we OioHld recoiled: thai: 
ail its kingdoms were nearly ift a like pippor* 
tionr exhaufled. France had niade peace :wi$h 
£nghnd> becaufe (he wanted itrfficient fbnds 
for the campaign of the year 1 763. Nor would 
the emprefe queen have concluded die peace of 
Hubertlburg, if her peculiar refources had not 
vot. IV. . B xMdky 
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totally felled. The king of Pruffia only was 
ftill in poffcffion of ready money, becaufe he 
had always had the prudence to keep the fup- 
plies for the year in advance in his trcafury. 
The want of fpecie influenced political views, 
and each power was defirous of maintaining the 
public tranquillity, that it might gain time te 
recover its ftrength* 

Probably this was one of the caufes which 
moft contributed to the continuance of the treaty 
that had been concluded at Verfailles, between 
the emperor, France, and Spam. Auftria no 
doubt was moft benefited by this treaty ; becaufe 
that, being fure of France, (he had nothing to 
fear either in Flanders or in Italy ; and thus it 
was in her power to employ all her forces againft 
Pruflia, if it Ihould become needful. France, 
on the other part, in fafety from the formidable 
houfe of Auftria, beheld her frontiers in no 
danger of infuk ; and, as fhe- could forefee no 
poi&bility of a continental war, Ihe was enabled 
to confine her whole attention to the increafe of 
her navy ; which, added to that of Spain> might 
hereafter infpire the Englifh fleets with awe». 

Thefe provident views were well founded. 
The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle had been too 
precipitately concluded: many points which 
ought to have been: clearly explained were but 

flightly 
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flightly hientioned ; as that of the right of 6Q1* 
ing, granted to the French on the banks oPNew^ 
fbundland; the Manilla lunfom^ which £ng<* 
land demanded from Spain ; and other matters 
%rhich, in reality, were of fmall importance, 
but which were fufficient to fupply thofe reftlefs 
men with pretences who fhould with to excite 
difturbances. 

Neither were reafons of reciprocal conve- 
nience the only ones which united the twe houfes 
of Bourbon to the renovated houfe of Hapf- 
burg ; the chara6ter and mode of thinking of 
the minifters who governed at Vienna and Ver- 
failles did not lefs contribute. Prince Kaunitz, 
of a haughty and imperious mind, regarded the 
treaty of Verfailles as his chef-d^oeuvre in poli- 
tics. He applauded himfelf for having dilarm- 
cd thfe ancient enemies of the houfe of Airfbria ; 
and for having foreftalled their fcrvices, in be- 
half of the emperor, againft the king of Prufiia. 
The duke dc Choifeul was bom in Lx>rrainc ; 
his father, the count de Stainville, had been 
fent amba£&dor from the court of Vienna, to 
France ; fo that the duke^ ftill imagining him- 
felf a vaflTal of the emperor, was in his heart 
more attached to Auftria than to France. It 
therefore was not wonderful that the propenfi- 
ties of thefe two prime minifters (hould fupport 
B 2 the 



tht ^IfiarKb they hssul fomied ; or diot this n^ 
aiicc fhould contiiiue^ fo long di tki promotes 
of k (bovild prcftirve their lAflaence ortf tte 
qpimis of their m^era. 

Turning bilr eyes hcnst toward Pniffiat w^ 
tjierc ihitU pdrocive diac kingdom fbmditig. 
ah]ne> and. witluMJt ill ailijmce.^*«Her4 foUow 
the reafons. 

Wfaea Mr. Pitt quitted the hnba his place 
wa5 btftovei' xipoh lord Bute^ a Stotch earL 
This Eftglidi min^r broke <^ all the cxmiiec^ 
twns H^hidh fubfifbed between the two courts. 
Englahd> as we have before faid, having con* 
^hided peace with !FratiiCe» had fiarifioed to her 
(he^ toterefts of ffufBft ; aad had oiered the 
conqu#t(tof Sikfia to the houfe of Auftri!.; thai^ 
by favour of tins fcrvicc^ thfc ateient ties be- 
tween :the Imperial court ^d that of Great Bri* 
tain ^ght be r^mewed* As if thjsfe proceed* 
ingifs had; (till facenaHfufficiemi lord Bvite had fet 
every engine a£ work, at PeWriburg, to embroil 
^e }iiug with the emptor Peter HI, in which 
attempts however he. wa$ unfucce&ful. Ill faith (6 
r^ated bad idtcrrUpxed flfU the firitndfliip which 
had before exifted between Pruffia aiid Engbud; 
and, to that alliance which recipifocil wants had 
proeluced^ maligmity the tnoft potent^ an^lu^ed 
' ihe mofl violeiK^ fiiicCecded* Thus it happei%ed 

that 
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that the king r^rmnci fingljr on, iKe field of 
battle; where indeed no ont came to attack 
him, but neither did ftny perfoja prefem Wmfeif 
fyr his defence ; a Htwrnm only fupportable by 
being (hort, and which could not long endure; 
for which reafw it prefently underwem g change* 
Toward the clofe of the year 1763, negotia* 
tions were begun in Ruflia for the conclufion 
of A defenfive alliance with that power* The 
only perfon well inclined toward Pruffia, at that 
time at Peterfburg, was fount Panin. The 
^icient enemy of the king, chancellor Beftuchef, 
that promoter rf all the mifunderftandings that 
had happened between the two courts, clan* 
deftinely opppfed the negotiatloni and was fup^ 
ported in the private cair of the emprefs by 
count Orlow. The courts of Vienna and Drcfn 
den fecretly caballed* as much as they wem 
able, that they, Height traverfc count Solms, 
The Aiiftrians reprcfented to the emprefs of 
Ruflia that theirs was th? pnjy power the alli- 
loce of which could be advantageous to the 
Mufcovites; beeaufe that the court of Vienna 
only could affift them againft the* Turks, their 
common epemy. The Saxons had other rear 
fons for endeavouring to counteract the nego* 
tiations of count Solms. They folicited the 
fl^pport and proteftion of the cmprefi, that they 
83 W\^t 
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might thereby clear the road to the fucceffion 
of the throtie of Poland, whenever Auguftus. 
III. (hould die. The Saxons, governed by 
count Bruhl, the Conftant foe of the Pniffians, 
were befide difpofed to join their intrigues to 
thofe of any other power, to impede or dinunifh 
whatever might give influence to the king, in 
the affau-s of Europe. . 

Some pcquliar event was ncccflary to termi* 
nate this crilis, and it came in good time. Au* 
gullus III. king of Poland died at Drefden, on 
the 4th of Oftobcr, of the fame year, 1763. 
His fon, the ele&or of Saxony, foon followed 
his father to the grave. The grandfon of Au- 
guftus, who then became elector, was at that 
time in his minority. Thcfe two fo fudden 
deaths, added to a young prince in his mino- 
rity, quickly chahged the face of aiTairs ; and 
the intrigues and cabals of the French, the 
Saxons, and the Auftrians, were afterward all 
Ineffedual at Petcpburg. Count Panin gained 
his caufc, and became prime minifter ; and, in 
confequence of the afcendcncy he poflefled over 
the mind of the emprefs, he perfuadcd her to 
place a piafte * on the throne of Poland. That 
(he might proceed with greater certainty, Cathe* 

* A noble Pole, of a fknily fuppofed to be 4cfcend^4 
from the ancient kings of Poland, T. 

fine 



v^ 



MEMOIRS AFTER THE PEACE. J 

tint commvmicated her projefts to the king of 
Pruffia, who promifed them his fupport; and, 
without waiting till^ the treaty which then was 
negotiating at Peterfburg was figned, his am- 
baflader at Warfaw was inflruAed to aid the 
Ruffian ambafiador, who was then in that capi« 
tal, and to make the mod powerful and ner- 
vous infinuations, relative to the future eledtion, 
as well to the primate as to the grandees of Po» 
land. This well-imagined proceeding at length 
brought the irrefolution of the court of I^eterf- 
burg to a decifion ; the Ruffian minifters indi- 
cated to their fovereign how much their nego- 
tiations had been facilitated by the affiHance 
given by the king of Pruffia; and this finally 
determmed Catherine to conclude the alliance 
which the monarch had propofed. In the 
month of January, 1764, the counter plan was 
fent from Berlin to count Sohns ; and, after 
fome difficulties had been furmounted, relative 
to the concurrence and affiftancc which the em- 
prefs required from the ki^g, the important 
treaty was figned, fome time in the month of 
March* 

To avoid being tedious, I (hall content my- 

fclf with relating, in a few words, the fubflance 

of the treaty.-rit was limited, and was to con* 

tinue in force only eight years. The mutual^ 

B4 guaran- 



S rorTHVMOtrs work^. 

guarantee of the poffeffion of the two contraft* 
ing powers was ftipulated; nor was truce,, or 
peace, to be made without the confent of both. 
A reciprocal aid was promifed of a body of ten 
thoufand foot^ and two thoufand hoife; and, 
by a fecret article, it was agreed that, (hould 
the king be attacked on the banks of the Rhihe, 
or the emprefs toward the Crimea, this fuccour 
(hould be rated at the annual fum of four hun^ 
dred thoufand rubles, or four hundred and 
eighty thoufand Pruffian crowns. With refpedt 
to Poland, the parties erigaged to oppofe the 
^orernment of thi§ kingdom becoming herer 
ditary, and not to fufFer the enterprifes of any 
to fucceed who Ihould endeavour to change the 
form of government, and to introduce monar- 
chical power in Poland. It was further pro- 
mifed to proteft the diflidents againft the op*i 
prcffion of the national church; and, finally, 
by a fecret convention, which was figned on 
the fame day, it was agreed that the eledion 
fliotdd alight on a piafte, and this piafte was 
Staniflaus Poniatowflty, Stolnic of Lithuania, 
long known to the emprefs of Ruffia^ and whofc 
perfon (he had found agreeable. 

Ten thoufand Ruffians foon approached 
Warfaw, while the Pruffians, on the frontiers of 
Poland, gave demonftmtions which might con- 
vince 
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%ifice tfadfe republicans^ ts well as foreign p6w<^ 
ers^ that thofe who fhoyld wi(h to oppofe the 
cjffftiofi^ cofiflrary co th^ wHl of Ruflia and 
iPni^z^ wonW iM^d tvkh >vhom they bad to 
contend; and thm might indiice tliem^ moce 
l^tn oiice^ to chink ferioufly on the fut^eft. 
The thpe drew nig^ when the diet of de^ioA 
was to aflemble^ and the dignity of the two 
courts was enough conceriied to fend thither a 
titJed ^mbaffador of the firft or<kr. The king 
;^pointed the pmce of Cai^cdath^ Schoxsuch to 
^$ etftbftflyi who immediately repaiircd to 
Warfaw* 

The £nrnY of the diet was dianged : it was 

s^enibled (May) under the title of a confedera- 

tion^ diereby to annul the Uierum v^tOj or the 

Nie Pos vallum of the oondrary party, and that 

the plurality of votes might be fufficient to 

fand:i6a the refohitions which the deputies of 

the Palaiinates were to be obliged to take. To 

thb diet another fvecceededi in the month of 

Auguft^ which in lilce manner aflumed the form 

<|f a confederation ; and it was the latter which 

on the 7th erf September, by the forcible recom- 

inendations and fup^rt of the Ruffian and Pruf ^ 

fian ambai&idors, unanimouffly elef^ed Staniflaus; 

Poniatowiky king of Poland. His title, as 

7 fochi 
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fuch^ was acknowledged by all the powers of 
Europe. 

A third diet was neceflary for the coronation;. 
The CzartorinflLies, uncles of the new king, 
prevailed on tlie confederation^ which ftili fub-^ 
lifted, to entirely abolilh the Uberum Vito^ hf 
which they would have been rendered the ab» 
folute mafters of the dcUberations of the repub- 
lic. The king of Pruffia, fearing thcfe efforts^ 
might be attended with difagreeable confe- 
quencesj by introducing a very confiderable^ 
change in the government of a republics the 
provinces of which lay fo near his own, informed 
the court of Pcterfburg of their proceedings, 
which entered into his views. They ftill how* 
ever fuffered the form of the confederation to 
remain, till the enfuing diet. 

1765. What followed were but fruitlefs ne- 
gotiations for the abolition of a general tax, 
which the diet of convocation had fubftituted to 
a ux on the nobility. This new regulation be* 
ing contrary to the antecedent treaty of Welau,. 
the king was authorifcd in making repiifals 
upon the republic. The fieur Goltz was fent to 
Warfaw, to accommodate the difference. The 
emprefs of Ruffia was appointed arbitratrix, 
and the newly inftituted taxes were abolifhed 
by both parties. 

The 
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The court of Peterfburg, diflatisficd with the 
conduft of the king of Poland^ and ftill more 
by that of his uncles^ the Czartorinlkies, by 
whom he was governed, fent the iieur Saldern 
to Warlaw, to obferve them^ and to make 
proper remonftrances, that they might employ 
greater moderation and wifdom in their proce- 
dure. 

From Warfaw this negotiator made a journey 
to Berlin, being charged with vaft prqjefts, 
which had been formed by count Panin, whofe 
incliimtion led him to the oftentatious and thp 
fplendid. Saldern, who neither poflefled the 
forms of breeding nor duftility of mind, fpoke 
in the tone of a Roman dictator, that he might 
enforce the king to give his confent for the ac- 
ceffion of England, Sweden, Denmark, and Sax- 
ony, to the treaty of Peterfburg. An cnterprifc 
like this being totally contrary to the interefts of 
Prufiia, it was imppffiblc the king fhould com- 
ply. How in cfFed could it be fuppofcd the 
king would enter into arrangements with Eng- 
land, after the treatment he had received from 
that power? The aid which could be obtained 
from Sweden, Denmark, and Saxony, was a 
nullity ; for thefe powers could only be enabled 
to aft by paying them heavy fubfidies ; and ftill 
SfiQtCp being in friendfllip with Ruffia, they might 

too 
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too much participate that influence which the 
king himfclf there hoped to obtain. It was 
therefore better timely to keep them at a dif- 
tance; and efpecially becaufe competitors ought 
not to be multiplied without ncceiSty. 

All thefe reafons concurred to make the king 
decline the propofitiohs of the fieur Saldern. 
The ambaflador took fire^ imagining himfelf to 
be the praetor Popilius, and fuppofing his majcfty 
to be Antiochus, king of Syria. He wifliccj 
to prcfcribe laws to a monarch : but the king, 
not in the lead beUeving himfelf to be the 
fovereign of the Syrians, difmifled the mi- 
nifter with all poffible coolnefs, afTuring him 
that he fhould ever be the friend of the 
Ruffians, but never their Have. Diffatisfied 
with having found a prince fo little fubmif- 
five to his commands, Saldern repaired from 
Berlin to Copenh^en; where, wholly at his 
eafe, difplaying his defpotifm and his unlimited 
pretenfionsy he fo entirely fubjugs^ted the mind 
of the kmg of Denmark that he difmiffed the 
minifkers and generals who difpleafed him, and 
fubftituted his creatures in their ftead; after 
which he concluded an eventual treaty of ex- 
change, between the dutchy of Holftein Gottorpj^ 
\lfhich was to revert to Denmark, ^d the coun- 
ties 
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ties of Oldenburg and DeUnMhorft, which 
the princes of Holftein were to recJcive in lie* 
of&kt 4utchy tbe^ were to loft. 

Toward the tod of the! year, anotha: diet wai 
«flkribl6d in Poland* The emprefs of Ruflia 
declared herfyf the prot^ftrefs of thediffidents^ 
t certain m»aiber of whom were of the Greek 
thuirch. She required that the free exwcife of 
t^^r religion Ihould be granted them, and that 
they might be capable of a^ing in any pdl of 
gohrerhment) as well as tbeir rival countrymen. 
This propditfon Was die cau& o^ ^ the trou- 
bles and the wiirs whidi followed^ The Pruf- 
fiaa envoy piiefented a nMmorial to the diet, to 
infimqite to them that his mafter could not be* 
hoid the abolition of the Uietim VitOj the levy^ 
log of new tistxesi and the augmentation <^ the 
- troops of the crowii, widi an indifferent eye ; 
and the republic paid refpeft to this remon*^ 
firance. 

It had not the fame complaifance ^ the pri^ 
vileges which had been demanded in favour of 
the diffidents. Far from paying deference, the 
diet, in a kind of fanatic enthufiafm, cc^nfirmed 
the laws of which the diffidents had mod caufe 
to complain. The moil favourable thbg the 
cowt of R\^a was able to obtain was to difiolve 

the 
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die diet, and thq confederation by which it had 
been formed. 

1 766. Stung to the quick at the unniannered 
infolence of the Poles toward her^ the emprefs 
came to a refolution to fupport the caufe of the 
difliclents by open force. She immediately in- 
vited the king to co-operate in the meafuret 
which (he intended to uke ; and this he had 
already engaged himfelf to perform, in virtue 
of bis or eaty of Sluice. 

During all thefe agitations of Poland, the 
marriage of the prince of Pruffia with the prin- 
cefs Elizabetlb the fourth daughter of the duke 
of Brunfwick, was concluded. Four perfons 
were concerned in the fucceifion. The prince 
of PrufGa; prince Henry, who was foon after 
carried oflF by the fmall-pox; prince Henry, 
brother of the king; and prince Ferdinand, 
who at that time had no male heir. 

1767. But let us return to Poland, from 
which we have wandered. The defpotifm with 
which the court of Pcterfburg afted in that re- 
public was revolting to the Sarmatians, and in- 
duced a part of Europe to oppofe Ruflia. It 
was with difficulty that the court of Vienna 
could conceal its jealoufy and difcontent. France, 
which ftill preferved the remains of that fpirit 
of grandeur that had fo highly manifefted itfelf 

< in 
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in the time of Louis XIV. could iU brook any 
great change Ihould be efFeded in Europe, in 
which ihe fhould take no part. The duke de 
Choifeul, who enjoyed the royal puiflance with- 
out the tide of royalty, was the moft reftlefs 
and the lead forbearing man to whom France 
ever gave birth. He beheld the eleftion of a 
king of Poland, without the concurrence of his 
mafter, as an inflilt on the kingdom. To re- 
venge this ideal affront, he would imme(Uacely 
have engaged France in a new war, had he not 
been reftrained by the poverty of the flate, and 
by the diflike of Louis XV. for any fuch pro- 
jedls. He found fome compenfation for his in- 
iability to aft by oppofing the Ruffians whenever 
he found an opportunity. Thus, that he might 
rcfiife the emprefs the title of Imperial majdfty, 
he had recourfe to the French academy, which 
was obliged to decide that the expreflion was 
not good French. This is pitiful vengeance, 
unworthy of enlarged minds ; nor Ihould I re- 
port fuch wretched artifices, did they not depift 
"the charaifters of men. 

The emperor Francis I. had died, at In- 

Ipruck, in the year 1765. His fon Jofeph II. 

who had been crowned king of the Romans, 

Tuccecdcd him without oppofition. This young 

' prince made a tour into Bohemia and Saxony, 

th^t 
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that he might examine the ground which had 
beep the theatre of the lad war* As he was to 
pafs dirough Torgau^ the king propofed an in* 
tervicw between them, which wasrefufed, by th^ 
cfmpreTs^s mother and prince Kaunitz. The 
emperor felt fome chagrin at this reiufal^ and 
caufed the king of Pruffia to be informed that 
he would find mea^s to make reparation for 
the rudei^efs which his pedagogues had obliged 
him to coounitf 

The difcontent of the Poles was become how^ 
ever almoft gpncnL The whole nadon exs 
claimed aloud. Might they have been believed^ 
the Rufllans were attempting the deilni£Uon of 
Uie Catholic religion ; and every prince, bprii 
in the bofom of the Apoftolic wid Komaa 
rhurchi was in confcience obliged to come to 
thdr affiftance. Thefe clamours often repeated 
i:)egan to make fome impreffion on the court of 
Vienna. The ill humour of the emprefs occa- 
iioncd fome motions of the troops in the Au- 
ftrian provinces; military arrangements were 
begun, not fuch as are neceffary for immedi- 
.ately taking the field, but of the nature of thofe 
which are the preludes of any grand meditated 
defign. The rumour of thefe warlike prepara- 
tions, which every where began to be fpread,. 
gave fome alarm to the court of Petcrfburg ; 

and 
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lUid the fears with which they infpired the em«» 
|)reBM>f Ruffia were the caufe that a fecret con- 
vention Was entered into, between Mufcovy 
and Pruilia^ which was promptly concluded* 
(Af)ril 23d.) 

The fubilance of this was that the emprefs 
flhould march a body of troops into Poland, to 
the fupport of the diflidents ; aqd, in order to 
avoid giving new umbrage to the court of Vien- 
na; the aid w^ich the king (hould afford to the 
entcrpri2fes of the Ruffians fhould be confined 
to vigorous declarations, fuCh as might intimi^ 
date the diifatisfied ; but it was agreed that> if 
the court of Vienna (hould march troops into 
Poland to commence hoftilities i^ainft the 
RulSans, his majefty then fhould declare him^ 
fclf, aft openly againfl the Auftriansj and evcit 
makfe a* powerful divcrfion into their pro* 
vinces. 

It was furtheit agreed that, in confideration 
of this War which the king would have to fuf- 
tain, folely to promote the intcrcfts of Ruffia>, 
the emprefs fhould affifl him with a body of her 
&rces, and fliould procure him fome proper 
rtcompenfe whenever peace fhould be con- 
cluded. The connexions which daily became 
biore indmate between the king and Ruflia^ 
overawed the cpvut of Vienna; and^ as the 

VOL. iv« C perils 



perils to which (he would be cipofed vrcit 
more conftdcrable than the advantages (he coul4 
procure herfelf, (lie thought proper to remain 
a tranquil fpeftator of thcfe proceedings. 

During the prefentyear, 1767, the maniagl 
of the princefs Wilheknina, the king^s niece, 
was celebrated with the jMihce of Or^fige. Thi* 
marriage could have no political influence. It 
went no further than to procure a proper cft&» 
bli(hment for a princefs of the blood. 

Let us again return to the isrfTairs rf Poland. 
The diffidents, following the iiAigations of 
RvriEa, formed a confederaticto^ and were pro- 
tected by the Mufcovite troops, which had 
ktely entered the kingdom. The Pruflian refi- 
dent, at Warfaw, at the feme time declared that 
the king muft fupport the diffidents in confe- 
qutece of a claufe in the treaty of Oliva, 
and of his alliance with the emprefs of Ruflia; 
and that he intreated the republic to take their 
grievances into confideration. The king of 
Poland granted the deputies of thefe diifidcnts 
an audience, wWch was produftive of ^Jenatus- 
c^fiUum (Oftober 5th) that convoked an extra- 
ordinary diet. 

The diet aflemblcd under the proteftion of the 
llufliaa troops that furrounded Waifaw. Prince 
Repnin,ambaf&do5 from Catharine, employed 

Aone^ 
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itiibnt but violent methods to rui:^ugate the diet. 
iic carried off the bilhop of Cracovia, the biOiop 
<tf toow^ aftd the fecond crown general Reze- 
xvu&y, all of them declared enemies of the difli- 
dents, who were fent into banifhment beyond 
Mofcow, toward Siberia. The other nuncio* 
Hvere obliged to limit the duration of the diet 
to the fiift of FebruJtry, 1768*; and commif- 
(aries ^ere nominated with powers to conclude 
fcffairs definitively, in the name of the republic. 

1768. The Ruffian ambaflador, the Pruf- 
iian, and thofe of the proteftant courts, as 
Well as the marihals of the diffidents, were 
prefcnt at the fittings of thefe commiffioners, by 
whom ah a6t was figned, in virtue of which the 
tiiffidentt were re-^eftablilhed in all their rights. 
They foon after proceeded to fign the cardinal 
laws of the kingdom, by which the power of 
the firft offices of the republic was limited, par- 
ticularly that of the firft crown general. The 
diet V7as forced to confirm thefe new laws ; 
after which it broke up. 

So many fovereign aft«, exercifed m this re- 
jpublic by a foreign power, at length incited 
tiniverfal heat ; nor was it in any manner allayed 
by the pride of prince Repnin. Thofe who 

? Tbe FroKlienroiieoQfly xmi$ ij6f^ T. 
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were in pofleffion of the firft offices, with hearts 
rankled at the diminution of their power, could 
not forget changes that were as prejudicial to 
their authority as they were debafing. The 
bilhops,' the half of whofe diocefes was competed 
ofdiffidents, and who had flattered thenifelves 
they Should increafe their ty thes by their con* 
verfion, beheld their hopes annihilated at the 
promulgation of thefe new laws. They made 
it a common caufe; at^d, forefeeing that the 
people would not take fire to revenge thp wrongs 
of which they individually complained^ they 
determined to employ fanaticifm, that they 
might excite the fouls of the ftupid to the 
defenct of their pontiffs. 

United by the fame difcontents, the bilhops 
and the magnats (grandees) caufed it to be 
rumoured that Ruffia, in conjunftion with the 
king of Poland, wilhed to abolifh the catholic- 
apoftolic Roman religion; that deflxudion would 
cnFue if they did not take up. arms ; and that, if 
there ftill were any zealous and fervent catholics 
to be found, they ought all to fly to the defence 
and falvation' of their altars. The people, who 
;had been opprefled in the various countries 
through which the Ruffian troops were diflxi- 
buted, had already begun to feel impatience, 
and had on fcvtmloccafions icllified their dif- 
'- content. 
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content. The foolifh herd, formed to be led by 
thofe who will but take the trouble to deceive, 
fuffered itfclf to, be cafily feduccd by the prieft- 
hood. The caufe jof religion was the fignal, 
and the wojd, at which to rally ; the fpirit of 
bigotry feized on all minds, and the grandees 
profited by the enthufiafm of their ferfs, to 
0iake off a yoke which they already found to be 
infupportable. Sparks began to be emitted 
from what were yet but fmothered embers, and 
which pelhaps would have been ftifled by the 
preponderance of the allied coujt?, had not 
France, which from motives of jealouly endea-r 
vowed tp divide and trouble the north, blown 
up diofe flames that produced the general con-* 
jkgration which enfued. 
. The didce de Choifeul was devoured by am- 
bition, and wilhed to impart, fplendour to his 
adminiftration. Too much prejudiced in favour 
of the pretended tcftamcnt of the cardinal* dc 
Richelieu, the promife of the cardinal to Louis 
XIII. daat he would make his monarchy rcr 
fpcdted by all Europe was ever prefent to his 
mind, aJad it was his intent to make Louis XV. 
thus'refpedtable. But tinges and circumftances 
were in all refpedls diiEmilar:; for, in the firft 
place, France was not, under the cardinal, 
overwhelmed by debt; Jind,.j4 the fecond, 
C 3 ' Europe 
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Europe had undergone a total change fiiice ih^ 
fevcntecnth century, Ruflia, which we now be-s 
hold ading fb confpicuous a part, was then un- 
known. Pruffiaand BrandenboMrg wcredeflitutc 
of energy ; the' glory g£ Sweden was dazzlingt 
which at prefent is eclipfed. Befide^ what pro* 
, jefts may a miniftcr form> whea the mbans of 
executing them are wanting; and who, ^om th^ 
dreiulof a general bankruptcy, is incapable of 
any thing except cabal, and is obliged to^- 
nounce all thofe^ bold tnterptizes that might 
enable him to emerge from his iUte of inadi-* 
Vky? 

Thcfcobftacles, which could not be removed, 
inftead of calming the inquietude of the dukei 
de Choifeul, did but comprefs his geni^is ; andji 
unable to fet the great engines of politics in 
aftion, he gave employment to his reftleflSjdfs, 
by intrigue* Exclufive of the jealoufy with 
which the election of a king of Poland infpired 
France, fhe having no part in that ele&ion, the 
emprefs of RuSia could not be pardoned, ^ 
Verfailles, for havii^ abandoned the grand al* 
liance, and made q^ feparute peace with the king 
of Pruffia» To revenge this, the dv^ke de 
Choifeul excited the. Poles and Turks againft 
Catharine. He wilhed at the fame time th^. 
Swedes Ihould tjwk^ a diverfion in Finland, 
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Md Eftonia ; and by tbpfe diSermt efforts he 
hoped^o kindle a war againft Rullia^ from which 
k ViFould be difficult for her to extricate her(elf 
with advantage. French emiflaries accordingly 
were difpatched into all parts. Some en- 
couraged the Poles to defend their fi-eedotm j 
others haflened to Conftantinople, to excite the 
Porte not to behold with eyes of indifference 
]thc defpotifm which a neighbouring power was 
cxprcifing in Poland ; and a third poffe repaired 
to Stockholm, to cabal in the diet, change the 
form of government, and render the king abfcj- 
lute, that he might make a diverfion againft 
|he Ruffians, in favour of the Turks and 
Poles. 

Notfatisfied with fo many artifices, the duke de 
Choifeul endeavoured to detach the king of Pruf- 
fia from a power which he hoped thus the mortf 
cafiljrto crufti; but in this he. was unfuccefsful. 
He failed in like manner in Swedei^, where the 
RuflSan party in the diet was viftorious over that 
of France. But it was otherwife in Poland, and 
in Turkey. A confederation was formed againft 
Ruffia, during dke month of March, in the town 
of Bar, in Poland, of which count Krafziniky 
was cleded naarflial. This confederation pro- 
duced feveral others ; and the Confederates fig- 
^lalizpd tl^eir infurredion by annulling all the 
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)iew laws that had been enafted. Far from 
remaining quiet after this firft eflay of their 
power, intoxicated by hope, and in the delirium 
of pa(Son, they afpired at nothing lef$ than de- 
throning the king ; to execute which defign 
they only waited fome fit opportunity, Tfeq 
fovereign was informed of their intenti(xi. 
Alarmed at the threatening danger, he aflem- 
bled a Jenatus^confiUum^ in which it was agreed 
(hat the aid of Ruffia fliould be demanded, to 
proteft Poniafowfki, whoi^ flhe had placed upoi^ 
the throne* 

^ This was the fignal of hoftilitiest The Ruf- 
fians, although they had not ten thoufand men 
in the kingdom, vanquiflied all the confederates 
by whom they were oppofed; but, as they wcr? 
not fufficiently numerous to extirpate them^ 
this fwarm of wafps, being difperfed in onr part, 
coUeded i^od buzzed in another. In one of 
the encounters between the^i in Podolia, the 
Ruffians, without knowing it, pqrfued th? con^ 
federates upon the Turkilh territories. The 
fmall town of Balta, where the Poles had taken 
refuge, was burn?d. This violation of territory 
was the pretext which the Turks alleged, in 
order to declare war againft Ruffia. (Oftober), 

The Turks immediately fcizcd and impri- 
f9jxe4 the fieur Obreikow, ^he Imperial aj^^baf- 

fadQr 
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ikdor from Ruifia to Conilantinople, in the 
Seven Towers, Thefe people neither know hotr 
to make peace nor war. They were very \m^ 
jfeafonably precipitate in their declaration ; it 
was rather fending information Co the Ruffians 
to make preparations, during the winter, to 
refift the Ottoman forces, by which they were 
to be attacked in the enfuing fpring. Had the 
declaration been retarded till the following 
year (1769) the bolt would have defcendcd ac 
the very inftant when the thunder was heard j 
and the Ruffians would have been taken unpro* 
vided ; fince foil fix months were neceflary for 
them to prepare for war, and aflcmble an army 
iUfficienply formidable, that (hould be providedT 
with whatever was neceffary, vigoroufly to op-* 
pofe the attacks of the enemy. 

The troubles which then began to be manifeft 
occaiioned great embarrafTment at the court of 
Berlin* Scarcely was the king relieved from 
a war that had been as durable as it was ruin-** 
pus. His provinces might recover under the 
proteftion of continued peace, but time was* 
neceffary to heal their former wounds. The 
arnty was recruited, and was begun to be dis- 
ciplined ; but it had hot yet attained that ftatc 
of maturity which might infpire total confidence* 
ip IXP ppcfajipn?. The war that was declared 

betu'eeii 
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between the Porte and Ruflia laid the king ttn* 
4er the obligation of fulfiUmg his engagements^ 
witli the emprefs. The fubfidies itipulated 
A>y alliance, which as we have iaid annually 
amounted to four hundred and eighty thoufand 
prowns, n)u(l be paid. 

While negotiations were carried on at Berlin, 
the Ruffians and the Turks were come to blows^ 
The Rufiian arnxies, under the command of 
prince Gallitzinj had beaten the Ottomans near 
Choczim, and the capture of that town was foU 
lowed by the conqucft of Mpldavia* The gene- 
rals of Catharine were ignor^np of the art of en- 
campment, and of tadics. Thofe of th<s fultan 
liad ftill lefs knowledge ; fo that, in order to 
conceive a juft idea of this war, we muft fup-? 
pofe men with one eye, who having beaten the 
blind had gained a complete afcendency oyer 
them. 

A progrcfs fo rapid was eqijally as alaqning 
to the allies of RuiCa as it was to the other 
powers of Europe. Pruffia had to fear that her 
ally, become too puiflant, would in time impofe 
laws upon her, as (he had done upon Poland. 
The profpeft was alike dangerous and terrific. 
. The court of Vienna too well underftood its own 
interefb not to entertain nearly fimilar appre- 
henfions. The common danger for a time made 

paft 
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^ft animdiities forgotten* Akhdugh the afto-r 
liiihiixg fuccef$ of the Ru$fth& gar?e umbraga 
%o all Eujhope;! the impt€&6M k made were far 
thf ftrongcft on the powers th^t were moft in 
it& vicinity. The peril therefore apprdachid 
the courtsi of Vi^iina and Bcrjin i ftep was fuc- 
(reeded by ftep. The emperor, chagrined as 
we have (aid that the ihtervicv^ which had bced 
propofed m 1766 did not take place, made the 
firft advance toward paying a vifit to the king in 
Kkfia. Prince Kaunitz did n6t oppofe his will. 
Xbe empiefs queen in like manner cc^ifented. 
The : affair wa^ put ittto imraediate negotiation 
(Apguft the 25tb) and it was agreed that the 
ineeting fljQuld take piace at Nieifs. 

The emperor wiftied to be Wholly incogni^ov 
He aflumed the name of count Falko^ftein ; 
and the king imagined he could not do him 
greater hpiiour than by complying in all things 
tvidi his wiU. The young prince affe&ed a 
franknefs which feenicd natural ; his aniiablc 
charafter indicated gaiety, added to great viva- 
city ; but, with the defire of information, he 
wanted the patience neceflary to gain inftruftion>. 
This did not prevent conneftions of friendftiip 
and efteem being formed between the two 
monarchs. The king declaimed to the emper^t 
that he regarded that day as the moft confpi- 

CU0U9 
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cuousin his whole life, fince it was to ferve ak 
the epocba of union between two houfes that 
had too long been inimical to each other, and 
whofe reciprocal mtereft it was to afford each 
odier aid, rather than to deftroy. The emperof 
replied, Aullria no longer had any Sikfia; after 
which he adroitly fuffered it to be und^rftood 
that, during his motber^s life, he dared npt flat- 
ter himfelf with having fufficient afcendency 
over her tnind to execute all he wilhed ; but 
he did not in the leaft diffemble that, the pre- 
fent fituation of affairs in Europe confidered, 
neither he nor his mother would fuffcr the 
Ruffians to remain in poffeifion of Moldavia 
and Wallachia. He afterward propofed that 
m^fures ihould be taken to maintain an exaft 
neutrality in.GcrmsM^y, if any war (hould break 
out between England and France. The fup- 
ppfition then appeared po0ible and probable^ 
becaufe that a French fhip, which had been 
taken by die Englifh near Newfoundland, had 
occafioned fqtpe very warm altercations between 
the two courts. 

To prove the defire he had to preferve a good 
intelligence between Pruffia and Auftria, the 
king accepted th^ offers of the emperor; and 
tjie two princes entered into a mutual written, 
engagement to maintain the propofed neutrality, 

which 
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which thus became an aft as inviolable as any 
formal treaty^ digAified with the fign manual of 
minifters. The emperor promifed in the name 
rf the emprefs and himfelf ; and the king en- 
gaged his word of honour that, if war fliould 
happen between France and England^ he would 
faithfully adhere to the fortunate peace thus re- 
eftablifhed between Pruffia and Auftria; and 
that Ihould any other troubles^^arife, thecaufes 
of which it might beimpofliWe to forefee, they 
would each obferve the moft exaft neutrality 
with regard to their refpeftive poffeffions. This 
engagement, the fecret of which was fcru- 
pulouily obfervdd, was figned at Neifs, Augufl; 
the 28th, to the common fatisfaftion of the two 
fbvereigns. 

It muil be allowed that, in politics, it would 
have been an unpardonable fault blindly to hava 
jconfidcd in the good faith of the Auftrians ; but 
under the prefent circumftances, when the pre* 
ponderancy of Ruffia became too -great, and 
when it was impoffible to predi<^ where her 
conquefls might end, it was exceedingly conr 
venient tp be on terms of the greate^ friend(hip 
with the court of Vienna. Pruffia ftill felt the 
wounds Ruffia had inflifted during the laft war, 
and it was not the intereft of the king perfonally 
xo labour for the.increafe of a power as formic 

dable 
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dabte &s it was dangerous. There iftttt tWd 
paths' to purfue : either that erf" ftopping her in 
the career of her imriicnfe coiiquefts ; or, which 
was more prudent, adroitly attempting to prcK 
it by thefe conquefts. 

The king had negieded notliiilg xVhich itiight 
Contribtite to efFeft this purpofe. He had 
fent a political projedt to Peterlburg, which 
he attributed to that fame count Lyliar who had 
become known, during the kft war, by having; 
negotiated the convention of Clofter Scven^ 
between the Hanoverians, comrtianded by the 
duke of Cumberland and encamped at Stade^ 
and the French, under die duke de Ridhelieu* 
But the great (bccefs of the Ruffians, ^s well in 
Moldavia and Wallachia as in the Archipelago, 
where dieir fleets were viftorious, had fo far in-» 
toxicated the court with profperity that it paid 
no attention to the fuppofed memorid of count 
J^ynar. 

This attempt having failed^ the king thought 
jprtper to have recourfe to other meafurcs* It 
Was not for th^ intoreft of Pruffia to fee th« 
Ottoman eoipire entirely overwhelmed^ becaufc^ 
in time of need, that empire might be ufefuliy 
^employed in making diverfions, whether it 
were into Hungary or into Ruilia, according 
to the power with 'which he (h^uki be at waTi^ 
3 Th«r 
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^Kc king therefore judged that, by making the 
court of Vienna a party, and adding his own 
mediation, peace might be rc-eftabliflicd be- 
tween ^e belligerent powers, on conditions 
that Ihould be acceptable to both parties. 

1770. Overtures were begun, both at the 
•ourt of Petcrfburg and at that of Conlbanti* 
nople, by reprefenting that the two powers mult 
alike be defirous of putting an end to the war} 
and the more fo becaufe it was to be feared 
the conflagration would clfc in time become 
tiniverfaL A wifli was added of finding fuch 
temperate propofitions as might be agreeable to 
them both, in order to bring their difputes to 
an amicable conclufiom 

To this count Panin, after having rehcarfcd a 
panegyric on the moderation and diiinterefied* 
nefs of the emprefs, replied that her majefiy 
was entirely difpofed to liften to any propofitions 
ihat might be made. This referve concealed^ 
under a flicw of gentlenefs, pretenfions iliat 
were very potent. Before any attention woul^ 
be paid to the demands of the Turks, it was re- 
quired the ambaflador Obre&ow (hould be re- 
ftored to his freedom { but it was added that 
the emprefs would with pleafure behold the kiAg 
etnploying his good officer at the Forte, to in;? 
%)irii the Odvap with pacific (butim^nts ; an4 



diaty when fuch (hould be entertainect, tiitf 
czarina defired nothing more earneftly than^ by 
the mediation of the king of Pruffia^ to ac^ 
compliih the re-e{labli(hment of the public 
tranquillity. 

. The Turks, on the other part* began to de- 
fire a conclufion to a war the fuiccefs qf which 
bad by no means equalled their expedations. 
The king, who had with much energy advifed 
diem not to infringe the ptface, had by this ad- 
vice acquired their confidence^ The Turks 
therefore accepted the Pruffian mediation ; but 
they felt fome repugnance to that of the court 
of Vienna. Means however were found to 
vanquifh this repugnance, by a reiteration of 
the fame remonftrances, founded on the very 
decifive influence which a power fo great as 
that of the houfe of Auftria might give, to pro- 
xtiote the fuccefs of the negotiation. 

The Ruflians, on whom pacific infinuations 
had hitherto made but little imjpreffion, conti- 
nued in the mean time to gain the greatefi: ad- 
vantages over the Ottoman armies. Their fleet, 
after having beaten that of the Turks (July the 
loth) nearly cffeded its total deilruftion, in- 
fomuch that moft of the fliips were burned or 
funken. A ftrqke fo unforefeen obliged thd 
Porte to divide its attention* It knew not whe- 
5 ' ^ thetf 
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tjier it were neceflary to employ its powers to 
the defence of the' ftraits of Scftos and Abydos, 
or whether it were ftill more neceflary to protect 
Moldavia. This ftate of incertitude, mingled 
with terror, favoured the operations of marftial 
Romanzow, and certainly contributed to gain 
him the vidlory at Kiab, over the army of the 
grand vifir. Thus, in one campaign, he ad- 
ded the conqueft of Wallachia to that of Mol- 
davia. Count Panin, the brother of the mi- 
nifter, who in the mean time laid fiege to 
Bender, carried the place, after a vigorous de- 
fence on the part of the foe. 

Succefs fo rapid and fo repeated dazzled the 
court of Peterfburg, and rendered it exceed- 
ingly pertinacious. But while nothing was there 
thought of except how to crufli the Ottoman 
puiflance, chagrin and jealoufy were augmented 
at Vienna, in proportion to the advantages 
gained by the Ruffians. The Auftrians com- 
pared the laft unfortunate war which they had 
waged againft the Turks with the prodigious 
fuccefs of the Ruffians ; nor could they con- 
ceal the humiliation which their felf-love fuffer- 
ed ; befide which they dreaded a power fo great 
fliould become their neighbour, as it muft Ihould 
the conqxieft of Moldavia and Wallachia be pre- 
ferved. To guard againft thefe apprehenfions, 

vol*. IV. D or 
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Of rather openly to oppofc Ruffia, the Auftrian* 

• t^'-lv h^d ftrengthcned the forces they had iiv 

' * :• f'v'-y formed magazines, and 

., ; V ;,» ;^ruion to adt according as cir- 

: id require* Far from keeping 

t : *:. ::s fecret, they told all who chofc 

' : ;liat, if not fpeedily ended, the em- 

[> queen muft be obliged to make herfclf a 

party in the war. 

The fecond interview between the king and 
the emperor (September the 3d) took place at 
the camp of Neuftadt, in Moravia. Not an 
Auftrian was heard who did not fufFer fome trait 
of animofity againft the Mufcovites to efcape. 
The emperor appeared to the king the fame 
man he had fuppofed him to be the firft time 
they met at Neifs. Prince Kaunitz, who alfa 
came to Neuftadt, had long conferences witb 
liis Pruflian majefty; in which, emphatically 
difplaying the fyftem of his court, he reprc- 
fented this fyftem as the mafter- piece of politics, 
and himfelf as its author. He afterward in- 
fifted on the neceffity of oppofing the ambitious 
views of Ruffia, and declared the emprefs 
queen never would fuifer Ruffian armies to pais 
the Danube, nor the court of Peterfburg to 
make acquifitions which (hould bring it into 
the neighbourhood of Hungary^ He added 

that 
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that the union of Pruffia and Auftria was the 
only barrier that might be oppofed to this over- 
flowing torrent, which menaced all Europe 
v/ith inundation* 

When he had ended fpeaking, the king re* 
plied he Ihould always endeavour to cultivate 
the friendftiip of their Imperial majefties, which 
he held in infinite eftecm ; but he alfo requefted 
J)rince Kaunitz would take into confideration 
the duty which the alliance he had contrafted 
with Ruflia, and which he might not in any 
mannef infringe, impofed upon him ; and to 
jrecoUedt that thefe engagements were (hackles 
which prevented him from entering into the 
meafures that were propofed by prince Kaunitz^ 
The king added that his fole defire was to pre*- 
vent the war between the Ruffians and the 
Turks from becoming general; that, to this 
effeft, he very willingly offered to endeavour 
at reconciling the two Imperial courts; and 
that it was time to think of fuch reconciliation, 
left the prefent reciprocal difccntents might at 
length degenerate into open broils. 

The king however, that he might continue 
the court of Vienna in its favourable difpofi- 
tions, thought proper to reiterate the affurances 
he had given the emperor, when this monarch 
came to Neifs. He further promifed to termi- 
D 2 nate. 
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nate, in a friendly manner, the petty difputes 
which often take place between cuftoin-houfe 
officers on the frontiers. The king was further 
very willing to confent to what the emperor re- 
quefted ; that is to fay, frankly to communicate 
to the court of Vienna whatever overtures might 
be made by France, at the court of Berlin* 
As however all this had paflcd between the king 
and prince Kaunitz only, the king thought de- 
cency required the emperor (hould be acquaint- 
ed with whatever was done and faid ; and it 
feemed that the monarch, who had been little 
accuftomed to be thus refpefted, remembered 
the attention paid him by the king on this oc- 
cafion. 

The day after the conference, a courier ar- 
rived at Neuftadt, from Conftantinople, with 
letters from the Caimacan, dated the 12th of 
Auguft, in which the grand feignor invited the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin to accept of the 
office of mediation, and to accommodate the dif- 
ferences, that ftill fubfifted between the Porte 
and Ruffia. In this difpatch it was expreflly 
declared that the Turks would not confent to 
any peace, except by the intervention of th^ 
two courts. 

The emperor acknowledged that he was 
wholly indebted for his part in the mediation 

to 
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to the aftive good offices of the king of Praffia 
at Conftantinople; for which he tcftified his 
gratitude to the monarch. The king had a 
cefnverfation, on the fame day, with prince 
Kaunitz ; whom he did not fail to congratulate 
on the fortunate event, which might in fomc 
fort afford him tranquillity, and even diminifli 
that jealoufy to which the fuccefs of the Ruf- 
fians had given birth in his mind. The mo- 
narch added that this proceeding of the Porte 
rendered the court of Vienna the arbitratrix 
of the conditions of peace which (he ftiould wiftx 
to ftipulate between the two powers • The 
minifter received this compliment with afFefted 
indifference; faying he approved of the ftep 
which the Turks had taken. Never however 
was mediation, in reality, accepted with greater 
eagernefs. 

While thefe endeavours were made for the 
pacification of the north, new difputes,- and 
other quarrels, predifted approaching ruptures 
toward the fouth of Europe. Of thefe troubles 
the duke de Choifeul, whofe reftlefs fpirit took 
pleafure in fcattering the feeds of dilTenfion 
through all courts, was the fole author. He 
was wholly intent upon humbling the Englilh ; 
and, as he durfl not aft openly, fearing to fhock 
Louis XV. he made the Spaniar4iB kis harbin- 
T> 3 g^^s. 
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gers, who feized on Falkland's iflands, in 
which tb^ Englifti bad begun to form cftablifh- 
mcnts. Some of the merchant (hips of the 
Englifti were taken by the Spaniards, and the 
dock- yard at Portfmouth was at the fame time 
fet on fire. So many vexatious accidents, hap- 
pening one after another, made a greater im- 
preffion upon the court of London becaufe the 
naval minifter had paid fo little attention to the 
duties of his adminiftration that England fcarcely 
was able, at that time, to fit out twenty fliip^ 
of the line. 

The Englifti however took fire, and war. 
would have been the confequence, had the 
duke de Choifeul remained at the head of affairs; 
but he was difplaced by his enemies. The 
grand chancellor of France, Meaupoux, flat* 
tered himfelf that, by the difmiffion of this 
minifter, he ftiovild fucceed to all the employ- 
ments the duke de Choifeul had held ; and that, 
joining them to the feals which he then poffefled, 
he would in reality be prime minifter, as forr 
merly were Richelieu and Mazarin. To 
ftrcngthen his party, he aflbciated himfelf with 
the duke d'Aiguillon, and the duke de Riche- 
lieu. The latter captivated the monarch by 
bringing him acquainted with a female, whofe 
reputation was far from equivocal j her charms 

.were 
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.wcrcfo fucccf^ul that (he prcfently became all 
jpmflant : the old Loqis XV . adored her. The 
dujce dc Choifeul, too haughty to bend in the 
jpiSefence of a perfon for whom he had the moft 
fovereign cpncempt, refufed her thofe diftinc- 
tions which nabcn in cffice ufually grant to their 
matter's favourites. The difcontent which the 
#xcw.miftrefs felt at this was quickly communi- 
cated to her lover ; and faftion immediately 
profited by the conteft. The oppofing party 
embittered die mind of the king, already ill 
tiifpofed toward the duke de Choifeul, by dc- 
piding the minifter as a prodigal, who had very 
improperly and foolilhly expended the revenues 
of the ftate ; and who, in order to render him* 
felf neceflary, had fo much embroiled the af- 
fairs of France and England that the quarrels 
which muft be the confequence could not but 
lead France into a war, that would not be lefs 
ruinous than the preceding war had been. 

This laft argument was the one -which made 
the ftrongeft impreffion. Louis XV. immedi- 
ately difgraced his minifter, and with him fell 
all the vaft projects he had formed. The king 
of France perfonally negotiated between Eng- 
land and Spain, that he might terminate their 
differences. Falkland's iflands were reftored to 
the Engliftx. But, offended that France had 
P 4 not 
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not on this occafion fupported his intcrcft, the 
king of Spain entertained a fecret refentmeht. 
1 771. No court more regretted the lofs of 
the duke de Choifeul than that of Vienna. She 
had placed all her confidence in this minifter, 
who was known to be devoted to her : whereas 
the duke d* Aiguillon, whom the king had made 
minifter of foreign affairs, was faid not to be fo 
much attached to the Imperial houfc. The 
chancellor was alike deceived in his projedls 
and his hopes. We muft therefore date the 
changes which happened in France from the 
downfal of the duke de Choifeul. So naturally 
are incidents connefted with each other, and 
fo difficult is it to forefee the important confc^ 
quences that often refult from trifles ! 

We however are lefs interefted in what was 
pafling in that part of Europe than in the af* 
fairs of the eaft, and the north. The propofi-^ 
tions, which the Porte had made to the courts 
of Berlin and Vienna, were communicated to 
that of Peterft>urg. The king, at the lame 
time, infinuated to the Mufcovites that, ftiould 
the emprefs refufe Jthe mediation of Auftria and 
Pruffia, it were to be feared that the grand 
feignor would addrefs himfelf to France, to im- 
plore its aid. This was the fole refledion that 
iwght determine the court of PeterHjurg not to 
5 refiafQ 
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i-efufe the mediation of Auflxia, for the aver- 
fion (he had fgr the court of Vienna by no means 
equalled that in which ihe held the court of 
Verfailles. 

The Ruffians at firft replied they could not 
accept the mediation that was offered by thefe 
two powers, under the pretence that they had 
rcfiifed the mediation of England. However, 
from motives of politenefs, and in confequencc 
of the good offices of the two courts, fearing to 
fuffer conftraint, by the intervention of other 
powers, in the projefts which they had formed 
concerning peace, they did what nearly amount- 
ed to the fame thing; they began an imme* 
diate negotiation with the Turks, through the 
chaanel of marlhal Romanzow, who could di- 
reftly treat with the grand vizir. This attempt 
not proving fuccefsful, they confented to the 
propofals that had been previoufly made them 
by the courts of Berlin and Vienna. 

It fo happened that prince Henry, the king's 
brother, at this time was paying a vifit to the 
queen of Sweden, his fifter, at Stockholm^ The 
emprefs of Ruffia, who, in her youth, had been 
acquainted with the prince at Berlin, requefted 
he might have permiffion to come to Peterfburg; 
which requeft could not with propriety be re- 
fqfed. The prince therefore continued his jour* 

ncy 
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ncy from Sweden to Ruffia, and his iinderiland* 
ing foon gained an afcendency oyer that of the 
fimprds, and perfuaded her to conununicate her 
thoughts freely to the king his brother. The 
letter of the emprefs was accompanied by a long 
mfmoxisil, which contained the conditions of 
peace, that were to ferve as the bafis of the xiei* 
gotiation which was defired to be begun. AEtec 
a preamble in which .the utmoft moderation was 
announced,- the emprefs demanded from the 
Turks the ceffion of the two Cabardics *, or 
Cahardinia; Afof and its territory; the inde- 
j)«idence of the kham of the Crimea ; the fe- 
queftration of Wallachia and Moldavia for five 
and twenty years, to indemnify her for the ex- 
pences <if the war; the free navigation of the 
Black Sea ; an iiland in the Archipelago, which 
might ferve as the ftorehoufe of commerce for 
the two nations ; a general amnefty in behalf 
of the Greeks who had taken part with the Ruf- 
fians ; and, previous to all thefe, the freedom 
of die ambaflador Obrelkow, who was impri- 
foned in the Seven Towers. 

Conditions fo enormous would have com^ 
plptely exafperated the court of Vienna ; p^r* 

♦ Province* of Circaffia, which feparate the Ottomao* 
Perfian, and Ruffian empixest and which lie at the foot of 
mount Caucafus, T^ 

haps. 
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hapsj, ha4 they been cpmamnicated, would have 
indijiced' Jierxo take the moft violex^ refolutions^ 
and this was the xeafgn which prevented the 
king from fending any information of what bad 
pafled to that court. He rather preferred more 
gentle means, more certain, and fuch as would 
give no p^rfon offence. He explained himfelf 
in a friendly planner to the emprefs of Ruflia^ 
yet avoided contradidtion ; but, that (he might 
herfelf be convinced of the difficulty tlicre wpuld 
be in bringing the grand feignor to confent to 
the independence of the Tartars, he reprefcnt- 
ed to h^ the almoft invincible obftacles which 
the court of Vienna would throw in the way of 
her pofleffing Wallachia and Moldavia, by 
which Ruflia would become the neighbour 
of Auftria; aa4 added (hat the idand in the 
Archipelago would infpire all the maritime 
powers with jealoufy and envy. He further 
^vifed the emprefs to limit her pretenfions to 
the two Cabardiesj to the town of Afof and its 
territory^ and tp the free navigation of the 
J^uxine. He added that it was no Tenfation of 
jealoufy on bis part at the aggrandifement of tlae 
emprefs, which occafioned him thus to explain 
himfelf, but entirely with a defire that, by abate- 
ments, the part which other powers eHe might 
ja)?:e in this war^ fo as to render it general, 
i might 
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might be avoided ; that the Turks alfo had al- 
ready acceded to two of the articles ; they had 
agreed to grant an amnefty to the Greeks, and 
to releafe the ambaffador Obrefkow. 

Thefe remonftrances, though very moderate, 
appeared to give the emprefs fome pain. She 
let it be underftood that (he did not expedt to 
meet with oppofition on the part of her beft 
ally ; and, as (he continued to in(ift on her plan, 
fome few reftriftions excepted, the king faw 
himfelf obliged to impart this plan to the court 
of Vienna. His majefty communicated the 
memorial with every foftening of which it was 
lufceptible; and, that he might not enrage 
prince Kaunitz, it was in(inuated to him that 
this was not the definitive refolution of Ruflia ; 
for that, no doubt, this court was difpofed to 
relax, refpefting fuch articles as (hould meet 
with the' moft difficulty. ( 1 7 7 1 . ) 

The precautions which the king took were 
the more highly necefTary becaufe the Imperial 
court no longer concealed its projects; and be- 
caufe all the motions which were feen in Hun- 
gary announced an approaching rupture with 
Ruffia. The court of Vienna was determined 
not to fuflfer the countries beyond the Danube 
to be made the theatre of war. She even hoped 
that, under the favour of an armed mediation, 

the 
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Ihe might oblige the Ruffians to reftore Mol- 
davia and Wallachia to the Turks ; and further 
to make them defift from the independence 
which they demanded in behalf of the Tartars. 
To this effeft, troops from Italy, Flanders, and 
Aufliia, had marched into Hungary. The envoy 
of the emperor had even explained himfelf, with 
fufficient pofitivenefs, on this head, to the king; 
He went fo far as to demand that, fhould the 
Ruffians be attacked in any part except Poland> 
he (hould remain neuter; which demand was 
peremptorily refufed. Prince Kaunitz flattered 
himfelf that, by the purfuit of this plan, he 
fliould aggrandife the houfe of Auftria, without 
having the trouble of making conquefts. He 
fuppofed the Porte would pay for the affiflance 
that Ihould be given, by ceding to the emprefs 
queen thofe provinces which Auftria had loft, 
at the peace of Belgrade. 

While Vienna abounded in projefts, and 
Hungary in armed men, an Auftrian corps 
entered Poland, and feized on the lordlhip of 
Zips, on which the court had pretended claims. 
A ftep fo daring aftoniftied the court of Peterf- 
burg; and it was this which moft promoted the 
partition treaty, which afterward was concluded 
between the three powers. The principal rea- 
fon was that of avoiding a general war, which 

was 
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was on the eve of burfting forth ; befide whichr 
it was neceflary to maintain a balance of power 
between three fuch near neighbours; and, as 
the court of Vienna fufEciently gave it to be 
underftood that (he meant to profit by the pre- 
ftnt troubles, to effed her own aggrandifemenr, 
the king was under the neceflity of following 
her example. 

Irritated that any troops except her own 
(hould dare to give law to Poland, the emprefs 
of Ruffia informed prince Henry that, if it were 
the purpofe of the court of Vienna to difmcm- 
bet Poland, the other neighbours of that king- 
dom had a right to do the fame. The overture 
was made" a-propos ; for, all circumftances ex- 
amined, this was the only remaining mode of 
avoiding new troubles, and giving every one 
fatisfaftion. Ruffia might indemnify herfelf, 
for the expences of her war with the Turks ; 
and, inftead of Wallachia and Moldavia, which 
(he could only hope topoffefs after having been 
as vi6lorious over the Auftrians as (he had been 
over the Ottomans, (he had only to choofe a 
province of Poland, fuch as might pleafe her, 
arid in which choice fhe would encounter no 
new perils. To the emprefs queen a province 
in the vicinage of Hungary might be affigned; 
and to tlie king, that pa;rt of Polilh Pruffia 

which 
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>vhic& l^arated the ftates of Pruffia-royal ; while, 
by this eqailibrium of the political balance^ 
the three powers would remain in a nearly cq\ri-» 
talent ftate of ftrength. 

To be more certain however of the intentidns 
of Ruflia, count Solms was fent to examine? 
whether the words which had efcaped the em- 
f>refs had any liable meaning ; or whether they 
had been uttered in a moment of diffatisfaftion, 
and tranfient anger. Count Solms found di- 
vided opinions on the fubjed. Count Panin^ 
who, at the commencement of the troubles of 
Poland, had declared that Ruflia would main- 
tarn that kingdom- whole and entire, felt a re- 
pugnance for the difmemberment ; he never- 
thelefs promifed he would make no oppoiition^ 
fliould it be determined on in council : but the 
emprefs Was pleafed with the idea that (he might, 
without diangdr, extend the limits of her do- 
mains. Her favourites and fome minifl:crs per-* 
ceived this, md- thought proper to be of her 
opinion ; fo that the partition projeft was carried 
by a phirality of votes. The king of PnirflG^ 
was informed of the refolution that had lately 
been taken, as of an expedient which had been' 
imagined to repay him the fubfidies which hd 
had fent to Ruflia. 
^Cguat Panin^ when he communicated the 
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fubftancc of what we have repeated to count 
Solms^ exaded as a preliminary that the king 
fhould endeavour to learn what were the fenti- 
ments of the court of Vienna, on the fubjeft of 
the partition of Polan<i. The king therefore 
opened the affair to baron van Swieten, by 
afluring him that Ruffia teflified not the leaft 
diffatisfadion at the aft of the Auftrians, in 
taking pofieffion of Zips; and that the king, in 
order to prove his friendfliip to their Imperial 
majefties, advifed them to extend their acquifi- 
tions, in that part of Poland, according to their 
good pleafure ; which they might with the lefs 
danger perform, fince their example would be 
imitated by- the other neighbouring powers in 
thatt kingdom. 

Cordial as this overture was, it was not wel- 
comed by the court of Vienna in the manner 
the king had hoped. Prince Kaunitz was too 
much preoccupied with a plan which he was 
preparing to put in execution. He imagined 
greater advantages might be derived from an 
alliance with the Turks than from an alliance 
with Ruffia. He therefore coldly replied that,, 
though his court had feized on fome diftrifts of 
Poland which were on the confines of Hungary,, 
it was not intended to keep them ; but only to 
obtain juftice refpeding fome debts which the 
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Koufe of Auftria ckimed from the reput^lic ; 
and that \l6 never had hnagined an objed: jb 
trifling could have given birth to the fup- 
^fition^of a plan of difmemberment^ this exe<^ 
cution of which was furfounded by infuhnounc* 
able difficulties ; becaufe that it was equal to 
impoffible to agree on atly perfect equality, be- 
tween the different portions of the three powers : 
ikat in fine any fuch projeft could only ferv* 
to render the fituation of Eujrope more critical 
than it Was at prefent; he therefore advifed his 
Pruffian majelly not to enter into any (tich niea- 
fures; and added, with aii air of indifference^ 
that his court was ready to evacuate the dUtrifts 
the Auflriaii troops then occupied, if other 
powers were willing to dd the fame. 

Thcfe laft words were a kind of tacit reptoacK 
to the'^Ruffians, who had ah arniy in Poland/ 
and they in like manner glanced at the kitig> 
who had drawn a line with his tirOops from thi 
country oi Croffen aild on the oppcnRe ihore of 
the Viflula, that he might prcferv^ his ftates 
from the plaguie, which 4£ that xhSM mside great 
ravages iii iPolabd* 

In an affair of fuch a nature it w^ hb time 
to be difcou^ged by trifles. It was eafy to di» 
vine that the court of Vienna would change itl 
fentiniehtis, whenever Kuflla ahd'Prufiia ihould 
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be pf rfcdly agreed ; beqivife that Auftria wouy 
prefer fuch a partition to the dangers of a war^ 
againft a party fo ftrongly fprmed. Add to 
this, the emprefs queen, having no ally except 
France, could not depend on any fuccoiir at 
that time. That he might profit by fuch favour- 
able circumftances, the king determined to pro- 
mote the affair of the difmemberment. He kept 
filence with refpeft to the court of Vienna, that 
he might give time for refle&ion; and, in the 
interim, count Solms was ordered to inform the 
court of Ruffia that overtures for a treaty of 
partition had been made at Vienna; and that, 
although prince Kaunitz had hitherto avoided 
being explicit on the fubjed, it might nevcr- 
thelefs be forefeen that he would willingly acr 
cede, as foon as the two other powers fhould 
have come to an agreement, concerning their 
l-eciprocal interefts. He made this a motive to 
accelerate the conclufion of tlie bufinefs, becaufe 
^here was |>ot a moment to lofe. 

The tardinefs and habitual indolenc-e of the 
Ruffians would ^ftill perhaps have delayed the 
affair, had not the court of Vienna uniritention- 
ally aided the king. She daily by her media- 
tion ftarted new difficulties relative to the peace; 
file often difputed on the enormous preteniions 
of the Ruffians^ with bitterner^; and explained 
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hcrfdf in a defpotk tone on thofe articles which 
flie rejcfted, favouring the Turks in whatever 
depended upon her* The motions which were 
made by the army in Hungary completely ren- 
dered the Auftrians fufpcfted ac the court of 
Peterfburg. A rumour at the fame time was 
current that the Auftrians were 'ftegotiating a 
fubfidiary treaty at Conftantinople. This laft 
information gave the alarm to the council of 
Petcriburg; and the king, who communicated 
all the intelligence to the Ruffians which might 
lead to a difcovery of the intrigues of the Au- 
ftrians, at length eiFeftually roufed the court of 
Peterfburg from the lethargy into which it had 
been plunged. The emprefs of Ruffia felf how 
much fhe needed the aid of his majefty, and 
judged that, in order to fecure this prince, it 
was requifite to procure him advantages; for 
which Teafon count Panin declared to count 
Solms that he only waited fiar the arrival of the 
plan of partition, to begin conferences with him 
on the fubjeft. 

June 14th, The plan was prefently expedited 
to Petcrftjurg; a carte blanche was given to the 
emprefs, who was empowered to choofe any one 
of the provinces of Poland of which flie (hould 
think it moft proper to take pofleffion. The 
Icing dema^ed for himfelf Pomerellia, the dif- 
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trift of Gmt Poland which lies on this ilde the 
Nctzc, the bi{hopriclc^of Warmia, and the pala* 
tinates of Marienburg and Culm^ leaving the 
Auftrians the power of acceding to the treaty, 
if fo they (hould think proper. 

The arrangements which were made at Berlin 
and at Peterfburg did not prevent prince Kau- 
nitz from continuing his purfuits; in conle- 
quence of the Auftrian mediation, he threw a 
thoufand impediments in the road of the nego- 
tiation for peace with the Turks ; he particu- 
larly rejeded the article that ceded Wallachia 
and Moldavia from the Porte to the Rufiians. 
Proud of the offers which were made him by 
the fultan, and imagining the number of troops 
aflembied in Hungary might equally awe the 
Pruffians and the Ruffians, he declared to the 
king that the conditions of peace, as propofed 
by Ruffia, were diametrically oppofite to the in* 
terefts of the Auftrian monarchy; that they tend* 
ed to overturn the equilibrium of the eaft ; and 
that, (hould not the court of Peterfburg think 
proper to moderate them, their Imperial mar 
jcfties would be obliged to take part in the 
war; flattering themfelves that, fliDuld this hap- 
pen, the king would obferve a perfedk neutra-» 
lity, efpccially as his engagements with RufSa 

were 
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were confined to Poland, the territories of which 
fliould be refpefted by Auftria. 

It was. perceived that the court of Vienna 
was determined Ruffia (hould not become her 
neighbour. On one part (he feared that the 
number of perfons of the Greek church in Hun* 
gaiy might be attached to that power firom mo- 
tived of religion ; and, on the other, flie radier 
wifhed the vicinity of the enfeebled empire of 
the Turks than the formidable one of the Ruf- 
fians. The fituation in which the king foutyl 
himfelf between thefe courts was embarrafSng. 
If he confulted his intereil this could not lead 
hm to wi(b an increafe to the power of Ruffia, 
which already was but too formidable, nor 'to 
employ ^s fyrcfs^ (o ifucb xffedt. Thefe reafons 
werp counterbalanced by ifolamA engagements, 
which obligfsd this prince to affift the emprefs 
his ally, whenever fh^ fliould be attacked by the 
eoiprefs qui:£n. Either fucirengagemenc^ muft 
be fulfilled or the promifed fruit they were to 
produce muft be renounced. To remain neuter 
wa$ more dangerous to Pruilia than even to fup^ 
port hor allyr-The Auftrian^ and Ruffians 
would make war on each other, and would 
afterward make peace at the expence of the 
king ; his majefty would have loit all political 
(ponfideration; ao one would have coofided in 
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liis good faith ; and when war (hould h^e beei^ 
ended he muft have ftood aloof ; fuch mirft in^ 
dubitably have been the confequencesj had the 
king purfued a plan fo defcftive. 

The king did not hefitate. He determine^ 
faithfully to fulfil his treaty with Ruffia ; and, 
that he might at the fame time foften the court 
5f Vienna, he held out the flattering hope that 
it was not impoffible but that the emprefs of 
Ruffia might be induced to change her inten^ 
ttons, relative to Wallachia and Moldavia; but 
it was added that, fhould an afhial rupture hap- 
pen between tjie two empreiTes, his majefty 
cpuld not defifl from aiding Ruffia, with whicl^ 
power he was in alliance* 

To add the greater weight to the declaratioQj^ 
the cavahy was augmented and remounted^ 
and the orders that were given for that purpofo 
were quickly and liniverfally rumoured. Thefo 
vigorous meafures, taken fo a-propos^ made aa 
impreffion on the court of Peterfburg,, the pre- 
fent fadsfa<^on of which was turned tq advan* 
tage, to induce it to facrifice a paft of the pnp* 
tenfions made on Wallachia to the commof^ 
good, and the promotion of peaipew 

To treat with the Ruffians was difficult. The 

counterprpjcft of the plan of partition, fronv 

the.court of I^eterfburg* arrived at that time at 
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Berlin. It was fingularly conceivei Every .^ 
advantage was in favour oFRufli^; therifkof 
peril was all thrown on Pruflia. The greateft 
part of the Jands in Poland which the king had 
demanded w^re granted, it is true; but th^ ac- 
quifition of th^ Ruffians was at leaft of twice 
the extent ; and ftill more there was a very bur* 
thenfome article on his maicAy inferted in this 
treaty. It was demanded that Pruffia Ihould 
affift the INiufcovites with all her powers,- (hould 
they be attacked by the Auftrians ; but, if the 
f mprefs cjueen were to declare war on the king 
of Pruffia, the monarch had no fuccour to hope 
^om Ruffia, till peace Ihoujd firft be concluded 
with the Turks* 

Conditions fo ill proportioned not being ac- 
ceptable gave rife to fome explanations. A re* 
trolpet^ W4S taken of ^11 the engagements that 
bad t>??n m4de between Pruffia and Ruffia, the 
r^fult of which (hewpd that every thing had 
been to the advantage of the emprefs, and no- 
thing in favour of the king. Hh majefty how* 
ever added that he had determined to give every 
reafonable fatisfaftion to which any poffible pre-^ 
tepee could be made, and that he confided on 
the equity as well as on the moderation of the 
emprefs of Ruffia, who well might fecrifice fome 
pa|t of her cpnquefts to prevent the progrcfs of 
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z war which^ it was to be (czrc^, would becomo 
general ; efpeqally as Moldavia and Wallachui 
fervcd a$ a pretext to the Auftrians more to em^ 
brx)il affairs ; ai)d that| qnder circumftances fq 
cridcal as the prcfcnt, it became the dignity of 
a monarchy fo vaft as that of Ruflia to pay lefs 
irefpeft to its particular intercft than to the pub- 
lic good- It was ^t the fanie time propofed 
that, to indemnify Pnjffia for the various dan- 
gets which IKe niight expeft from a new war, 
the confcqucnccs of which were impoffible to 
be forefeen, Ru(fia Ihpuld add the city of Dant* 
zic, fituated in tjie middle of Pomerellia, to that 
parf of the difmeniberment of Pojand of which 
the king was p put himfelf in pofleffion. 

Thcfe remonftrances, as it ufually happens^ 
4id not produce all the cfFedt that might have 
been expcAed. Refieding ho\yever on the 
force of the reafgns which had been fo clearly 
urged, the eniprefs of Ruflia lyas willing to re- 
ftrift the propofitiqns of peace which were in- 
pompatibfe with the interefts of other powers; iI^ 
f onfequence of which (he engaged to reftore to 
the Turks, after the peace, the countries (he had 
conquered between the Dniefter and the,Dgnub<^, 
The court of Berlin communicated this ^ happy 
intelligence with promptitude to that of Vienna; 
and, for the fuft time, the cpuntcnancc of prince 
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I^aunitz aflbmed ferenity. Calm fucceeded to 
inquietude ; and jealoufy, with which the great 
fuccefe of the Ruffians bad infpired the Impe- 
rial court, difappeared at the moment (he had 
no longer to fear beholding i^hat pow^ in the 
vicinity of her own provinceSt 

Th^ Porte WW imnaediaidy informed of the 
pFf^fent amicable difpoiitions of the court of Pe- 
terfburg. The Turks, to whom misfortune had 
given a difgull for war, were highly inclined to 
peace. The laft campaign of the Ruffians waj 
pnp continued triumph. They had conquered 
^he Crimea; and a decifiv^ victory, gained by 
marfhal Romanzow, tpward the clofe of the 
year, had completed the profperity of their 
arms. Under circumftances fo defpon^ng, thp 
information arrived at Coj^f^tinople that the 
greateft impe^iina^nts to pca«e werg remove^ 
The Turks therefore, on their part, that they 
might facilitate the general pacification, deter- 
mined to fet thp i^baflTador Obrefkow at liberty^ 
ivho till ^cfi had been detained in the Seven 
Tpwersj for this was a prejimj^jary exaae4 by 
the emprefs, and ^ithpuf \yhich fhe wqi^d liftcn 
tq no nego^ia(ioq. 

> 7 72.' Though every court w^ adive, the 
dilatorinefs and irrefolution of the Ruffians re? 
fafded the conclufion of the treaty of difmem- 
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bcrmcnt. The negotiation chiefly Hopped at 
the poffcffion of th^ city of Dantzic, The Ruf- 
fians pretended that they had guarantied the 
freedom of this petty republic ; but in reality it 
was the Englilh who, jealous of the Pruffians, 
protefted the liberties pf tha^t maritime town ; 
and who encouraged the emprefs of Ruflia in 
refufing her cpnfent to the demafids of his P ruf- 
fian majefty. It was ncverthelefs neceflary for 
the king to determine ; and, as it was evident 
that the poflfeflioii of the Viftula, and ^he port 
of Dantzic, would in ?ime alfo fubjcdt the city, 
it was thought proper npt to delay a negotia- 
tiPn fo impoitant, for ^n advantage which, in 
reality, was but deferred; for whicl^ reafon his 
majefty defifted from his demand; 

After much lingering, the ultimatum of the 
court of Peterlburg was received* (January the 
1 2th.) The Ruffians continued to infift pi^ tii?* 
confiderable fuccours which they demanded from, 
the Pruffians, Ihould the Atiflrians declare war. 
However ofFenfive fuch inequalities were, how^ 
ever difpropiortionate to- the aid which allies in' 
reality mutually owe cachf othefr, as the emp^^s 
queen was known at that time to be in a more 
favourable and pacific temper than (he had 
been, thefe confideratlons ceafed to condnue of 
importance, when a trdaty jfe advantageous was 
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|p be concluded J and the Ruffians were pro- 
mifed fuccourswhich, after fuch a treaty, never 
Fou|d be called in queftion. 

(February 1 7th.) Obftacles fo numerous being 
remqved, the fecret convention was at length 
figned at Peterfburg. The Pruffian acquifitions 
ii^ere fuch as we have ftated them ; the cities of 
Pantzic and Thorn, and their territories, ex- 
cepted. By this partition, the court of Peterf- 
burg acquired a very confiderable diftrift in 
Poland*, extending along its ancient frontiers, 
from the Dwina as far as the Dniefter. The 
time fixed* on for taking, pofleffion was the 
month of June; and it was agreed to invite the 
cmpref^ queen Ko join the two contrading 
powers, and to make herfelf a party in the dif- 
memberment, Ruffia and Pruffia guarantied 
theiF refpeftive acquifitions, and promifed to 
aft in concert at the diet of Warfaw, that they 
might obtain the confent of the republic to all 
thefe conceffions. The king further engaged, 
by a fecret article, to fend twenty thoufand men 
into Poland, who were to join the Ruflians,,, 
fltould the war become general. His majefty 
fifrther pledged himfelf openly to declare againft . 
the hou{e of Auflxia, if this aid (hould not be ^ 
found fufficient. It was alfo ftipulated that the * 
]^ruffian fubfidy flibuld ceafc to be paid, as ibon 

as 



^9 yesTRUMous works. 

as the aoxiliaiy corps (hould have joined the 
iluffian army. In another article it was ad- 
ded that his majefly (hould be authorifed ia 
withdrawing his auxiliary troops, if> becaiife of 
fuch fuccoin-^ he (hould be attacked by the Au- 
ftrians, in his proper (lates; and in this cafe 
Ruflia promifed to fend him a corps of fix thou* 
(and footj and four thoufand Coflacks. The 
number was further to be doubled whenever 
circumftances would permit. Ruflia alfo agreed 
to maintain an army of fifty thoufand men in 
Poland, in order to afiTift the king with all her 
powers, after the war with the Ottomans (hould 
be terminated; and in fine to continue this aid 
till fuch time as, by a general pacification, a 
fuitable compenfation could be procured for 
Fruflia. A feparate convefidpn was ^dded to 
all thefe articles, to regulate the reciprpcal pi^iA-r 
tcnajice of th? auxiliary troops. 

This work^ whiph was to ferve as a bafis to 
th^ projefts that were to f nfue, bcii)g termi- 
nated, it now remained to pcrfuade the court of 
Vienna fo join the two contrafting powers. 
Thf re were three parries formed in that court, 
and which wpre of three different opinions,, 
The' emperor was defirpus of regaiijinjgin Hun- 
gary thofc prpvinces which his anccftors had 
loft by the peace of Belgrade* The cmprefs^ 
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Kis mother, no longer ppflefled of that energy 
and fortitude of which (he had given fo many 
proofs in her youth, and who began to addifk 
herfelf to myftical devotion, reproached herfelf ' 
with the blood which her pail wars had (bed. 
She detefted war, and wifhed to purchafe peace^ 
be the price what it might. Prince Kaunitz, 
endowed with an accurate judgment, who 
widied to unite the interefts of the monarchy 
with the inclination of his miftrefs, confequently 
found himfelf obliged to choofe between war 
or the difmemberment of Poland; and had 
further to dread that, fhould he determine on 
the latter, the union between the houfes of 
Bourbon and Auftria^ which k^ regarded as his 
mafterpiece would have an end. On one 
fide, the Pruffian cavalry, remounted with fuch 
promptitude, gave him to underftand that the 
king was decifive in hismeafures; on the other, 
he iaw his majefty was defirous of a general 
pacification, to efifedt which he ardently U-J 
boured. 

In fine the king told the Auftrian envoy, 
during a conference between them, that his 
majefty congratulated the emprefs queen for 
having, at that moment, the deftiny of Europe 
in her power; becaufe that, in reality, peace 
or war, under the prefent circiunftances, de« 
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penned on the part which ftie (hould tak^ 
The king added that, he had fuch entire confix 
dence in the known wifdom of that gt*eat prin^ 
cefs, it was not poffible he Ihould doubt but 
that (he would prefer the general tranquillity of 
Europe to the troubles which might arife, knd 
the confequences of which no man could fore* 
fee. 

This convcrfation, which van Swieten gave 
a relation of to his court, produced every effeft 
that could have been hoped. Prince Kaunitz 
was convinced it was requifite he (hould re- 
nounce an alliance with the Turks, and all the 
plans which were founded on this principle. He, 
in like manner, CQmjprehended it w^s no longer 
in his power to prevent the difmemberment ot 
Poland, uhlefs he (hould, without the aflidance 
of any ally, attack the united forces of PruiBa 
and Ru(iia. This was a peril too difadvantage- 
ous for any man of the leaft prudence willingly 
to incur. Thus there remained no other rea* 
^fonable mode pf adling but that of joining th& 
two allied courts, and participating of the dif- 
memberment of Poland ; that by fuch means 
an equilibrium might be preferred between the 
three powers.. . 

In confequence of this refolotipn, baron van. 
Swieten was charged to propofe, in the name 

of 
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jof his coiut, the figning of an .ad, by which the 
three courts, (hould agree to obferve a perfe^ 
equality in the partition which was to be made 
of Poland. The propofition being a juft onf 
was receivefi without difliculty, becaufc it kvelr 
led all the obftacles which hitherto had occa- 
iioned fo n^uch embarraiTment ; and becanlib 
fuch were the only means of avoiding that gener 
ral war which there had been fo many {fax>ng 
reafons to apprdiend. The ad was figned 
jfMarch 4th) without delay, and was immcr 
diately interichanged. 

The treaty thus concluded between the courti 
of Berlin and Vienna was inceflantly communi- 
cated to that of Peterfburg. The emprefs re- 
ceived the important intelligence with pleafure. 
By the acceffion of Auftria (he thus faw herfelf 
relieved from the burthen of a new war, whic)i 
ihe perhaps would have found it difEcult to 
juftain* She followed the advice of the king, 
who exhorted her to diminifli, as much as (he 
was able, the number of her enemies. Thencf 
it happened that, foon after, the fame convene* 
tion was ligned at Peterfburg, by the two Impe? 
rial courts. 

Expedition was afterward ufcd to equali;&«^ 
the pardtion of the three courts. That whiei^ 
had been regulated between Pruffiji^ and RniC% 
3 was 
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iiras immediately communicated to the em^refd 
queen. The court of Vienna, in her counterpro- 
jeft, took care not to forget herfelf. Her avidity 
ttxtended over numerous palatinates, including 
ifce whole fpace that lay between the principality 
of Tcfchen and the very confines of Wallachia ; 
and in one diredion advanced as far as Belcz^ 
within a fmall diftancc of Warfaw* The coun- 
try which that line of demarcation compre- 
hended, and which conftituted nearly the third 
of Poland, was too evidently in contradiftion td 
the convention which this court had but juft 
£gned with the other powers. 

The portion which the Auflxians wi(hed to 
appropriate to themfelves was held to be as 
enormous, at Peterfburg, as it had been thought 
exorbitant, at Berlin. Shocked at proceedings 
fo indecent, count Panin remitted a memorial to 
prince Lobkowitz, who refided at Peteiiburg 
in quality of Auftrian ambaflador, in which he 
•ftimated with precifion the partition of the three 
courts, and concluded that, in order to eftablifh 
a perfedt equality, it was neceffary that Vienna 
fliould think proper to renounce the poffeflioii 
of Leopol, and the important fait- pits of Wi- 
liczka, that no one might imagine themfelves 
wronged. 

The court of Vienna continued to infift 00 
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€Kc town of Leopol and thefalt-pits of Wiliczka, 
V/hich (he was determined to poffefs ; but at the 
lame time, in order to facilitate the convention, 
(he gave up the palatinates of Lublin, Chelm, 
and Bclcz. Such being the ftate of the nego- 
tiation, it was neceflary to haften the conclufion 
x>f it, or the difmembcrment muft be renounced. 
On fuch an occafion, too great exactitude ia 
eftimating the different portions would have 
given birth to never-ending difputes; other' 
powers v^ould infallibly have profited by the 
mifunderftanding, and all the previous trouble 
that had been taken would have been rendered 
ineffectual . 

Perfuaded of this, the king advifed the em- 
'prefs of Ruflia to accept the conditions which the 
court of Vienna announced as her ultimatum. 
Catharine well underftood how precious the mo- 
ments were: and, there being no longer any 
impediment, the triple convention of the con- 
tracting courts was figned (Auguft the 5th) by 
their minifters at Peterfburg, 

The Pruffian and Ruffian acquifit^s in this 
treaty were fuch as they have belSre been de- 
fcribed* The portion which was allotted to the 
Auftrians extended from the principality of 
Tefchen, beyond Sendomir, to the confluence 
of the Sau, drawing a right line to the Bug, and 
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from that river to the Dnicftcr, on the frontiers 
of Podolia and Moldavia. The three courts 
guarantied their refpeftive poffeffions, and pro* 
mifed to aft in concert, to induce the republic 
of Poland to grant its confent to tly: ceflions 
that (hould be demanded. 

The court of Vienna, rendered gracious by fo 
many acquifitions, promifed to employ her good 
offices, coryointly with the king of Pruflia, in 
order to difpofe the Porte to accept the condi- 
tions of peace, fuch as they were ftipulated by 
Ruffia. 

The three courts fixed the ift of September 
for the day of taking poffeffion. They agreed 
to fend a declaration, which ftiould be concert- 
ed between the three powers, to the king of Po- 
land, about the fame period, that the republic 
might be informed of the arrangements which 
had been made, and exhorted to convoke an 
extraordinary diet, effeftually to accomplifli the 
.entire pacification of the kingdom. At this 
diet, Ruffia, Auftria, and Pruflia individually 
propofed to prefent a deduction, which (hould 
contain the pretenfions of each power, with the 
, claims they imagined themfelves to have on the 
provinces of yvhich they had taken poffeflion. 

The king founded his demands on Ponie^ 
rellia, and a part of Great Poland, fituated on 

this 
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ttiis -^fide the Netze, upon the plea that thefe 
j^rovinces, formerly annexed to Pomerania and 
Brandenbourg, had been difmembered Hy the 
Poles. He claimed the town of Elbing, in 
virtue rfa pretended debt, and of a loan which 
his anceftors had advanced the republic on that 
town. The bifhoprick of.Warmia, and the 
palatinates of Marienburg and Culm, were 
ilated to be an equivalent to Dantzick, the 
capital of Pomerellia, which was to remain free. 

We will not here dwell on the rights of the 
three powers; a lingular juntj^ion of circum* 
fiances was neceflary to produce this difmem- 
berment, and that union of interefts which was 
requifitc. They were th'fe fole means of avoid- 
ing a^ general war. 

Such was the conclufion of fo many negotia-. 
tions, which required patience, fortitude, and 
addrefs. Europe was at diis time preferved from. 
a general war, which was ready to burft forth. 
It was difficult to conciliate interefts fo oppo- 
fite as thofe of the Auftrians and the Ruffians • 
To compenfate the Ruffians for the conquefts 
. which Auftjria demanded fhould be reftored to 
the Porto, there was no other medium than that 
of affigning them poffeffions in Poland. The 
emprefs queen fet the example, by cauiuig her 
troops ta occupy the lordfhip of Zips ; and, if 
F 2 an 
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an equilibrium between the monarchies of thtf 
north was in any manner to be maintained, it 
was requifite the king ftiould take part* in the 
difmemberment. This is the firft example 
which hiftory furnifties of a partition fb regu- 
lated, and peaceably terminated, between three 
fovereigns. But for the circumftances under 
which Europe at that time was, the moft able 
politicians muft have failed in fuch an attempt. 
All depends on opportunity, and feizing the 
moment when opportunity prefents itfelf. 

The care of the three powers was not wholly 
abforbed by their refpcftive interefts in the dif- 
memberment. They were not the lefs aftive 
in prefling the Turks to a coagrefs. The Au- 
flrian inter;iuncio, who refided at Conftanti- 
nople, fpoke no more of the fubfidies, which he 
had fo warmly folicited, nor of the diverfions 
his court meant to make in favour of the Porte* 
Far from encouraging the Turks to continue 
the war, he joined the Pruflian ambaflador, to 
induce the Divan to make choice of the perfons 
whom the grand Seignor fliould fend to the 
congrefs of pacification. The plenipotentiaries 
were appointed, on the part of the two bellige- 
rent powers. The Pruflian and Auftrian am- 
bafl'adors joined them at Foxfiani, in the begin- 
3 * ning 
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nSng of Auguft^ at which pUee _the coiE^^prences 
were held. 

Here count Oriow, the favourite of the em- 
pitfs, prefidecj on the part of Ruffia; and Ofman 
JEfFendi, in behalf of the Muffulmen. The two 
miniilers appeared to agree on the eflential ar-p 
jficles of the treaty, and even relative tp the in- 
dependenice of the Tartars, But, whfn the 
plan was examined article by article, Ofman 
EfFendi presented another, by which the right 
of confirming the khan^ of the Tartars eled, 
and of adminiftering juftice in the Crimea, was 
jreferyed to the grand Seignor. This propofi* 
tion was rejefted; and Ofman prefented one 
more moderate, which was as little ^miflible as 
the '.former; on which he d<:clared that, after 
having ufed every means in which h? wa$ in- 
dulged by his inftrudUons, after having modi- 
fied and foftened the articles which gave moft 
offence to Ruflia, ftill perceiving that, regard- 
lefs of the moderation of die grand Seignor, his 
proportions were all rejeded, he had only to 
demand horfes that he might return to Conftan- 
tinople. Count Orlow took him at his word ; 
jhe perfonal interefts of the count recalled him 
to Peterfburg, where his enemies, profiting by 
}fiis abfence, had found means to fupplant him ; 
j(n^ thus the congrefs, which had beenaflemble^ 
F 5 mxk 
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with fo imich trouble, did not fit to the end of 
the month in which it began. 

The more the aflFairs of the north and caft 
were advantageous to Ruflla^ the greater were 
the attempts of France, little fatisfied as (he was 
with her own want of importance, to find a re- 
compenfe by her intrigues for the afcendcncy 
which ihe had loft. This (he flattered herfelf 
(he might regain by making Sweden a party: 
The prince royal of Sweden, on his travels at 
that time in France, happened to be at Paris 
when he was informed of the death of the king 
his father. The minifters of Louis XV. that 
tjiey might pro(it by the occalion, entered into 
fecret engagements with the young prince. They 
promUbd to pay up the arrears of the laft war, 
which France was indebted to Sweden. The 
fum total amounted to one million three hun^ 
dred thoufand crowns, a part of which was re- 
mitted to him at Paris; and they led him to 
hope for the reit,' if he would employ it to 
change the form of government in Sweden, and 
render it abfolute. 

; The youthful prince, ardent, ambitious, but 
with an alloy* of levity, from that time applied 
hlmfelf, without referve, to the execution of 
this projeft ; a favourable opportunity to ac- 
complifh which would be furi^ifhed by the diet 

that 
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tbat was to beafleniblcd for his coronation. On 

his return to Stockholm, cmiflaries provided 

with money were fent into all the provinces of 

the kingdom, to corrupt the deputies, and a 

part of the troops. His brother, prince Charles, 

put hinifelf at the head of on^ of thefc corps, to 

cohdu£i: it to the capital, for the fupport of the 

king.; but the young monarch did not wait his 

arrival. He had gained over the regiment of 

guards, and that of the artillery. By this means 

he feized on the arfenal, pointed cannon to 

fweep the fquares and ftreets, afTenibled th^ 

fenators who were intimidated by preparations 

fo novel, and (Auguft thei i8di) caufed himfelf 

to be declared fovereign by this body, whicfe 

reprefcnted the whole nation. 

An event (b unexpeded occafioned fome in* 
jquietude at the court of Berlin. The king, i^i 
his treaty with Ruffia, had engaged to maintain 
the form of government. eftabliflied in Sweden 
in the year 1720, He was not ignorant how 
ftrong an inaprdfion fo fudden a r^volutioa 
would ;iiafc^ on the emprefs of Ruffia. The 
congrefs of Foxfiani had indeed been interrupt- 
ed, but the. Ruffians and Turks were again par- 
leying, preparatory to the affembling another 
at Buchareft. Should peace be concluded be- 
tween thefe two powers, it might be eij^pefted 
F4 th^t 
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that Ruflia would inftantly labour to peftorc ^ 
Swcdifh government to its ancient fonn« The' 
young king of Sweden, who depended on the 
fupport of France, would never voluntarily re- 
fign the power he had fo lately acquired. Here 
was a new fubged for war, in ^hich the king 
would have been obliged to combat againft his 
own nephew; and nature, which pleads in jhid 
hearts of kings as powerfully as in thofe of pn-. 
vatc perfons, revolted at the aft. 

On the other part, politics requir^ the faith 
of treaties (hould be refpefted. la diis dilem* 
ma, the king availed himfelf of the court of 
Vienna, in order that, by her remonftrtances at 
Peterfburg, the firft effcrvefcence of B^uffia 
might be calmed. Emotions of anger tod re- 
venge howover would have been moft powerful 
in the mind of the emprefs of Ruflia, had no^ 
the Turks, with much fortitude, refiflcd the 
rigorous and vexatious conditions which the 
Mufcovites endeavoured to oblige them to ac- 
cept. In the interim, the king of Sweden be- 
ing aware of the danger with which he was 
menaced, on the part of Ruf&a, ' it became a 
matter of moment with him firfl to prevent ^11 
interference from Denmark, that he might oply 
have one enemy at a time to combat, 
Thi^ obliges us to go back that we may with 

precifioQ 
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jprecifion expofe the rcai^as which the king of 
Sweden had to ad th^. The king of Dca- 
mark had afcended die thmpe too young, and 
{before he had been formed for government bjr 
experience. He was furroimded by minifters 
who were grown old in the iatrigues of the 
coiirt, and who, being rather intereft^d perfons 
fhan good citizens, had no other ambition dian 
f hat of ^verning their matter. As thcfe rivals 
ftruggied mutually to fupplant each other, their 
^ontefts did byt occafion frequent difgraces: 
each day produced new minifters and new pro- 
je<9:s of governments The fieur Saldern, who 
was at.that time ambaflador from RufTia at Co* 
penhagen, had, as we have before faid, traffick* 
^d for the exchange of the dutchy of Gottorp, 
in lieu of thofe of Oldenburg and Delmenhorft, 
This foreign ambaffador, having too much 
power at Copenhagen, perfuaded tlie king to 
make a tour through foreign countries, wiihing 
by that to prevent his vifiting the kingdom of 
Norway, as he had intended to do, and in which 
4t was feared fome changes wpuld have been in- 
troduced, prejudicial to the interefts of RufEa. 

Soon after his marriage with the princcfs 
Matilda, lifter to the king of England, he de- 
parted from Copenhagen, and travelled to Lon- 
don, and from thence'to Paris. His courtiers, 

and 
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and the perfohs who attended him, fbrengchened 
his inclination to voluptuoufnefs and debauchery. 
On his return from his travels, he brought hon^ 
a difeafe for the cure of which he had taken no 
care. The queen, his confort, under the pre* 
tcncc of recovering his health, gained a domi«- 
' nicm over his mind, and propofed a phyfician 
to him, named Struenfee, as the man mod ca* 
pablc of effefting his cure. The free accefs 
which this phyfician had to the court gave hinj 
an opportunity^ of imperceptibly gaining au 
afccndency over the queen, which was unbe^ 
coming- a man of his inferior birth. 
• This connexion, which daily increafed in 
intimacy, obliged the queen to take the utmoft 
precautions left the king (hould perceive the 
prefent proceedings. It is pretended that, for 
the greater certainty, the queen and the phyfi- 
cian, under the pretext of adminiftering reme- 
dies to the king, caufed him to take opium. 
The too frequent ufe of that foporifio produced 
a confiderable effeft on the undei-ftanding of 
the young monarch: he was fubjeft to fuch 
long and continued fits of forgetfulnefs that the 
queen, and the phyfician, feized on the reins of 
government. Struenfee was created prime mi- 
nifter, and, during fome months, was in reality 
king of Denmark. The Danifh nation was 

enraged. 
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eftraged. It was at length difcovercd that the 
projeft of the minifter was to caufe the king to 
be declared incapable of reigning, and, under , 
fhis pretext, to raife himfelf to the proteftorfljip 
cf the kingdom; which ftep conipleted the 
difguft that the minds of men had conceived. 
To expofe the kingdom to fall under a denomi- 
nation like this was to cover it with opprobrium. 
The marine guards, whom it had been intend- 
ed to break, becaufe that the fadtion fufpeftcd 
their fidelity, gave the firft Ihock to the revolu- 
tion. The two generals Eickftiaedt and Cceller, 
both Pomeranians by birth, and the minifter of 
fiate. Often, fecredy repaired to the queen, 
Julia, the mother-in-law of the king, and in the 
moft lively colours painted thofe perils by which 
ihe, perfohally, as well as her fon-in-law, and 
the whole kingdom, were menaced. They con- 
jured her, at a moment fo criticali to take a de* 
cifive prfrt ; and prevailed on her to repair, after 
a ball, which was to continue a great part of 
^he night, by a fecret ftair-cafe, into the apart- 
ment of the king, to inform him of the imminent 
danger which threatened him, and to oblige 
him inftantaneoully to fign an order by which 
the generals fliould be authorized, the one to 
' arreft the queen Matilda, and the other to fe- 
cure the phyfician, prinxe miniften 

The 
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The plan was executed as it had^ beca pro* 
jetted. The queen was imprifoned in a fortrefs, 
and the phyfician and his adherents were brought 
to trial. The fear of tortures made them con- 
fefs all the crimes of which they were accufe4. 
The marriage of the queen Matilda was an^ 
nulled. By the intervention of the king of Eng- 
land fhe was permitted to leave Denmark, and 
to retire into the eleftorate of Hanover. She 
fixed her abode at ZcUe> where (he was treate4 
with diftin£tion by her brother. 

The phyfician and baron Brandt, after their 
trial, were beheaded. The queen Julia, mother* 
in law of the king, aflumed the management of 
affairs. Every thing was feebly conduAed at tl^c 
commencement of fuch an adminiftratjon, which, 
in reality, was nothing more tha^ a regency, 
The debility of the mind of the king was equi-? 
valent to a minority. The Norwegians, w|i0| 
had been loaded with taxes for the fupport of 
the bank, which was on thp point of bankruptcyj^ 
.'began, on various occafions, to manifeft jtheir 
difcontents. The fudden revolution, that at the 
fame time happened in the Swedifti govern- 
ment, gave very powerful alarms at the court 
of Copenhagen, whicih dreaded the enterprifes, 
of a youthful neighbouring prince, by birth the 
enemy of the Danes. The queen Julia fent 

general 
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general Huth, with fome troops, into Norway; 
in-order to guard that kingdom* againft any 
foreign invader. 

The diflktisfaftion of the Nomegians, and 
the little favourable propenfities they had to^ 
waid the court, were the fubjefts on which the 
king of Sweden founded his hopes. Some de- 
puties from the peafants of that kingdom, who 
came to him in the fmall town of Eckhoimfund, 
aflured him that he had only to ftiew himfelf 
with a few troops, on their frontiers, to animate 
the Norwegian peafants, and to occafion an in- 
furreftion in his favour. Without examining 
whether it was the nation, that fpoke by the 
mouth of thefe deputies, or whether they were 
merely the organs of fome obfcure malecontents, 
the king fuddenly departed, under the pretence 
of making what is called, in Sweden, the Eric 
Gatta. He made the tour of the fouthern pro- 
vinces in Scania, and toward the frontiers of 
Norway. He thence fent a memorial to the 
court of Denmark (November the 9th) con* 
ceived in terms of menace, wherein he demanded 
the reafon of the extraordinary armaments which 
that court was.making in Norway. He at the 
fame time prepared to undertake war himfelf, 
Swedifh troops, provided with artillery, ap- 
proached Norway. His numerous cmiflaries 

were 
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were difperfed through the kingdomj Co etcitd 
the people to fedition. InefFedual attetapts 
ifrerc made to bum the dock-yard of Copen- 
hagen > in fine every thing tended to a rupture 
between ihe two kingdoms j which perhaps mud 
have enfued, had not the court of Ber^i^^ by 
the moft energetic remonftrances, induced the 
two powers to come to a mutual edairciirement^ 
relative to their fufpicions, and to an accommo* 
dation. The effedt thefe remonftrances produced 
occafioned the king of Sweden to return to his 
capital, and freed the Danes from their fears. 

The change of government in Sweden had. 
given difpleafure to the emprefs of Ruflia, and 
thefe motions of the monarch, on the frontiers 
of Norway, offended her ftill further. She 
feared left a prince, fo reftlefs and enterprizing 
as the king of Sweden, (hould with equal levity 
make an attack on the frontiers of Eftonia. and 
Finland. Thefe two provinces were^ at that 
time, unprovided with troops ; the Ruffian ar- 
mies were in Beflarabia, and in the Crimea, 
. and Poland was over-run with more than fifty 
thoufand of the Mufcovite troops. The em- 
prefs judged that, under fuch circumftances,, 
while (he was making conquefts in the eaft> and 
fubjugating the Sarmatians, (he ought not to 
negleft the fecurity of her former poffeffions. 
I With. 
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With this intent, (he recalled twenty thoufand 
of her foldiers, who were in Poland, to fend 
them into Livonia, for the defence of that and 
other provinces, which (he believed were ex- 
pofed to infult from the Swedes. She alfo 
Ihewed herfelf more inclined to a new cOngrefs, 
for the conclufion of peacewith the Turks. 

Oftober 46th. The congrefs opened at 
Buchareft. The reis Effcndi was the plenipoten- 
tiary from the Poite, and the fieur Obreikow 
frcxh P.eterlburg. .The two plenipotentiary 
minifters of Pru(fia and Auflria did not at- 
tend, becaufe the Ruffians had been diflfatisfied 
with the fieur Thugut, who had been prefent 
at the firft congrefs, as minifter from the em- 
prefs queen. The Ruffians began by renewing 
cheir exorbitant pretenfions. They afterward 
receded on fevcral articles; but the ceflion of 
the fortreflfes of Kerfch and Jenikala, in the 
Crimea, fituated on the flrait of Zabach, the 
j)ofl€ffion of which would open a paflage to the 
RuflSans into the Euxine, Was an invincible im- 
pediment to the conclufion of peace. The 
/corps ofthe,Ulemas,or meu ofthe law, declared 
-to the grand Seignor it never wotild confent that 
Ruffia ihould, by this ce(fion, be emppwered 
tp fend out^a fleet which might threaten Con- 
ftantinople itfeljf with the m^Q: imminent dan» 
' ger; 
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ger; and Ruffia, on her p8wt, announced tht 
poflefllon of thefe two places as a condition from 
which (he would never recede. Hereupon each 
t)f the two courts fent an uUimafum to their pleni- 
potentiaries. The Ru0ians offered to give up thti 
money that they had demanded, on condition 
that the Turks would confent to the remainder ; 
and the Turks propofcd to grant twchty-one 
millions of rubles to the Ruflians, if they wduM 
reftore every thing to die date in which it wa^ 
before the commtacemeht of the wan Aftet 
the conditions had been mutually rejefted, to* 
ward the end of the month of March 17731 
this fccond congrefs broke up like the firft. 

Two reafons contributed to render the con* 
grefs ineffeftual. The firft was the burthen- 
fome, humiliatingt and rigorous conditions, to 
which Catharine wiflied to fubjeffc Muftapluu 
The other originated in the intrigues of France^ 
which, not fatisfied with employing bribes to 
gain the principal vifirs and grandees of the 
Porte, infpired them with courage by the hope 
that the king of Sweden would carry the war 
into Finland, and there make a diverfion in 
their favour ; adding that France was aftually 
arming a numerous fquadron at Toulon, which 
Ihe would fend to the Levant, and that it (hould 
there remain, to cruife in the Archipelago. 

The 
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Thfe court o( Vcifailles did more than raife 
theie petty cabals. She difapproved the con« 
du£k of the emprieft queen^ who, being her ally, 
had united with Pruffia and Ruffia, and had 
taken part with thefe powef^, which France 
regarded as her foes. To avenge herf^lf of th^ 
Auftrians, a quadruple alliance was projeded 
at VerfaiUes, between that court ahd thofc o^ 
Madridi Turin, and London* This was be- 
gun by fetting every engine in motion to infpirft 
England with diifatisfaftion againll Prufiia and 
Huffia. Numerous pamphlets were difperfcd 
by the French emiffarics, in fome of which they 
demonftrated to the Englilh the Very confider* 
thlc injuries their trad^ would endure, now thci 
king of PruflSa was in pofleffion of the pon oi 
Dantzic t in others they exaggerate the lofles 
which the eommercial intercfts of the Englifll 
tnuftfufier, (houldthe Ruffians obtain the free na^ 
vigation of the Euxine. Thefe ,writings at length 
taadtt fame impreffidn ; the impetuofity of the 
Englifll was quickly excited, and, without 
knowing why, the nation vented Ibud exclama- 
tions, protefting that ttie port of Dantzic was 
about to iruih the tride of Great Britain. 

It is'unneceffary here to report all the dif- 
agreeable circuniftahces to which thefe clamours 
gave birthj but w* are indifpcnfably obliged 

Vox. iv. O ^ 
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to reUttc that the Englilh addreffcd thcmfelves 
to the Ruffians^ and that they required the am-» 
baiTador of the emprefs, in conjunftion' with the 
Englifli anlbaflador, to give law to the king of 
Pruffia, in his own domains, which belonged 
to him as legally as the provinces which the 
two other powers had invaded did to thefii, that 
he might faCrifice his intereft to their caprices. 

The Ruffians did not entirely enter into thefc 
extravagant ideas of • the Englifli. The war 
with the Turks ftill' continued. The king 
grafted fubfidies; it was therefore neceffary 
they fliould pay him fome attention. Some 
vague negotiations took place with the court of 
Peterfburg, concerning the duties and tolls of 
the Viftula, and relative to the port of Dantzic* 
After explanations between the parties, and 
when good reafons had been adduced to con- 
vince the czarina that each fovereign was mailer 
of his own territories, and that therefore he ought 
not to be difturbed in the adminiftration of his 
finances, the Ruffians found thefe proofs were 
valid, and affairs remained in their former 
ftate. ' " 

The projeft of the French and Enjglilh waa 
ftill more artful than as above reprcfented- 
Their view was to embroil Pruffia and Ruffia^ 
on the fubjeft of the port of Dantzic ; and, 

though 
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t)iough theconclufion did not correfpond with 
the attempt, the Englifh did not ceafc to teftify, 
at the court of l^eterlburg, how jealous and 
envious they were of the commerce of the 
Euxine, which it was the intention of the Ruf- 
fian^ to exercife. But the breaking up of the 
congress of Buchareft delivered them, for the 
moment, from their apprehenfions. 

The inteftine troubles of the court of iPeterf- 
burg, and the different faftions which were 
endeavouring to efFed the deftruftion of their 
opponents, influenced the public affairs, and 
Occafioned new difputes ; fometimes refpefting 
the port of Dantzic; at others, concerning tht 
-tolls ; aiid, On a third OCcafion, relative to the 
limits of the new acquifitions. Ill-humour was 
carried fo far that they difputed a diflrid with 
the king fituated beyond the Net^e, which he 
had inferted in his line of demarcation. Other 
difficulties were raifed concerning the territory 
of Thorn, which it was pretended he had irt- 
croached upon ; although the partition had been 
regulated by the mdft authentic geographical 
maps that were to be procured. 

The Ruffians had fimilar quarrels with the 

Auftrians, concerning a diflriA which they had 

appropriated to themfelves, lying beyond the 

San, and which was of confiderable extcnit^ 

G 2. Th« 
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The king promifed he would comply with the * 
emprefs of Ruffia, and^ in a certain degree, 
accommodate himfelf toherdelires^ on condition 
that the Auftrians would aft in like manner ; 
but the court of Vienna, difplaying its haughti* 
nefs and its whole dignity, declared it would 
not yield an inch of its poffeffions. This proud 
and determined declaration of the Auflrians 
compelled the Rullians to keep filence, and from 
that time affairs remained in the date in which 
they then were. 

All thefc petty arts derived their origin from 
the hatred in which count Orlow, now made a 
princcy helfl count Panin. He accufed him of 
having too advantageoufly regulated the parti- 
tion in behalf of the Ruffian allies; and the 
miniftcr, who faw his influence tottering, had 
not the courage firmly to maintain the points 
on which the emprefs of Ruffia and the king 
of Pruffia had been mutually agreed, when the 
convention was iigned. About this time, the 
nuptials of the grand duke were celebrated at 
Peterlburg. (July.) Count Panin, who had 
been his governor, then gave up his charge, 
and the emprefs not only gracioufly rewarded 
him but, undeceived, relative to the calumnies 
with which his enemies had endeavoured to 
4 blacken 
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blacken his d^radLer^ (he reftoitd hitn to her 
confidence. 

It was the king who/ by his efforts, occa^^ 
fioned the choice which the cmprefs made of s^ 
daughter-tn-law to aUght on the princefs cf 
Darmftadt, own lifter to the princefs of Pruflia, 
If influence was to be preferred in Ruffia, it 
was neceflary perfons fliould refide there who 
were connected widi Pruflia. When the prince 
of Pruflia fliould afcend the throne^ it was to 
be hoped he might hence derive great advan- 
tages. M. von A&bittg, a fubjeft of the king, 
and who had pafled into the fervice of the em* 
prefsy was commifiioned to make a tour through 
the courts of Germany, in which there were 
marriageable princeflfes, and to give in hii 
report. He chofe the princefs of Darmftadt^ 
who was defigned for the confort of die grand 
duke^ 

While the m.arriage feftiv^s were celebrating 
in the city of Peterlburg,^ the diet of Poland 
aflembled at Warfaw. The three courts there 
publiihed a manifefto, with a dedudion of their 
claims. They demanded that the king an4 
the republic (hould— 

I. Sign the treaty of ceffion, in favour of th^ 
three courts. 

a. The pacification of Poland, 

G 3 ' 3. Set 
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3. Set apart a fixed fum for tlie fupport of 
their king. 

4* Should eftablifh a permanent council. And 

5. Appoint a ftable fond by which the re- 
public might maintain thirty thoufand men. 

At the fame time each power fent a corps of 
ten thoufand men into Poland. Each, in like 
manner, fent a general to Warfaw. The name 
of the Auftrian general was Richecourt; of the 
RufliinBibikow; and of the Pruffian Lentulus. 
They had orders to aft in concert, and to chaf- 
tife the grandees who ihould attempt to cabal^ 
or be any let to the innovations which were in- 
tended to be made on their country. 

At the beginning the Poles were froward; 
they treated whatever was propofed with repug- 
nance, and the nuncios from the palatinates 
did not arrive at Warfaw. Fatigued by thefe 
delays, and this obftinacy, the court of Vienna 
propofed to fix a day for the affembling of the 
diet, with a menace that, if the nuncios ihould 
fail to be prefeht, the three courts, without fur- 
ther lofs of rime, would difmember the whole 
kingdom. But it was likewife added that, out 
of regard to them, if they fhould give indica- 
tions of their docility, as foon as the aft of 
^effion Ihould be figned, tlie three powers 
l would 
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would withdraw their troops from the territories 
of the republic. 

Scarcely was this declaration publiflied before 
^ ^ed as if there had been no conftraint. The 
diet aflembled on the i pth of April ; the treaty 
of cdlion was approved and figned, firft with 
ihe Auftrians, afterward with the Ruffians, and 
that of Pruffia on the 1 8tb of September. It 
was agreed tbatcommiflaries (hould be fent to 
regulate the frontiers. The republic in favour 
of his^majefty jrenoimced its right to the re- 
verfibn of the kingdom of Pruffia, and of the 
fiefe of Lauenburg, Butow, and Draheim. Se- 
Teral articles of the treaty of Wclau were abo-^ 
liihed, and all the remaining provinces were 
guarantied to Poland. The king further pro- 
mifed to preferve the catholic religion, in his 
portion of the difiacmbermeht, in the ftate in 
which he found it j and thfe articles which re- 
lated to trade were Referred to fcparate adts. 
This treaty, and thofc of the other courts, were 
at firft only figned by the two marftials of the 
confederation, the prefident of the delegation, 
andtheambafiadors of the three powers. Thcfe 
ambaffadors began afterward to treat with thq 
members of the delegation. The crea^tio^i of a 
permanent council was agreed on, b^^t the dif- 
^uflions con<;erning it, which n\uft neceflarily 

G 4 bo 
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]}t long and circumftanpalj were remitted to thff 
fucceevling aflemblies. 

The Poles, whom we cannot but confider mh 
the moft frivolous and inconiidcrate peqpk in 
Europe, flattered t^emfelyes Tfithoiit the lead 
foundation that they fhould foon annihilate die 
labours of the three neighbouring powers* Thu$ 
do thofe reafon who ar^ little ufed to tefleS:. 
<^ The campaign of the Ruffians has not been 
f* fortunate this year, and they will Ije ruine4 
<' in the next; and/' s^lded the zealoui 
iQXers of the anarchy of the anpient gQvoti? 
inent of Poland, with ftill more wild bon?- 
i>ail, <^ the grand Seignor, at the head of his 
f* brave janiflaries, will foon penetiate into 
^^ Rulpa, will burn Mofcow and Peceriburg^ 
f < will dethrone the emprefs, and will then di- 
f* vide between himfejf and the Polcj the rcr 
f^ mains of that vaft empire." 

That we may judge how far their ill wi(he$ 
falfely^ovcr-rated the bad fuccefs of the Ruf- 
fians, it ^i|l be neceflary to relate wl^at pafled 
between the armies, during this campaign ; and 
pven to gp fompwhat back. After the br^akbg 
pp of the congrefs of Buchareft, the emprefs of 
Kuffia, accuftoiped to have inconceivable ex- 
ploits performed by her troops, imagined that 
by the aid of a new vidkory Ihe might render 
'•^ '"^ ^'' ' ^" . -- the 
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ihe fuitaxf lefs ftybbom in his purpofe, aad in^ 
duce him to confent to thofe conditions of peac^ 
jfrom which (he was4iot willing to recede. Sha 
tfaerelbre fent the marfhal orders to pafs the 
Danube with his army, and to attack, wherever 
he Ihould find, the foe* Romanzow felt fome 
repugnance to hazard his fame in an enterpri& 
(b perilous. He r^mohftrated concernmg the 
difficulties; faid the Danube was a mile wide^ 
in thefe parts; fpoke of the impoffibility cf con-f 
ftruding bridges ; the dangar ci difembarkin^ 
on the oppofite ftiore, under the fire of the 
f nemy ; And added that no firm footing could be 
obtained in Romelia; and that there was reafoii 
to fear the army would be expofed to circum* 
J^nces fimiiar to thofe which threatened Peter L 
on the banks of the Pruth. 

Thefe remonftrances were made in vain} 
reafbns xif war ceded to the impatience of the 
emprefsy ted Romanzow was obliged to pafs 
the Danube ^June 13th) with his army, thirty* 
live thoufand ftrong. He repuUed uid defeated 
a corps of obferyation^ vfbkk the Turks had 
lent on the banks of the river. He afterward 
marched for Siliftria^ whidi k was his intentiom 
to take« This town is ficuated. in a defile : it 
has no works for its defence^ \m the hills that 
furround it on both fidei were ipell fortified* 
Thirljr thoufand Turks were here encamped, 

and 
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and the army of the grand vizir, poftcd <Mt , 
mount Hcmus, was ready to fcad fuccour. 
Marfhal Romanzow, approaching Siliflxia, was 
determined to take the town: by aflault. He 
divided his army into different corps, fomc of 
which were to fupport the batteries that fired on 
the camp o£ the enemy, others to attack the; 
town, by that opening between the hills which 
was the wideft. The remainder was to form ^ 
referve, which 'was meant either to fupport the 
aflaults to be made^ or to proteft the ri^eat 
of the troopsi 

The Turks attacked this referve and the corpsi 
which covered the batteries, with thcii: fpahis, 
at the fame time that they came on the rear of 
the detachments; .which, it is true, had entered 
Siliftria, but which were afterward obliged to 
retire with veryconfiderable lofs* Informed of 
what had paflfed,ithe grand vizir quigkly fent 
A heavy bodyi of troops on the bac^ of the Ruf- 
fian aripy, to garhifli /a* defile- through which 
it muft.retreati iix order to regaiQ the banks of 
the Danube. H»ithc grand vizir known how 
to profit byT-iie opportunity, he would without 
lofs of time have:5i{Jiulted the rear-guard, and 
ihearmy of Rontenzsov^, then retiring; accord- 
ing to every, proba}>iUty, he would then have 
ieftroyed thifi Ruflian gerrpy, that had pafled the 
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Danube. But fate had decreed that fo the affair 
jhould not terminate. The grand vizir remain** 
ed quiet in his camp, and marflial Romanzow, 
having been informed that a corps of Turks 
was pofted in his rear, fent general Weiffman, 
at the head of a detachment, to dillodge the 
citemy from their ambufcade. The brave ge- 
neral, after incredible efforts of valour, was fuc- 
cefsful ; but his fuccefs coft him his life. 

This important advantage empowered the 
Riiflian army to regain the Danube. Here 
there were not boats fufficient to tranfport the 
troops, all at one time; three days were necef* 
fary to effeft the paffagc, during which it never 
entered the thoughts of the Turks to attack the 
diviiions of the army, that were waiting the rCr 
turn of die boats, or to throw the kaft impedi« 
ment in the way of their embarkation. 

The emprefs of Ruffia was exceedingly dif- 
fatisfied with the expedition. Troops were 
obliged to be drawn from Ingria, Eftonia, and 
Poland, in order to reinforce the army of Wal* 
lachia. Government however was not difcou^ 
raged; new projefts were formed at Peterfburg, 
which it was determined (hould be put in exe- 
cution, the fame year, toward the end of autumn. 
It muft be obferved that it is cuftomary among 
th? Turks for the Afiatic troops to return home, 

at 
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at the approach of winter. The Ruffians* being 
informed of thi^, were defirous of profiting by 
the weakened ftate of the army of the grand 
Tizir, after the departure of fo vaft a multitude 
of combatants. Romanzow^ by order of the 
emprefs, fent different detachments of his troops 
beyond the Danube; and the marlhal^ with the 
main army^ confiding of about twenty thoufand 
men, remained behind the rivers, to cover the 
conquered provinces of Wallachia and Mol« 
davia. 

General Ungem, prince Dolgorouki, and ge- 
neral Soltikow, were detached each at the head 
of three thoufand men. Ungem and Dolgo- 
rouki fell upon a corps of Turks, which they 
put to flight. The ferafquier who commanded 
them, and fome cannon, were taken. Their 
orders were to march from thence to Wama; to 
ieize on this important poft, And on the port by 
which the army of the vizir obtained fubfiftence 
from the Black Sea. As misfortune would have 
it, the two generis quarrelled. Ungern fingly 
advanced to Wama. He found the town well 
fortified, furrounded by a deep moat, full of 
water, defended by a fbrong garrifon, and xhp 
port full of TurkUh frigates, the artillery of 
which, fcouring the whole ihore, greatly in? 
cpmmqded the Ruifian troops. 

Ungertft 
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Ungern perceived it would be impoflible for 
him to force the town; and, having abandoned 
his projedt, was exceedingly haraflcd by the 
Turks on his retreat. He loft his artillery, not 
to mention a very confiderable number of his 
men. Still however he regained the Danube; 
while the Tvirks, on their part, feized on the 
magazine which the Ruffians had coUefted for 
the expedition; by which the latter were all 
obliged to repafs the JDkinube, and again to join 
their army, their numbers greatly reduced, and 
in a very diftreiTed and famifhed date. 

It now feemed that Fortune, in one of her ca- 
prices, weary of having fo long favoured the 
Ruffians, meant to pafs. over to the oppo$tc 
party. Two fucceffive expeditions into Ro* 
melia already had failed; and, as if this weir ^ 
not fufficient, the Coflacks of the Don, and tholi 
who inliabit the banks of the Jayck, in thi 
vicinage of Orenburg, revolted* Their princi- 
pal complaint was that the court had violated 
their privileges; by forming them into r<^* 
ments, like regular troops; by having drafted 
twenty thoufand of their countrymen to fend 
them againft the Turks; and by having ex- 
haufted their province, . in obliging it to fend 
©ore men and horfes than it was able to furnifli, 
A vagrant CoiTack headed the infurgents,and 

perfuadcd 
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perfuaded them that he brought with him the 
^ emperor Peter III. who wiflied to dethrone his 
wife, the emprefs, that he might place his fon^ 
the grand duke, upon the throne. Some of the 
neighbouring provinces joined the rebels. Their 
numbers, which daily increafed, obliged the 
emprefs to rccal as many of her troops as flic 
could from Eftonia, Ingria, and Poland, to op- 
pofc thefe Coflacks. General Bibikow was 
fent to head the corps that had thus been 
haftily affembled ; but, in defpite of all his dili- 
gence, he was unable to arrive in the kingdom 
of Cafan fooner than the month of March, irt 
the year 1774. 

JSo great a reverfe of profpcrity, which afto- 
nilhed a court that had been fo little accuftomed 
to misfortunes, infpired the emprefs with more 
pacific fcntiments. She feared, and with good 
reafon, the great number of recruits that were 
exafted from the provinces, which exadion had 
already occafioned murmurs, would induce the 
Ruffians to proceed from difqontent to open re- 
volt. Add to this confideration that the fuccefs 
which it may be faid had dazzled the eyes of 
Europe, at the commencement of the war, had 
loft much of its fpler^dor, during the courfe of 
the laft campaign. As the court had a very 
fincerc defire to re-eftablifti peace, count 

Panitt 



M£MOIR& AFTER THE PEACE. g^ 

TsLX&n, requeued count Solms to fend advice to 
th6 ficur von Zcgelin, ambaffador from the king 
to' the Porte, that he was intreaxed, in his own 
name, to lay the following propofitions before 
the cadilefker, who tranfaded the official bufi* 
nefs of the grand vizir, during his abfence. 

1. That the Porte fliould defift from the pof- 
feffion of Kerfch and Jenikala. 

2. That the Crimea (hould be governed by 
its own Kbam, without any interference of either 
Turks or Ruflians. 

3. That the free navigation of the Euxine 
fliOuld be confined to merchant (hips, not any 
of which (hould carry more than four or 
five guns ; stnd that all Ruffian (hips of war 
Ihould be forbidden to enter any of the ports 
which were under' the dominion of the grand 
Seignor. 

4. That Oczakow, inftead of Kinburn^ 
(hould appertain to the Ruflians, that they 
might at lead polTcfs one fortified town, with a 
port on the Euxine; and that, in coafideration 
of this grant, the Ruffians (hould rcftore Bender 
to the Turks, and with that all their other con^ 
quefts. * 

. That the delicacy of the cmprcfs Catharine 
might not he wounded, who had a repugnance. 
to make the firft propofals for peace to h.er ene- 
mies,. 



f6 fosttxiU6v% iir^nti: 

inics, the king willingly undcrtobk to prcfthi 
them in his own name^ at Conftantmople, and 
the more fo becaufe it was his peribnal iti-^ 
tereft to put an end to the w^r, which by its 
-continuation might be produftivc of difagreea« 
ble and vexatious events. • 

The new endeavour at pacification was not 
more (bccefsful than the preceding efforts had 
been/ Both powers were too elevated, too 
haughty, to bring them to terms of accommo^ 
dation. But, while thcfe things pafled, the 
grand Seignor, Muftapha, who had reigned 
during the courfe rtf this war, expired at Con- 
ftantinople. His brother Achmet fuccceded to 
the fceptre; a prince who was unacquainted 
with every thing, except the fcttigiio, which had 
been his prifon, and in which he had been 
educated. Ignorant, and equally confined and 
feeble in underilanding, he committed the cares 
of government to his fifler, and his grand vizir j 
nor was there any apparent change produced 
by his reign. 

In dcfpite of the pride which both the courtr 
^ffeftcd, they both felt how requtfite it was to 
re-eflablifli peace ; and, being alike difgufted 
that fo many congteffes had been aflemt« 
bled to no purpofe, they attempted another 
mode of reconciliation. They Renewed a dircA 

ncgotisH 
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b^otiadon between the grand vizir and mar- 
flial Romanzow. This however was retarded 
by the recurring difputes concerning the inde- 
pendence of the Crimea, arid the ceffiori of the 
places which Ruflia demanded; and thus the 
iafFair languifhed till the month of June, when 
the campaign opened. 

To avoid a general engag^meht, the grand 
vizir had chofen his camp on the mountains of 
Bulgaria, and only fcnt heavy detachments 
i^ainft marfhal Romanzow. The latter, defir- 
ing to recover that fame which had been in- 
jured by the unfortunate operations of his laft 
Campaign, after having paffed the Danube with 
his army j found means to turn that of the grand 
vizir by detachments, which beat all the troops 
by whom they were encountered. Romanzow* 
then fortified thefe detachments, one of which 
had the good fortune to defeat and carry off a 
confiderabie convoy, that had been deftined 
for the grand army of the Turks. Dearth foon 
began to make its appearance in the camp of 
the vizir: general Kamenfki cut off his com- 
mtinication with Adrianople. Had the Turk 
pofiefled audacity, he would have opened 
himfelf a paflage, fword in hand; efpccially 
fince the greateft part of his troops, wanting 
fubfiftence, defertcd; after having pillaged 

VOL. IV. H their 



98 POSTHUMOUS WO&K^^ 

their own camp. His reverie of fortune thrc«r 
the wretched grand vizir into defpair, and he 
imagined himfclf obliged to fign all the propo- 
fitions for peace which marlhal Romanzow 
thought proper to didate. 

The pes^ce produced the independence of the 
Crimea^ and gained the Ruffians the ceffion of 
the towns of Afow, Kinburn, and Jenikala. 
The Turks further granted them the free navi- 
gation of the Hellefporit, the Propontis, and 
the Archipelago, with the fum of four million 
and a half of rubles, as an indemnification for 
the expences of the war. Thefe preliminaries, 
which were fo glorious to the emprefs Catharine, 
were figned, on the loth of July 1^74, in the 
camp of marflial Romanzow* The grand vizir, 
without lofs of time, led back the few troops 
that remained with him to Adrianople, where 
he died with grief. 

The profperity which the empire of Ruffia en- 
joyed, in confequence of the advantages it had 
acquired over the Turks, was counterbalanced 
by the apprchenfions which the revolt of the 
CofTacks had occafioned. Pugatfchef, who was 
at the head of the rebels, had the addrefs to 
draw over the tribes that inhabit from the banks 
of the Jayck to thofe that are found in the 
vicinity of Mofcow to his party; even the no-? 

bility 
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bility began to be feduccd, and nothing was want- 
ing to this chief of a faftion, except the aid of 
good fortune, to complete the revolution which 
he intended to cfFed in the empire. But the 
peace which had fo lately been concluded with 
the Turks rendered all his plans abortive. The 
troops that the emprefs marched from Romelia 
were employed agSiinft the rebel. They fur- 
rounded him on all fides, difperfed his party, 
and cut ofFretrtat. He wais at length betrayed 
by one of bis adherents, who delivered him up 
to the Rtiifians, by whom he was condemned to 
t^e death he had merited. 

During all this interval the diet of Poland 
and the delegation were labouring at what they 
called a reform of the government. Whatever 
concerned the permanent council was* regulated; 
funds were fet apart for the maintenance of the 
king, which was fixed at the fum of one million 
two hundred thoufand crowns. Other funds 
were deftined for the fupport of the army. The 
article which regarded the diffidents was fup- 
pofed to be the moft delicate, becaufe of the 
fermentation which it might occafion in the 
minds of men, and was therefore referved for 
i3ie clofe of the diet. 

A new rumour, at this time, was fpread 
H 2 f hrough* 
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throughout Poland. The nation loudly com* 
plained becaufe the Auftrians and Pruffians^ as 
they affirmed, no longer fet any bounds to the 
cxtenfion of their limits. Thefe complaints 
^ere not entirely void of foundation; for the 
Auftrians, by the abufe of an incorrect map of 
Poland, as all the maps were, having confound- 
ed the names of two rivers, the Sbruze and the 
Podhorze, had, under this pretence, extended 
their limits far beyond what had been affigned 
them by the treaty of partition^ It had been 
(lipulated that th« difmemberment (hotild be 
made with perfeA equality, and that the por- 
tions which ftiould fall to the lot of the three 
powers (hould not be more extenfive in* the one 
than in the other inftance. Therefore, as the 
Auftrians had infringed the condition, the king 
thought himfelf authorized to do the fame. He | 
confequently extended his limits, and included | 
the old and new Netze, in that part of Pome- 
rellia which he already poffeffed. 

The court of Peterlburg interfered in the 
affair, and the king engaged to contradt the 
limits of his frontiers, on condition that the 
court of Vienna would fet the example. The 
Poles, informed of the altercations which paflTed 
^between the three coiuts, thought this was the^ 

moment^ 
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momentj by the aid of their cabals^ to fow dif- 
cprd, bitternefsj and envy, between the powers^ 

With this intent count Branicky, grand gene- 
ral of Poland, was fent to Peterfburg, under 
the pretence of pleading the caufe erf" the re- 
public, but rather to incite the anger of the 
emprefs againll Pruflia and Auftria. feefore he 
was made grand general, he had accompanied 
Poniatowfky to Peterfburg, previous to his be- 
ing eleAed king. Although this envoy did not 
accomplKh the great purpofe of the republic, 
which was to annul all that had been done, he 
irritated Ruffian vanity, by reprefenting to 
the empreis that her honour was pledged nqt 
to fuffer the Pruffians and Auilrians to dif- 
play their defpotifm in Poland. Delu^tatory 
letters were immediately expedited to the king, 
a^ well as to the emprefs queen, to induce them 
not to abufe that complaisance which the emprefs 
had hitherto paid to their interefb. 

The king replied to the. exhortation with 
politenefs, intreating the emprefs Catharine to 
rccoUeft the fundamental article of the treaty 
of partition, and on which the equality of the 
portions refted. He further added that, pro- 
vided the Auflrians would prefcribe juft bounds 
to their acquifitions, he would willingly defift 
from any ext«nt of his limits which fhould be 
H 3 *• found 



102 POSTHVMOVf W0RK9« 

found difputable ; there being no intereft which 
he would not facrifice to the advantage of pre- 
ferving the friendfliip of the emjMrefs. The 
anfwer of the emprefs queen was of a very dif- 
ferent complexion; the ftyle partook of the 
temper of him by whom it was di£iated; cold 
and haughty, it announced the firn^ reiblutioa 
of the Aiiftrians to preferve aU of which they 
were jn pofleffion. 

' The details into which we have here entered 
ought not fo far to engage our attention as to 
prevent us from taking a retrofpeft of the rdl of 
Europe, all the powers of which are ccxineded 
with the general chain that links their political 
interefts ; nor ought any of the event j which 
may more or lefs influence whatever happen^ t^ 
be omitted. 

At the beginning of the year (May) Louis XV. 
expired : he died of the fmall-pox. The bilhops 
who were prefent during his laft moments afted 
with moft difgufting hypocrify. They obliged 
him publicly to demand pardon of ,the nation 
for his errors. The fovereign was good, but 
wanted fortitude; his only defeft was that of 
being a king. The French i^ation, infatiable 
in its thirft after novelty, and weary of -fo long 
a reign, attacked his memory with pitilefs rage^ 
At length the fucceffbr who had bcea waifed 
'3 • for: 
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for with fo much impatience aflumed the feat of 
his grandfather. Louis XVI. becaufe he was 
but lately become a king^ was immediately ap- 
plauded; his reign was the golden age; no 
mortal was to be diflatisfied under his govern* 
mcnt, and with him returned the days of Saturn 
and Rhea. Such was the language of enthu* 
fiafm. Truth confines itfelf to fay that the 
young monarch chofe the count de.Maurepas 
for his Mentor, who had formerly been miniftfer, 
and difgraced, under Louis XV. 

The advanced age x>f this prime minifter did 
iiot permit the flattering hopes that France dur- 
ing his adminiftration (hould recover the refpeft 
(he had loft; his politics extended no further 
thfdi to maintain affairs in the (late in which 
lie found them. How indeed might he engage 
in grand enterprifes, the epd pf which a man 
of eighty coujd pop hppe to fee? It was no 
doybt hi3 duty to labour to re-eftabliih the 
(indices. But what were his means ? Muft he 
leflen the expenditure ?• He would draw down 
on his own head the hatred of all the grandees 
pf the kingdom. Was he to find new funds ? 
Every refource was exhaufted. There was no 
other prudent expedient than that of a partial, 
to prevent a total, bankruptcy, which he 
dreaded (hquld happen during his life^ and 
• H 4 wjiich 
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which would remain a blot upon his adminifbr^r 
tion. The only aft which fignalizcd his return 
to the miniftry was his rc-eftabli(hment of the 
former parliament, and his contributing to the 
banifhment of M. de Meaupoux ; for which he 
was praifed by the lawyers, and blamed by the 
politicians. 

France, at this time, feared that the difputcs 
il^rhich liad arifen between Spain and Portugal 
jrelative to the fort of St. Sacrament in America, 
would occafion a rupture between thofe powers, 
England feared it no lefs, for (he herfelf had 
fent troops into America, to Bc^on and other 
colonies, to appeafe the difcontents whidh had 
there taken birth, at the afts of government in 
the mother-country. Should war be kindled 
between Portugal and Spain, the king of Eng- 
land was obliged to fuccour Portugal. Thi^ 
would inconteftably embroil him with the Spa* 
niards, who, to avenge themfelves, would affift 
the Englifli colonies, and confequently would 
endanger the lofs of the important poffeffions of 
America. 

To free themfelVes from this embarraffment^ 
the Englifli miniftry bribed the emperor of Mo- 
rocco, and induced him immediately to declare 
war againft Spain. By thus giving the court 
of Madrid an occupation fo fcrious, the Englilh 

hoped 
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boped hoftilities between Spain and Portugal 
would be deferred^ and time would be gained to 
reduce their own colonies to fubjeftion* Events 
{o various and important occafioned the £ng- 
lifh at that lime to lofc fight of Europe. 

Thefe conjundlures favoured the interefts of the 
J^ing. While the Englifh ar\d the other powers 
were themfclves in an embarrafling fituation, 
and thinking only on their own affairs^ they 
paid lefs attention to what was pafling ia the 
reft of Europe;, confequently his majefty had 
lefs to apprehend from the importunate jealoufy 
of the Englilh, who would certainly otherwife 
have interfered in what related to the treaty of 
partition. Attempts therefore were made, with 
die affiftance of the court of Ruflia, to terminate 
die differences that exifled with the citizens of 
Dantzic* The Prulfian and Ruffian envoys 
negotiated with the magiftr^tes and* fyndics of 
the city, but to no efFeft; the latter pcrfifted fb 
obftinately in a kind of commercial defpotifin^ 
which they had arrogated to themfelvcs over 
other towns fituared on the banks of the Viftula, 
that they thought their dignity muft be injured 
by ceding the ieaft trifle. The Ruffian envoy 
perceived that gentle means would have no ef- 
feft in the negotiation ; he therefore declared 
;hat^ fince they paid no rcfpeft to the remcyi * 

ftrances 
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^ftranccs of die empfefs^ he fliould leave them 
to their fate^ after which he returned immedi- 
atcly to Peterlburg, to render an account of his 
miffion. The Pruffian envoy in like manner 
departed for Berlin. 

Had the declaration of Ae Ruffians been 
more firm, the citizens of Dantzic would, no 
doubt, have been lefs refradlofy ; but Catharine 
was better pleafed to leave than to extraft this 
thorn from the foot of her ally, becaufe the 
differences of Pruffia with Dantzic would fiir- 
nifh a ready fubjeft of difpute, by which Ruffia 
might profit at any time, when the good har- 
mony that exifled between the two powers 
fhould be interrupted. 

The concord of the two cmprefTes was much 
more diflurbed than that between Pruffia and 
Ruffia. The obflacles which the pourt of Ruf- 
fia threw in the way of the Auflrian encroach- 
ments began to offend the haughtinefs of the 
emprefs cjucen ; and, at the time that anger was 
thus gaining ftrength, a copy of a treaty was 
received that had been (igned between the court 
/ of Vienna and the Divan of Conftantinople. • It 
was dated in the year 1771. Though it has 
been printed, we ftill think it neceflary here to 
^ive an abftraft of the treaty. 

; ' The 



^ 
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The emprcfs queen undertakes (thefc are the^ 
Words) to oblige Ruffia, either by negotiatioA 
or by arms, to. reftore all the conquefts (he has 
made on the Turks; and for this the grand 
Seignor (hall pay her a fubfidy of ten millions of 
piafters, to indemnify her for the expences of 
war. He (hall further cede to her a part of 
Wdllachia, and fome diftrids in the territory of 
Moldavia, 

Although the treaty was never ratified, prince 
Kaunitz was fufEciently artful to caufe a con- 
fiderable fum to be paid to his court, in ad- 
vance; and, notwithftanding he had (igned a 
partition treaty between the three crowns, he 
did not the lefs perfift in his plan. He at- 
tended to the intereft of his court alone, and 
was little delicate in the choice of the means he 
employed. Thus it was foon perceived that 
the" Imperial minifter, the fieur ron Thugut, 
who a(fifted at the different cbngrefles that were 
held between the belligerent powers, traverfedi 
. as much as he was able the intereft of Ruffia ; 
yet not fo adroitly but that the courts of Peterf- 
burg and Berlin difcovered his manoeuvres. 
This conduft of the court of Vienna occafioned 
it to lofe the little remaining confidence that 
had been placed in its good faith ; nor did the 

emprefs. 
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cmprcfs Catharine and the king of Pruffla 
l^emain infeniible to fuch a<5i:s, 

'It was perceived at Peterfburg that the Ruf- 
fians had gained fo many battles^ and had^made 
fo many conquefts, only for the advantage of 
the court of Vienna, which hacj^but obliged the 
ikuffians to rcftore Moldavia and VVallachia to 
the Turks, that (he might feize them, in part, 
herfelf. It was felt that thefe ufurpations, 
which extended almoft to Ghoczini, would ren- 
der the Imperial court^ whenever a war again 
Ihould happen between the Ruffians and Turks, 
the arbitmtrix of fortune; becaufe her new 
poffeffions afforded her the means of cutting ,ofF 
the Ruffians from Poland, by the Dniefter, 
whence they drew their magazines. 

Tha king had likewife fubje<5t of complaint 
againft the court of Vienna ; becaufe this court 
had occafjoned him to induce the Ruffians to 
defift from their conqudls. Such procedure 
difcovered the avidity which the Auftrians had 
for aggrandifement, as well as their immeafur- 
able ambition; and ferved but to caution other 
powers to be on their guard, againft what might 
be attempted in future. It was known that the 
young emperor deiired'the conqueft of the Vene-» 
tian part of the province of Friuli ; that he had 
farmed projects on Bavaria ; and that he me- 
ditated 
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ditatcd the capture of Bofnia ; without enume^' 
rating Silcfia, Alfatia, and Lorraine ; the lofs of 
which he had not forgotton. Such being the 
propenfities of the fovereign, his increafe of 
power muft, by principle, be oppofed. 

The Ruffians were defirous that the king 
(hould take charge of all ; and that, like a va- 
liant champion, he (hould dare Auftria to the 
field. But the, Turks, who "had been wronged^ 
kept a mournful iSlence ; and how may aiSiftance 
be offered to him who does not complain ? The 
Ruffians were exhaufted by the war which they 
had fo lately waged, and neither had the power, 
nor the will, to join his majefty. France hacl 
hitherto given no explanation of her intentions, 
and England was engaged in a civil war with 
her Own colonies, undertaken in the fpirit of 
defpotifm, which ill-condu<^ed war, it -might be 
expedked, would not be brought to a conclufion 
in a few campaigns. Thefe united confidcra- 
tions occafioned the court of Berlin to remain 
inaftive, and the king wrote to Peterlburg it 
was improper that he fliould announce hipifelf 
the Don Quixote of the Turks. 

1775. While the animofity between the three 

courts was at its greatefl height, the delegation^ 

was to fend deputies ; whp, in concert with the 

deputies of the - three powers, were to regulate^ 

I the 
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the limits of their pofleffions, Thofe that apper- 
tained to the Auftrians and Pruffians could not 
agree in any thing*, not even on the places 
which were to fix the limits of their frontiers. 
Prince Kduhitz demanded the mediation of 
RufGa and PrufEa, but there was tck) much 
anger and bitternefs in thefe tourts for his 
requeft to be granted; and, though the cm- 
prefs queen and the king continued to hold their 
extended limits, they could not obtain the legal 
ceflion of them from the republic. 

From all that we have related it refults that 
the Situation of Europe was not permanent, and: 
that peace was not eftablUhed on any certain 
foundation. Fire was every where concealed 
\mder the embers. In the fouth of Europe, it 
might be forefeen that the (;ivil war^ between 
the Englifh and their colonies, would become 
general, (hould the leaft part be ^ken in it 
by France and Spain. The fame might be af- 
firmed of the partition treaty, which might oc- 
cafion new troubles^ (hould it not be confirmed 
by the fanftion of the republic of Poland. With 
icfped to the peace between the Ruffians and 
ihe Turks, the conditions had been thought fo 
ofienfive at Conilantinople that it feemed the 

* By what follows, tlie king muft mean their deputies 
could not agree with the deputies of tfie delegates. Ts 

intereft 
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intereft of the public good, mull forcibly break 
the agreement to which necelfity had yielded* 
The feeds of difcontent had in like manner 
been fown in the north, by the revolution of 
Sweden. And, ftill more efpecially, what might 
not be cxpefted from the ambition of a young 
emperor, feconded by the artifices of an able 
and adroit minifter? 

All thefe confiderations obliged prudent fo« 
vereigns to remain on their guard, to continue 
well armed, and not to leave watching over 
thofe affairs which might be embroiled at the 
moment when quarrels (hould be leaft fufpcfted. 
If we take a general view of hiftory, it fhould 
feem that viciflitude and revolution are a part of 
the fixed laws of nature ; jevery thing on earth 
is fubjed to change; yet do madmen rivet 
tl\eir eyes on objefts of ambition, which they 
idolize; nor do they undeceive themfelves re- 
fpefting the illuiions of which this magic lan« 
thorn is inceffantly reproductive. But each 
age has its paffion : love in youth, ambition in 
manhood, and the fchemes of political calcula- 
tion for the old. . 
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0/ the f'inanus^ 

PRlNCiES (hould refcmblc the fpcar o^ 
Achilles^ which gave the wound and afforded 
the cufew They bring eVil upon nations j and 
ihe evil they caufe it is their duty to redrefs^ 
A war o£ fev^n years, againft moft of the powers 
of Europe, had nearly cxhaufted the treafures 
of the ftate. Pruffia> the provinces on th* 
Rhine, and thofe of Weflphalia, as well as Eaft 
Friefland> not having been defended^ had fallen 
into the enemy's powen Th?ir loft occaiioned 
a deficiency of three millions four hundred thou- 
fand crowns in the revenue ; while Pomerania, 
the electorate of Brandenbourg, and the confines 
of Silefia, had been occupied, during a part of 
the war, by the Ruffians, the Auftrians> and the 
Swedes; fo that they were unable to pay in 
their contributions. This embarraffing fituation 
obliged the king, during the war, to have re* 
courfe to the moft exa6t ceconomy, and to all 
that the moft determined valour could fuggeft^ 
that he might bring it to a^ happy conclufion* 
Thpfe rcfourccs of which there was an urgent 

neceft " 
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neceflity were found in the contributions levied 
On Saxony, in the fubfidies of England, and in 
the adulteration of the coin ; the laft was a re- 
medy as violent as prejudicial, but the only one 
by which, under fuch circumftanccs, the ftate 
could be fiipported. Thefe means, well ma- 
naged, annually fupplied the royal treafury with 
the advances neceflary for the expences of the 
campaign, and the pay of the army. 

1763. Such was the ftate of the finances 
when the peace of Hubertfburg was concluded. 
The fupplies were in the treafury ; the maga- 
zines formed for the campaign were ftored; 
and the hdrfes for the army, the train of artil- 
lery, and the provifions, were all complete, 
and in good condition. Thefe refources, that 
. were deftined for the continuation of war, be- 
came ftill more ufeful for the recovery of die 
provinces. 

In order td obtain a clear idea of the general 
fubverfion of the country, and to reprefent to 
ourfelves the defolation and difcouragement of 
the people, it is neceffary we fliould imagine 
countries entirely ravaged, where the traces of 
former habitations were fcarcely difcoverable ; 
towns almoft erafed from the earth ; others half 
confumed by the flames ; thirteen thoufand 
houfes no veftige of which remained; fields 
' VOL. IV. I lying 
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lying fallow; the inhabitants deftitute of the 
corn requifitc for their fupport ; the fiirmers in 
want of- fixty thoufand horfes for the plough ; 
and a diminution of five hundred thoufand in* 
habitants, fince the year 1756 ; a very confider* 
able nun|ber in a population of only four mil- 
lions five hundred tlioufand. The noble and 
the peafant had been pillaged^ raiifomjed, and 
foraged, by fo many different armies that no- 
thing was left them, except life, and the mifer- 
able rags by which their nakednefs was con- 
cealed. They had not fufEcient credit even ta 
fatisfy the daily wants pf nature. There was 
• no longer any police in the towns. To a fpirit 
of equity and regularity bafc intereft, diforder, 
and anarchy had fucceeded. The colleges of 
juftice and of finance had been rendered in- 
aftive, by the frequent invafions of fuch nume- 
rous enemies. The llumber of the laws pro- 
4uced a licentioufnefs of fpirit in the public, 
and hence avidity, and the defire of rapacious 
gain, took birth. The noble, the merchant, 
the farmer, the labourer, the manufadturer, all 
ftrove who fhould fet the highcft price on their 
commodities, their provifions, and their induf- 
try ; and only feemed aftivc to cfFed their mu- 
tual ruin. 

Such was the faul fpedaclo which fo many 

provinces 
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provinces tjiat had lately been fo flouriftiing 
prefented, at the conclufion of the war. There 
is no defcriptionj however pathetic, that can 
poffibly approach the deep, the affeding, the 
mournful impreflion which the fight of them 
produced- 

In a fituation thus deplorable, courage muft 
be oppofed to adverfity. This was not a time 
to defpair> but to refolve to (often the evil, and 
endeavour to re-eftabli(h the ftate, A new 
creation muft be undertaken. The treafury 
furniflied fupplies for the rebuilding of the 
towns and villages ; the corn that was neceflary 
for the fubfiftence of the people, and to (ovr 
the lands, was fupplied by the ftores found in 
the magazines. The horfes that had been 
deftmed for the ufe of the artillery, the baggage 
waggons, and provifions, were employed in 
agriculture. Silefia was relieved from contri- 
butions* for fix months, Pomerania and the 
New Marche for two years. Relief was given 
to the provinces by a grant of the fum of two 
millions three hundred and thirty-nine thoufagd 
crowns, with which they acquitted the debts 
they had contrafted, to pay their contributions, 

* Contributions may here mean taxes in general, or more 
probably only a part of the fyftem of taxation. T. 



Il6 POSTHITMaUS WORKS* 

and to gratify thofc impofitions which the va- 
grant enemy had exafted. 

However great this expence was, ftill it was 
neceffary, or rather it was indifpcnfable. The 
ftate of thefe provinces, after the peace of 
.Hubertfturg, recalled to mind the condition 
of Brandenbourg, after the famous war of thirty 
years. The eleftoratey at that time^ remained 
in want of fuccour ; becaufe of the inability of 
the great eleftor to aflTift liis people. And what 
was the confequence ? An entire age paffed away 
before his fiacceffors had again rebuilt the towns 
and cultivated the defolated countries. 

An example fo ftriking made the king de- 
termine not to lofe a moment, under circum- 
ftances thus afflifting; but, by prompt and 
ample aid, to repair the public calamity. Multi- 
plied largeffes reftored courage to the poor in- 
habitants, whohad begun to defpair amidft their 
fufFerings. The means that were thus fuppKed in- 
fpired new hope; the citizens acquired renovated 
Kfe; induftry, encouraged, reproduced aftivity; 
the people- were again infpired with patriotifm ; 
and from that time the lands were cultivated 
anew, manufaftures recovered animation, and 
the re-eftabli(hed police fucceffively corredted 
thofe vices which had taken root during a ftate 
df anarchy. 

During 
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During the war, the moft aged counfellors, 
and all the minifters of the grand direftory, had 
died, in fucoeffionj afid, in times of fiich 
trouble, it was impoflible properly to fill up 
che vacancies. It was difficult to find perfons 
capable of thefe different offices. The pro- 
vinces were fearched, in which men of talents 
were as uncommon as in the capital. At length, 
M. von Blumenthal, M. von MafTow, M. von 
Hagen, and general Wfedel, wer? chofen, to fill 
thefe important ppfts. Some time after M. voa 
Horft was appointed to the fifth department*. 

The beginnings of adminiftration were^igor-. 
ous and oppreffi ve ; there were deficiencies in 
all the receipts : it was neverthelefs heceflTary 
exaftly to acquit the burthens of the flate. Al- 
though, after its reduftion, the army had been 
fixed, in time of peace, at a hundred and fifty 
thoufand men, it was difficult to find the fup- 
plies necefTary ibr the pay of the troops. During 
the war, all perfons who did not appertain to 
the military had been paid in notes ; and this 
was likewife a debt which mufl be difcharged, 

* Meaning of the grand diredlory, in which from the text 
it appears there were five vacancies, though the number of tl^c 
departments or direfting minifters wtre fix, to whom at that 
time was committed all the adminiftration of home affairs, 
f xcept for the province of Sile{ia. T. 

I 3 and 
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and which, bcfidc other neccf&ry payments, was 
produ&ivc of much inconvenience. The king, 
however,, the firft year after the peace, found 
means to fatisfy all the creditors of the ftate ; and 
every incumbrance which had been incurred by 
the war was liquidated. 

It might have been fuppofed that the devaf- 
tations which war had occafioned were yet in- 
fufficient to ruin and overwhelm the kingdom. 
Scarcely was it terminated before frequent fires 
produced almoft as much mifchief as even the 
conflagrations of the enemy. Between the year 
1765 and the year 1769, the city of Konigf- 
berg was twice reduced to aflies; a like def- 
tiny in Silefia deftrpyed the towns of Freyftaed- 
tel, Ober-Glogau, Parchwitz, Haynau^ Naum- 
burg amQueis, and Goldberg; Nauen in the 
Eleftorate; Calies, and a part of Landfberg in 
the NewMarche; and Belgard and Tempelburg 
in Tomerania. 

To repair tbefe misfortunes, additional ex- 
pences were continually incurred; and, in ord«: 
to fupply fo many extraordinary wants, it was 
neceffary to imagine n^w refources: for, befide 
money exafted for the renovation of the pro- 
vinces, very confiderable fums were expended 
on the new fortifications, and the founding of 
odier trains of artillery; but of thefe we (hall 

fpeak 
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fpeak in their place* Induftry exerted afli her 
efforts. The Revenues of the tolls and the cx- 
cifc were not exaftly adminiftered, becaufe there 
wanted fliperintendents to watch over the col- 
leftors. That this important branch of the re- 
venues of the crown might be eftablilhed on a 
more permanent bafis, thofe who had been at 
the head of this department having died during 
the war, the king found himfelfx)bliged to have 
recourfe to foreigners, and took fome French- 
men into his fervice, who had long been in th^ 
routine of this kind of bufinefs. Thefe duties 
were not farmed on leafes, but were fubjeded 
to a direftory, as the preferable mode; by aid 
of which the coUeftors might be prevented from 
pillaging the people, an abufe which we fee but 
*too frequently praftifed in France. The tax 
on corn was lowered, and the price of beer un- 
derwent fome little advance, that there might 
be a cpmpenfation. By this new arrangement, 
the produce of the taxes was augmented ; efpe- - 
cially that of the tolls, which introduced, foreign 
money into the kingdom. 

But the greateft good which refulted from the - 
regulation was that of diminifhing contraband 
trade, fo prejudicial to countries that are in pof- 
feffion of manufaftures. When a country has. 
but few produds to export, and is obliged to 
I 4 , have 
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have recourfe to the induftry of its neighbovrftj 
the balance of trade muft n^c^ffarily bp unfar 
vourable to fuch a country; ittpuil pay morp 
money to foreigners than it receives j and, if 
the praftice be continued, it will neceffarily, 
after a certain number of years, find itfelf deftir 
tute of fpecie. If money be daily taken out of 
a purfe into which n^oney \s not again returned 
it muft foon be cmpcied* Sweden may ferve 
us as an example ip fupport of this remark. 

To obviate the inconvpniency there werp no 
other me^ns than thofe of increafing the manu- 
faftures. The peculiar produdts of any country 
are wholly gain, and the price pf \yorkmanfhipi 
at the leaft, is gained from foreigners. Thefe 
maxims, as true as they are palpable, ferved as 
principles to the government, and according tq 
thefe were all the operations of trade dired-: 
ed. Thus, in the year 1773, there were two 
hundred and fixty-four new manufaftories*, 
Among others, there was a pqrcelain manufac-? 

* Fahriques. There is a difficulty m tranflating the temij 
which fliould rather mean mailer tradefmen than manufadio- 
rics, as IS evident from the nature of things. But trade of 
every kindw^s fo entirely a monopoly in Pruffiay and at leaft 
a majority of thefe two hundred and Hyity -four fahriques were 
individually fuch perfeA monopolies, that there is no fingle 
term which will give a precife idea of their nature. T. 

tory 
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0ty eftablifticd at Berlin, the wprkmanfliip of 
which, while it afforded fubfiftencc to five hun- 
dred perfons, foon furpaiTed the Saxon porcelain, 
A fnufFmanufaftory was formed, which was put 
under the direftioa of a company. This com- 
pany had \varehoufes in all the provinces, which 
fupplied the confumption of thofe provinces, 
^nd gained by the fal9 the leaf tobacco, which 
muft haye been purchafecj from Virginia, from 
foreigners. The revenues of the crpwn were 
increafed, and the proprietors were paid tea 
per cent for their capitals*. 

War had rendered the courfe of exchange 
difadyantageous to the Prufli^ commerce, aU 
though the adulterated coin bad been immedi- 
ately melted do\tn, after the peace, and reftored 
to its former value. To ereft a bank was the 
only means that could be taken to obviate this 
inconveniency. Perfohs who were enflaved by 
prejudices, becaufe they had not fufficiently coit- 
fidered the fubjeft, affirmed that no bank could 
be fupported, except under republican govern- 
ments; for that monied men would never place 
any confidence in a bank that ftiould be efta- 
blifhed in ^ monarchy. The aflertion was falfe; 

* Nothing can better 4emonftratf how opprefiiye fuch a 
jaonopoly n;uft be. T. 

?her9 
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there is a banket Copenhagen, another at Ktmtf 
and a third at Vienna. Men were therefore 
fuffercd to reafon as they thought proper, but 
the projed was put in executior^. After hayifig 
attentively compared thefe various banks and 
regulations, in order to examine what might be 
beft adapted to the nature of the country, it 
was found that a giro bank, combined with a 
hmhardy would be the moft convenient. The 
court difburfed eight hundred thoufand crowns 
for its eftablifhment, which fum was to ferve as 
a fiind on which to form its operations. At the 
beginning the bank fuffered fome lofles, either 
through ignorance or from the knavery of thdc 
to whofe direction it was committed. But fincc 
it has been under the adminiftratipn of M« von 
Hagen,^ exaftitude and order have been efta- 
bliftied. No bills have been iffued dll funds 
were firft realized for their payment. 

Befide the advantage which this eftablifbment 
procured the country, by facihtating commerce, 
there ftill was another. In preceding times, it 
had been the cuftom for the money of wards of 
chancery to be depoiited with the court, and 
jhcfe wards, inftead of deriving any advantage 
from their capitals, while any fuits at law con- 
tinued, were obliged to pay one per cent per 
annum. Such money was afterward depofited 
4 at 
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at the b^ik, for which the minor received three 
per coit; fo that^ in cSeSt, including what had 
formerly been paid into courts their real gain 
was four per cent. 

The bankruptcy of Neuville, and other fo- 
reign merchants^ occafioned fome Pruflian tra* 
ders to fail. Credit would have fuffered had it 
not been for the eftablilhment of the bank^ by 
which fuch traders were fupportcd in their 
buiinefs. The courfe of exchange was pre- 
fently at par, and the commercial world be- 
gan then to be convinced, by the cffeGts that 
followed, that diis was a ufeful eftaUifhment, 
and neceflary to trade. The bank fopn had 
offices in all the great towns of the kingdom^ 
and houfes in every commercial city of Europe. 
By thefe means the circulation of money was 
expedited, as were the payments of the pro- 
vinces, at the fame time that the Jombard* pre- 
vented ufurers from ruining the poor manu&c- 
turcr, who could riot fell the produce of his in- 
duftry with fufficient promptitude. Exclufi^^e 
of the good which refulted to the public, the 
court prepared for itfelf, by the credit of the 
bank, refources for the grand necelfities of the 
ftate* 

* The Lombards were originally a kind of pawnbrokcff, 
as bankers ilill in fome degree are. Hence the term. T. 

Princes, 
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Princcsi like private pcrfons, while tliey may 
, amafs with one hand, are under the ncceffity of 
expending with the other. The good hufband- 
man cuts channels for the riyulets that, by their 
gid, he may water his thirfty lands, which other- 
wife, wanting humidity, would remain unpro- 
ductive. On the fame principle government 
augmented its revenues, that they might be em- 
jJoyed in works of utility to the public. Nor 
did it content itfelf with reftoring that which 
war had deftroyed : it was defirous of perfeft- 
ing whatever was capable of perfeftion. It 
therefore propofed tq profit by every kind of 
foil, \xy dr?iining the marflies, improving the 
lands by an augmentation of cattle, and even to 
, render the barren fands ufcful, by planting them 
with trees. Although we relate circumftances 
that may be thought minute, we ftill flatter our- 
felves they will be deemed fuch as muft intereft 
pofterity. 

The firfl work of this nature regarded the 
Netze a^d the Wartha, the banks of which were 
j:Icare^, ^fter having drained pfF the ftagnant 
w^ter? by different channels, which, in different 
diredions, carried thefe waters toward the Oder. 
The expence amounted to feven hundred and 
fifty tboufand crowns, and three thoufand five 
hundred families were fettled in thefe countries. 

The 
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The nobility, and the towns in the vicinity of 
the above-named rivers, found a very con-' 
fiderable increafe of riches. The work was 
finifhed in 1773, and population from that time 
there increafed to fifteen thoufand fouls. 

The marfties which extend to Friedberg were 
afterward drained, and four hundred foreign 
families were there fettled. 

The lakes of the Madua and of Leba were 
drained - in Pomerania, by which labour the 
nobility gained thirty thoufand acres of meadow 
land. Similar works in like manner took place 
in the environs of Stargard, of Cammin, of 
Treptow, of Rugenwalde, and of Colberg. 

In the Marche, the marfties of the Havel 
were drained; thofe of the Rhine, toward Fehr- 
bellin; and thofe of the Finow, between Rate- 
now, andZiefar ; without enumerating the money 
that was employed in the amelioration of the 
lands of the nojbility, which amounted to con- 
fiderable fums. 

Mounds were at the fame time thrown up in 
Frieflahd, .in the DoUart, by which the land 
that had been overflowed by the fea, in 1724, 
was gradually recovered. 
- In the province of Magdeburg two thoufand 
new families were fettled. Their labour was 
the more ncceffary there inafmuch as, formerly, 

the 
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tbe poft&nts of Thuringla were accuftomed to 
come and help to gather in the harveft. This 
was afterward done without their aid* 

The crown poflefled too many farms« More 
dian a hundred and fifty were changed into 
villages; and^ for its* lofs of revenue, it was 
richly rewarded by the increafe of population. 
A farm feldom contained more than fix people; 
and as foon as they were converted into vill^es 
they each contained thirty inhabitants, at the 
leaft. 

However induftrious the late king had been 
m his endeavours to repeople Pruffia, which, 
in the year 1 709, had been defolated by the 
plague, he had not reilored it to the flourifhing 
ftate in'which it wis previous to that deftruftive 
icoiirge; but the king was Unwilling that Pniffia 
fhould remain in a comparative flate of infe- 
riority ; after the death of his father, he had 
there fetded thirteefi thoufand additional fami- 
lies; and, if hereafter it be not neglefted, its 
population may be increafed by more than a 
hundred thoufand fouls.* 

Silefia no lefs merited mtmon aiid efforts 
for its re-eftabliflimcnt thin did the other pro- 
vinces: nor was it thoughr fufficient to reftore 
affairs to their former (late;, an endeavour was 

♦ * The king 18 reproached, by his own fubjeds, with having 
afted like a ftep-father to this province. T, 

made 
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made to obtain greater perfeftion. The priefts 
themfelves were rendered ufeful^ by obliging all 
the rich abbots to efiabli(h manuf^dtures. In 
fome of thefe the workmen were employed in 
fabricating uble linen; at others in oil mills« 
Here they, were tanners^ and there they worked 
in copper, iron, or wire, according as beft fuit- 
cd the place, and the produds of the country. 
Thenumber of huibandmen was likewife aug-» 
mented in Lower Silefia, by four thoufand fa- 
milies. It will perhaps afford furprife that fuch 
an increafe might take place in that dafs, re« 
collefting that no field of the country remained 
uncultivated* The reafbn was many lords, that* 
they might increafe their domain3, had imper* 
ceptibly appropriated to themfelves the lands 
of their fubjefts. Had this abufe been tolerated, 
many fee-farms would, in time, have been va- 
cated; and the land, wanting labourers for til* 
lage, would have been lefs produdive; till at 
length each village would* have had its lord, 
without having any fee-farmers. We know that 
the poffeflion of property attaches men to their 
country. Thofe who have na property can 
have ho reafon for remaining in ftates where 
they have nothing to lofe. Thefe reafons hav- 
ing been alleged to tjie manor lords, their own 

advan- 
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advantage induced therti to confent to reftofS 
their peafants to their former privileges. 

In return, the king aided the nobility by very 
confiderable loans, that their credit, which was 
totally on the decline, might be recovered^ 
Numerous families, indebted before, or by the 
war, were in danger of becoming bankrupts. 
The law granted them letters of credit, for two 
years, in order that, having time again to till 
their lands and render them produdkive, they 
might be in a fitiiation to pay at leaft the in- 
tereft of the money. Thcfe letters completely 
ruined the credit of the nobility. The king, 
who took a pleafure and made it a duty to aflift 
the firft and mod fplendid order of the ftate, 
paid three hundred thoufand crowns of the 
debts of the nobility; but the fum total which 
had been borrowed on the lands amounted to 
twenty-five millions of crowns, and it was 
neceffary to refort to means more effica- 
cious. The nobles were affembled, and, as 
forming aii affembly of the dates, pledged them- 
felves to pay the debts contrafted. Notes to 
the amount of twenty millions were iflued, 
which being put into circulation, aided by two 
hundred thoufand crowns, which the king ad* 
vanced to realize the payments that were moft 
preffing, foon re-eftabliChed credit; and four 
3 hundred 



hundred of th<^ iilofl diftinguifhed families are 
indibtcd for their prefcrvaition to thefe falulary 
meafuresi 

in Fomerahia adtid the New Marche, as in 
Silefia, the nobility Were in like nianner ruined. 
The government p4id d part of theit debts^ to 
the amount of five hundred thoufand crowns ; 
adding five hundred thouland more that were 
to be expended in putting their lands iijto a 
proper ftatc of tillage. 

The towns that had fuffered moft by the 
Mrar were in like manner relieved. Landfliuc 
received two hundl*ed thoufand <irowns : Strie- 
gau forty thoufand ; Hille forty thoufand ; 
Croflen twenty-four thdufand ; Reppen fix 
thoufand ; Halberftadt forty thoufand ; Min- 
den twenty thousand ; Bielefeld fifteen thoufand; 
4nd thofe of the county of rtohenflein, thirteen 
lihoufahd crowns. 

-Thefe citpences were all necefTary 2 it wa$ 
requifite to be prompt in difperfing money 
through the provinces, that riiey might be re- 
eftablifhed as haftily as poflible. Had rigid 
teconomy been attended to, under fuch circum- 
ftahces, a century perhaps would have pafTed 
away before the kingdom would again have 
flourifhed ; but, by the celerity that was em- 
ployed on the occafion, more than a hundred 
thoufand perfons returned to their country, 

VOL. iv. K Thus, 
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Thus, in the year 1773, compared to the ydO! 
1756, the incrcafe of population amounted to 
two hundred thoufand fouls. 

Nor was this all. Refledling that the num- 
ber of inhabitants conftitutes the wealth of fo- 
vereigns, means v^ere found to ered two hun* 
dred and thirteen new villages in Upper Silefia, 
the inhabitants of which amounted to twenty- 
three thouland. A plan was likewife formed 
to augment the number of hufbandmen, in 
Pomerania, by fifty thoufand; and thofe of 
the electoral Marche by twelve thouland; 
which was put into execution, toward the end 
of the year 1 780. That the refult of all thcfc 
operations may be known, the beft method 
will be to compare the population of the year 
1740 with that of the year 1779; of which the 
following is an abftracft. 



Provinces 


Date 


Ifihabitanti 


Pniffia ♦ - - 


in (^740 
1 1779 


370,000 
780,000 


The Eledoraie - 

Magdeburg and • 
' Halberftadt / 


m i '^ 
U779 

in (^740 


480,000 

710,000 

, 22iO,©00 

i8o,ooQ 


Silefia - - - - 


in (^740 


1,100,000 
1,520,000 




Incrcafe 


1,120,000 



It 
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it may be fiippofcd that largeflbs (b numetous 

tnufl have exhaiifted the funds, and the rbvc-^ 

hues of the Crown 5 yet have we ftill to add 

the expences which the fortrefies occafioaed^ 

as well thofe which^ were repaired and improve^ 

Us the new ones which were built; and .flill 

finthir the money that was neceffary to.th« 

founding of cannon ; the* fum total of which 

^amounted to five niillions nine hundred tbou- 

fand crowns. Government ndtwithftandingSrin'* 

ly met every expenditure.. 'The. king made 

none of thofe difburfemems of ofientation which 

are fo common to great courtk; r he lived. like 

a private perfon, that he might not fail m the 

•performance of his prihci^ar duties. By the 

aid of rigid oeconomy, th/e great and the little 

treafury were full ; the former: to fupply all 

cxpences .of war, the latter to purchafe horfes^ 

and whatever w^s neceflary to put the army in 

motion^ There, were Hill further nine hundred 

thoiifand crowns depofited at Magdeburg,, and 

four nitlUon two hundred tlxoyfand at Breflau, 

for the buying up of forage. This money was 

jn the treafury when war broke out between 

the emprefs Catharine and Muftapha. It was 

;neceflkry, according to treaty, annually to fur- 

.ni(h a fubfidy of five hundred thoufand crowns 

K 2 • :' ; : . •. to 
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to the Ruifi^ms^ fo long as fhd troubbs <d ^d* 
Undf or thofe of Turkdy^ (hould coatinue* 

1769. The good of the (btte^ and t^e.fai^ 
of treadeiSy exafted this expeilCc# which in cither 
reipcfks came mal apropos, cfptcMiy becaufe 
of the grand enterprifcs of finance which were 
ondertakeif, and which of themfeive$. a^ifelrbed 
very confiderabk fums. It therefore wa» but 
ri^ tiiat politics ihould indemnify the ftatc 
for the fuim which had been fent. iaio Kt&a, 
and which^ under the prefem circumlUnces^ 
might hare been employed in a mort ufeiul 
manner upon the provinces under the T?td&9A 
domains/ 

1 770^ In the foUowiflg year a gMera) dearth 

prevailed throughout the north of Europe^ oc** 

cafioned by late frofts^ which blighted and 

killed the produftions of die earth. Hence 

arofe the dread of new mifery for the people, 

and new obligations of afibrding them aid^ 

Corn was diftributcd to. the poor gratis ; but, 

as the cdnfumption of provifions was diminkhed, 

there was a deficiency in the produce of the 

exci(e> to the amount of five hundred thoufand 

crowns.' The king had formed grand maga-* 

zines of provifions, as well in Silefia as in hisf 

hereditary flates. There were feventy-fix 

thoufand winfpels prepared to feed the army, 

d during 
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during twelve months, and nine thoufand win* 
ipels entirely fet apart as a fupply for the ca« 
pital. 

1 77 1* Arrangements fo prudent preferred 
the people from the dearth by which they were 
direatened* The army was fed from the maga- 
zines* Befide the corn' given to (lie people, 
they had a further fupply for feed« 

177a. The harveft again &iled the following 
year; and, although the bu(hel of rye. was 
Ibid in the Pruflian ftates a( the rate <^ two 
crowns and fome grofchcn, the dearth was much 
greater in the neighbouring countries. The 
biihd of rye fold for five crowns in Saxony, 
^nd in Bohemia. Saxony loft more than a 
hundred thoufand inhabitants, v. ho were either 
carried off by the famine, or who left their 
country J and Bohemia a hundred and ei^ty 
thoufand fouls at the leail. More than twenty 
thoufand peafants froip Bohemia and a$ many 
from SaJ^opy fled from want, and fought an 
jrfylum in the domains of the king. They were 
received with open Jvrms, and wgre fenf to peo- 
ple the new fftabiiftimcnt^ thjit had been 
formed. 

The misfortunes that fell upon the fubjefts 
of other countries were occafioned by their not 
poffcfEpg magazines like Pruflia, Yet did 

K 3 ^ot 
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not thefe calamities^ to meet which provifioa 
had been made^ and which m^^s were found 
to ward off, by the precautions that prudence 
had fuggefted, prevent government from con- 
tinuing to 3& with the fame ardour for the 
improvement of the country^ according to the 
plans that had been projeded. Experience 
had demonftrated that the mortality among the. 
cattle WAS more frequent in Brandenbourg than 
in Silefia. Two reafons were difcovered which 
occafioned this difference. The firft that^ in 
the Marches and other provincesj no ufe was 
made of petrified fait, which is extrafted from 
the falt-pits of Wiliczka, except in Silefia ; and 
the fecond that the inhabitants of the Marches, 
and of Pomerania, did not feed their cattle 
under cover, but led them to grafs in feafona 
when fometimcs the mildew had poifoned tho 
herbage; After the new mode of feeding cat- 
tle had been introduced, the mortality vifibly 
became lefs frequent, and the land owners 
did not labour under fo many misfortunes as 
formerly. 

In confequence of the attention paid to know 
all the foreign produds which were introduced 
into the country, by fearching the regifters of 
the cuftoms, it was found that foreign butter 
was entered to the amount of two hundred. ftnd 

eighty 
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eighty thdufiwd crowns. That the kingdom 
might fupply itfelf with an Article fo rieceffary, 
ft calculation was made of what the new im- 
provements were capable of producing* A 
cow, by converting her milk into butter, ge- 
fierally brought in five crowns; and, on th^ 
new lands that were clearing, it was eftimated 
tliat forty-eight thoufand cows rnight be fed, 
the product of which would l?e eqqival^nt to 
two hundred and forty thoufand crowns ; but 
frona thcfe was to be deduAed the confumption 
of thr proprietors ; and, after adding the defi- 
ciency that would refult, the numbef of cpws 
muft amount to fixty-two thoufand. Thj$ was 
a; difficulty ftill to vanquilh, but which ftill 
was capable of being vanquiflied; bcqaule, 
after all that had yet been undertaken, there 
were other lands lefs exteiifive to be cleared, 
and which might fupply remaining wants. 

The- government, propofing to improve 
whatever was found defedive in ancic^nt cuf- 
toms, after an attentive examination of different 
parts of rural oeconomy, found that, generally 
fpeal^ing, whatever land is called common, 
is prejudicial to public good. Agriculture 
among the Englilh did not begin to flourifli, 
till after the enclofure of thefe commons. All 
monarchical goveypments which imitate fhe 
K 4 cufloms 
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cuftoms introduced into republics do not de^ 
ferve to be accufed of defpotifm ; and therefore 
an example fo laudable was imitated. L.egal 
and ^ricdtural furveyors v^ere fent to feparate 
the paftures and the fields, which were either 
mixed or in Tcommoh. The undertaking at 
the beginning met with great difficulties; 
cuftom, emprefs of the earth, reigns with im- 
perious defpotifm over the narrow minded. 
But, after fome examples of thefe partitions 
bad been executed to the fatisfaftion of the 
proprietors, and had made an impreflion on the 
public, they- were foon generally introduced 
through the provinces. 

In a part of Brandenbourg ^nd Pomerania 
there were fome high lands, diftant from rivers 
and rivulets, which confequently wanted paftu* 
rage, and the ftrength of foil neceflary for 
cultivation. This was rather a local defeft 
than one arifing from a want of induftry in the 
proprietors ; and, though man is not permitted 
to change the nature of things, it was thought 
proper to venture fome attempts, that expe- 
rience might teach what was, or what was not, 
praAicable. For this purpofe recourfe was had 
to an Englifli farmer, by the aid of whom an 
cffay "was made on one' of the bailliages of the 
crown. His method was to fow the fandy 

gr9unds 
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grounds wkh turnip-feed; the turnips were fuf- 
fered to rot, after which the l«ids were foweA 
with clover, and other grafs feeds, and thus 
were transformed into artificial meadows, by the 
aid of which the number of cattle was increafed 
one third on each cftate. The expe'iment 
haviag been fo fuccefsful, care was taken to 
generalize a fpecies of agriculture fo advan^* 
{ageous through all the provinces. 

Wc.have already faid that war, and the fre* 
quent invafions of enemies, had introduced a 
pernicious anarchy into the hereditary pro- 
vinces, which eirtended not only over rural 
oBconomy and the finances but likewife over 
the woods, which had been ruined by the grand 
matters of the forefts, according to their own 
fancies, they having no fuperintendents. An 
obflinate war, the fuccefs of which was dubious, 
and might be deftruftive, occafioned thcfe forefl> 
keepers, and fome fub-counfellors of finance 
who participated in the depredations committed, 
to imagine that the ftate was loft paft refource ; 
that it (bon was to become the prey of the foe ; 
and that they could not do better, in a fituation 
fa defperatc, than to fell dl the timber they 
could fell for their own profit, for that no 
one would bring them to account for their 
malverfations. In confequence of this felfc 

opinion. 
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opinion, they had fo entiiiely^thini^ed th^ forefta 
that a few fcattcred trees were fcarcely to be 
found)' inftead of the tufted woods with >yhich 
they formerly abounded. New ordonances 
were obliged to be publiftied, as well to plant 
the forefts, as to keep a proportional diflance, 
ajccordiog to the different fpecies of trees; thajt 
there .might, be regulations which n0 perfpn 
(hould infringe, and that a fufficient fupply of 
timber might be obuined as well for building 
as for burning, an ardcle which ought not to be 
i^eglefted in northern climates. 

Previpus to the war an annual revenue had 
been dr^wn from the Marches, and Pomerania* 
^in wood, which often exceeded a hundred and 
fifty, thouf^nd crowns. It was neccffary to have 
recourfe to expedients that a fubflitute might be 
found for. this produft; tp which purpofe a 
.traafport duty was laid on the wood coming 
from foreign pountries, and .(cat in floats, down 
the Elbe. and the Oder, by the means of which 
wood might be bought cheap, from Saxony, 
Bohemia, and Poland, ajid fold again with ad- 
vantage to .the pations that Ijiad iperchant fleets, 
or Ihips of war to build. Thus too was time 
,giiinecj, to fp^rc theforefts aiid leave them to 
grow,: ^^ th? lofs which the revenue had fuf- 
:fcred tU?4^ fti:ta.ined a durable equivajent,* • 
, : , : ; J Govern-- 



MEMOIRS AFTBR THETBACE, I^ 

Government muft not confine itfdf to a fingle. 
objeft : intereft ought hot to be the only motive.' 
of its ads. Public good, which is divided ibto 
ilich various brancKes^ priefents a multitude of. 
particulars thai: ought to be attended to ; and 
^mong the principal of thefe muft the cducaticAi: 
of youth be confidered. Educarion influence 
the whole mafs : true it is that it creates nothing, , 
but it may correft errors.. This part of admi- 
niftration> in. itfelf fo interefting, had perhaps, 
been formerly but top much neglected ; parti- 
cularly in the open countries ajid the pr9vincest. 
The following were tile vices which ftood in need 
of corredion. In the villages appertaining to 
the gentry, tailors performed the fundions of 
the fchoolmafter ; and, in the eftates appertain- 
ing to the crown, the farm-bailiffs chofe mafters 
without difcriminatioii. That an abufe fo per* 
nicious might be reformed, the king fe^t into 
Saxony to proctune good teachers. Their fala- 
rieswereincre^fed, and the peafants wercobliged 
to fend their children to be taught. AnordonAice 
was at the fame titne publiflbed by which the cler- 
gy were enjoined not to admit young perfohs to 
the communiontable^ unlefs they had b?en firft 
inftruded at fchool in their religion.. The fruits 
of arrangements l&e thcfp are not immediately 

to 
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to t^ gadicred^ but miA be waited for with time 
md patience. 

• The fame cares were employed to reform all 
the colleges that had been foimded for the edu- 
cation of youth. Pedagogues only apply them- 
felres to load the memories of thdr pupils^ and 
ufe no endeavours to form^ or bring their judg- 
ments to perfcAion. This cuftom, whidi was 
but a continuation of ancieiit Tudefoan-pedan- 
try, was cotreded ; and, without negleding the 
fobjedks which appertain to memory^ teachers 
were ordered early to familiarize their fcholars 
in the ait of reafoning, that they might leam 
the ufe of that art, and draw juft confequences 
^m prin<!tiples which had been eftabliflied an4 
demejiftrated. 

While all was put in adion throughout the 
ftate, and each man was iabouriiig for the im<N> 
provement of fuch affairs as were within his 
capacity, the partition treaty between the thrce^ 
crowhs was figned. Pruffia, as we have before 
related, acquired Pomerellia, (he palatinates of 
Ctrfm andMaricnburg, the biflioprick of War* 
mia, the town of Eibing, a part of Cujavia, and 
a part of Pofoania. This new province con- 
% tained about five hundred tboufand inhabitants, 
The good lands lie toward ^Maricnburg, on the 
banks of the Viftula, on each fide of the Netzcj, 

and 



lad » i3if l:MhQpf^ of Watrmia. But, cm the 
reverfe, there are many diftrid$ encumbered 
.With })^eren i^nds^ in Pomerellia> and (he pala- 
tiiitte i^ GbioH fXhe principal ^vsuitage of 
the acquilitionr coniifted in the jundion that it 
feroned with Fenicrania and Frui£a Royals and . 
in 0ende]iag.th«. king mafter of the Viftula> 
tiMifequeiktay of the commerce of Poland; fo 
tfaat^ the ^tottiy of corn which th^ kingdom 
M^ports b^ng remembered, the'Pruffian ftates 
Hd longer bad ^y thing to fe»r, either froip 
soaith or. fdfmtnc* 

Tke.paltB gunned weri therefore yfefidy atid 
kiy the aid tif jfage regvilalions nii^ht bccpnie 
importanci bail.dt di^ tixht iH^ province fdl 
tmder the Fcuffiiui dominion every thing in ic 
partook of indrcfay, and. of the con&fion and 
diferder whidiv4>f neceility reign among a bar- 
barous people, who are crouching under the 
yok^ of igriofafwje and ftapidity. A funrey of 
the lands .wis Sr{^ made^ that the taxes might 
be proportionate, and thefe followed the fame 
regulations '^hich prevailed in PrulS^ Royah 
The ectlefi^ftics paid according to the rates of 
the bi(hop» and abbots of Silefia. • The ftarofties 
devolved to the crown j they had been fiefs 
granted for life, fimilar to rhofe of the Tima- 
riots among the Turks, The king indemnified 

the 
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tKe proprietors by a grofs fuiri of five huadri^ 
thoufand crowns. -' — 

Poft-houfes* were intrddiKcd mto diis wild 
and barbarous country; and jJardctilarly coli- 
leges of jufticc, tKe name of which had beforfc 
fcarcely here befcn" known. A great humbcr df 
'laws, equally capricious and extravagant^ were 
'abrogated ; a final appeal was granted from t]iefe 
colleges to the fuperior tribunal of 3eriin. . 
• I'he king dug a canal (1773) at the expence 
of ieven hdndred thoufand crowns,' from Nafcd 
to Bromberg, to form ajunftion betweeb the 
Nctze and the Viftula ; by the aad pf which 
this great riv^r had a direft comnicinicatioi 
wkh the Odtr, the Havel, and thr Elbe. Thore 
was a double advantage in this cahal, fof imt 
it a great extent of land was drained of Assgr 
nant waters, and on which foreign colonies 
might be fettled. 

All the public buildings-f- were in ruins, and 
more than three hundred thoufand crowns wfere 
'expended to put them in repair. 

The towhs were in the moft pitiable conditfoiu 
Culm had good walls and grand churches, but 

*' On intr^Jtiifit Jesfffta Jans ce pays^lt is difficult to fay 
whether poii-houfcs or officers for the better government of 
the country be here meant. . T, 

f Bailmens eeonomques, T. ' 

.1 inftead 
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inftead of ftreets nothing were to be fee'n but 
the cellarsr of houfes which had formerly exiftedw * 
Of JForty houfes, which formed the great (quare, 
tt(rtfnty-*eight were without doors, without rocrfs^ » 
without windows, and without proprietors*^ 
Brbmberg was in the fame ftate: JTKelr. ririn. 
tbok its date from the year 1709, when thatu 
province had 'been ravaged by the plague. J 
The Poles had lieVdb • imagined 4t'w^sneceflary^* 
to rfedrefi evill It would fcaitely be believed i 
that a tarlor was a maA very rarely to he found? 
in thefe wretched countries; it therefore was' 
neciffiry x6 fttck tailorsi aSs well as apothe- 
caries, wheehights, carpenters,. and roafons, in? 
aJl the towns, Thefe towns, were rebuilt anji; 
pedplcd. ' ' : ' '/ ''.•""■■ •'.''... •" 

An academy was inftituted at Culm-, wlierer 
fifty young noblemen were* educated, by maftcrs 
appointed for their inftruftion. A hundred andi * 
fifty fcho6lniafters,pr6teftant and catholic, were: 
appointed to refide in different places, and 
paid by the government. The word educationr 
had been unheard of in thefe miferable parts^ 
confequently the inhabitants were equally. dcftir 
itute of breeding and information. 

Four thoufand Jews were banifhed into Po- 
land, who begged from, or robbed, the peafants. 
As the principal wealth of Weftern Pruflla con- 
. i - ♦ ' fifted 
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fifted in trade, meant were carefully fought after 
by which trade might be extended. The town 
of Elbing gained the nv>ft by Ittradmg that 
commerce which had hctn formerly carried on 
at Dantzic. A company was formed for the 
fale of fait, the aflbciates of which, paying an 
annual ftipend of feventy thoufand crowns to 
the king of Poland, had the monopoly of that 
article granted through the whole kingdom} 
and who, by obliging the Adlrians to fell them 
their fait of Wiliczka, fendered their aSaira 
flouriihing. 

The revenues of Weftem Pruffia amounted 
to the fum total of two millions of crowiA, whicb^ 
added to the produce of the bank, the excife, 
and the tobacco^ augmented the revenue! of the 
ftatc by upward of five millions. 

Thus was a fyftem of finance, continually im^^ 
proved from fethcr to fon* fufficiertt to effeft 
diefe changes in the government; imd, poof 
is it had been, was capable of rendering ii 
wealthy enough to throw its mite into the ba- 
lance of power, held by the greateft monarcki 
of Europe. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Of the Aftliiafy^ 

SEVEN campaigns, during which feventeen 
pitched battles had been fought, and almoft 
as many inferior but not lefs bloody combats, 
three fieges undertaken by the army, and five 
fuflained, without enumerating attacks made 
on the winter-quarters of the enemy, and other 
military txpeditions of a fimilai: kind, had fo 
far ruined the army, that a great part of the 
beft officers, and the veteran foldiers, had 
perilled in the field. To form fome edimate 
of this, we need but recoUeft that the gaining of 
the battle of Prague alone coft twenty thoufand 
men* Let us add to the taleulation that, wc 
had forty thoufand Auilrian prifoheris;' and that 
Auftria had nearly as many of the Pruffians, 
among whom muft be enumerated more than 
three hundred officers ; that the hofpitals were 
full of the wounded ; and that in the regiments 
of foot there were fcldom more than a hundred 
men found, who had ferved at the commence- 
Hnent of the war* 

Above fifteen hundred officers had fallen in 

the different adtions, by which the number of 

nobility had been itxtremely diminilhed ; and 

VQk» tv. L thofe 
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thofe ^yho remained of that clafs, in the Couh' 
tiy , were either old men or children incapable of 
ferving. The want of gentlemen, and the nume-* 
rous vacancies which were left in all the regi- 
ments, of neceflity occafioncd recourfe to be had 
to the ignoble, who were appointed officers* 
. There were fomc battalion^ in which not more 
than eight officers remained; the others being 
either dead, prifoners, of- wounded. It may 
eafily be concluded, under circumftances fo 
afilifting, the old corps themfelves were deftitute 
of order, difcipline, and €xa<5titude; confe* 
quently were deftitute of energy. 

Such was the ftate of the army when, after 
the peace of Hubertfburg, it returned into its. 
former quarters. The regiments, at that time, 
were compofed more of natives than of foreign- 
- ^rs. The companies were each a hundred and 
fixty-two ftrong ; forty of the number were dif* 
mifled, \Vho were of utih'ty in the cultivation of 
the earth. The free battalions ferved to com- 
plete the garrifon regiments, from which, in 
like manner, when they obtained more than the 
complement of recruits, the native foldiers were 
difcharged. A hundred and fifty men were dif- 
miffed from each regiment of cavalry; four 
hundred from eatrh regiment of huffars; and: 
thus the provinces gained by the reform thirty 

tlioufand 
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thoufand feven hundred and eighty hufband- 
men^ of whom they ftood in need. Nor was 
this all; the number of natives had formerly 
been difcretionary ; it was fixed in future at 
feven boiidred and twenty men for each regi*- 
ment; and the remainder, to complete the 
companies, were raifed in foreign countries. 

The foldiers of the cantons had permiffioa to 
marry without the confent of their captain ; few 
of them remained in a ftate of celibacy; the 
greater number were better pleafed to contribute 
to the increafe of population. The efFe&s of 
thefe good regulations correfponded to the ex- 
pedtations of government; and, in the year 
1773, the number of men enrolled confiderably 
furpafled that of the year 1756. 

In preceding times the captains recruited their 
companies themfelves, with the money which 
they drew from the fix months pay '^, which 
method had given rife to great abufes. The 
officers, that tliey might fave the money, enlifted 
men by force; every body exclaimed againlt 
the practice/ and no prince would fuffer fuch 
violence to be committed upon his territories. 
The mode of this oeconomy was therefore 
changed, and gene^-al Wartenberg only was al- 
lowed to receive the fix months pay, from which 
thirty crowns per month werededufted, for<thc 

* La paye desjsmejlres. T; 

L 2 ufc 
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life of the captains, cxclufive of their pay. Th« 
furplus was employed as cnlifting money, which 
annually produced fromfeVento eight .thoiifand 
foldiers, raifed in foreign ftates, who, accom- 
panied by their wives and children, formed a 
miUtary colony of about ten thoufand people. 
Although if a peafant had but one fon that fon 
was not obliged to ferve, the ftaturc of the men 
was from year to year improved; and, in 1775, 
there was no company of foot the foldicrs of 
which wwc iefs than five feet five inches in 
height. 

The regiments both of foot and horfe were 
formed into different divifions, over which in- 
ijfcftors were placed, that order, exaftitude, 
and feverfty of difcipKne might be renewed j 
that perfedt equality might reign throughout 
the army; and that both officers and foldicrs* 
might have the fame direftion* in one as in 
another regiment. ' The infpedtor, placed 
over the regiments of the Rhine and the 
Wefer, was general Duringfliofen ; over thofe 
of the dutchy of Magdeburg, general Saldern. 
M. von Ramin, M. von Steinkeller, and colo- 
nel Butler, were infpeftors over the regiments 
of the eleftorate. The regiments of Pomerania: 
fell to the lot of general Mollendorf ; thofe of 
Pruflia to^ general Stutterheim ; and thofe of 

Silefia 
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Siicfia to Tauenzien, the general of the infantry. 
Lieutenant-general Bulow had the infpedion of 
the Pruffian cavalry^; general Seidlitz of the 
Silefian ; general L61Ih6fFel of the cavalry of 
Pomerania^ and the New Marcjie ; and general 
Krufemarck had the diredtion of the cavalry 
of the eleftorate, and the country of Mag- 
deburg. 

Nothing could be more difficult than to re- 
isftablifli order and difcipline in the infantry, 
which hisid been fo exceedingly degraded. Se- 
verity was neceffary to render the foldier obe- 
dient, exercife to make him active, and long 
habit to teach him to load and difcharge his 
piece four times in a minute ; to march in a 
line without fluftuation, and in fine to be able 
to perform all the manoeuvres which might be 
required of him, in the variou? operations of 
war, 

Yet, when all this was accompllfhed with 
the foldier, it was ftill more difficult to form 
the young officers, and to impart that degree of 
intelligence which was requifite for the exercife 
of their profeffion. That they might acquire 
the routine of the manoeuvres, they were difr . 
ciplined in the vicinity of their garrifons, and 
taught the different evolutions ; to make attacks 
on a plain; attacks on fortified poils, as well 
L3 «s 
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as on villages; the manoeuvres of the van*guard» 
and thofe of retreat ; to form fquares ; to con^ 
dud aflauks ; and were inftrufted in the know- 
ledge of the deferifive. Thefe exercifes were 
continued all the fummer, and they were each 
day obliged to repeat a part of their leflbn. 

That the pradice might be generalized, the 
troops were aflcmbled twice a year, once in the 
fpring) and again in the autumn. At thefe 
times they only performed the grand evolutions 
of war J fuch as the defence and attack of pofts; 
to forage; to march in every mode, and direc- 
tion; and to imitate battles, where the troops 
in adion difpjayed difpofitions fimilar to thofe 
of the battle that was imitated- Thus, accord^ 
ing to the expreffion of Vegetius, peace to the 
Pruffian armies became the fchool and the 
pradice of war. 

It muft not however be imagined that the 
manoeuvres immediately after peace were of the 
moft excellent nature. Time muft be allowed 
for pradical tadics to become habitual, and 
for them to be executed without difficulty by the 
troops. That precifion which it was defired to 
eftablifli did not begin to make any fenfible 
impreffion till the ye^r 1770; from which time 
the army, affuming another face, might, with- 
puf fear of being deceived, hav^ been led by 

th^ 
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the commamler to the field with great confi- 
dence. 

To acquire this degreci pf perfedian> in 
which the welfare of the ftate was fo much in- 
terefted^ the corps of officers was weeded erf" all 
perfons'of low birth. This clafs of people 
were placed in garrifon regiments, where they 
at leaft equalled their predeceffors; who, be- 
ing too infirm for fervice, were put on the pen- 
fion lift. And, as the couhtry itfelf did riot 
furnifti a fufficient number of gentlemen to fup- 
ply die wants of the army, foreigners were en* 
gaged from Saxony, Mecklenburg, or the em- 
pire, atoong whom fome good officers were ob- 
tained. - It is. more ncceflary than is imagined 
to pay fuch attention to the choice of offi- 
cers ; becaufe, in general, the nobility are pof- 
feffed of honour. Not but that it muft be al- 
lowed merit and abilities are fometimes m$t 
with in perfons of low birth ; though fueh inci- 
dents are rare ; and when men of this defcrif)- 
tion are found they ought to be cheriflied. In 
general however the nobility liavc no means of 
obtaining diftinftion: except by the fword ; if 
dicy lofe their honour they do not find refuge, 
not even in their paternal niarifions. Whereas 
a man of mean birth, aft^r having been guilty 
of mean a&ions, returns to the occupation of 

L 4 his 
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his father without blulhing, or without fUppof- 
ing himfelf dilhonoured. 

An officer has need of various knowledge; 
and one of the principal fciences he ought to 
be taught is that of fortification. Is he employe 
ed in befieging a town > He then finds an op- 
portunity of acquiring fame. Is he in a town 
befieged ? He may there i^endec eflential fer- 
vice. Is it neceffaryto fortify a camp? His 
abilities are then l>rought into adion. Is there 
fome village to be fortified^ in the advanced 
polls of the chain of winter quarters? He is 
employed there; and^ if he underflands but 
a little of the art of fortification^ he finds a thou- 
fai^d occafions of difplaying his talents. That 
the officers might not be deficient in a branch 
of knowledge fo ufeful, the king added ta each 
infpeftion an engineer officer, who was to in- 
ftrudt the young officers, and impart to them 
all neceflary knowledge. After they had learnt 
the elements of fortification, they were made 
to trace out works, adapted to the varieties of 
ground. They affumed camps, and regulated 
the march of columns ; nor were they allowed 
in laying down their plans to omit even the ad- 
vanced pofts of the xiSLYdky. The ftudy ex- 
tended the fphere of their ideas, and they learn- 
ed to think in the great. The whole art of caf-. 

trametatioi^ 
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tranietation became familiar to them, and they 
acquired in their youth that degree of informa- 
tipn which is neceflary for the experienced 
general. 

The attention which was paid, to bring the 
field regiments of foot to perfeftion, did not 
prevent a fimilar attention being paid to the in- 
fantry that was to fervc in garrifon. Men who 
defend towns may render as eflential fervice as 
thofe who gain viftories, Thefe regiments were 
purified of all fufpicious perfons, as well among 
the officers as the foldiers. They were difci- 
plined in the fame manner as the field regiments; 
and, whenever the king made a review of his 
troops in the provinces, the garrifon regiments 
there appeared with equal diftinftion. The 
men in garrifon were inferior in height to the 
field infantry; but there were no foldiers among 
them lefs than five feet three inches high ; and, 
though, they did not charge with the fame cde- 
xity as the former, there was no general, in the 
year 1773, who would not gladly have ha4 
them in his brigade. 

With refpeft to the cavalry, this had by no 
means fijftained the fame proportionate lofies as 
the infantry; for the horfe had been vidorious 
on all occafio^, fo that the veteran foldier and 
the veteran officer vferc nearly alike preferved. 

Whenever 
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Whenever there is a contiatiance of war, it 
always happens that the infaniry fuffers ; and, 
on the comrary, the cavalry by the fame pro- 
craftination acquires perfedtion. Particular care 
was taken to fupply this refpedable corps with 
the beft horfes that could be obtained. 

There were however reproaches due to fomc 
of the Pruflian generals of cavaky, who, hav- 
ing bad detachments to conduA, had caufed 
the infantry to manoeruvre mal -adroitly. — Simi- 
lar errors might be alfo imputed to fome of the 
officers of infantry, who employed their cavalry 
with an equal want of difcemment. That 
£uiks fo grofs might in future be prevented, 
the king wrote a work on tadics, and the art of 
encampment, which contained general rules, as 
well for offenfive as for defcnfive war. The 
different rules for attack and defence were here 
laid down, with every difpofition adapted to 
polls that were known to the whole army. This 
methodical work, foil of fclf-evident precepts, 
that had bcbn confirmed by the experience of 
all paft wars, was depofited in the hands of the 
infpcftbrs, who gave it to be read as well by 
the generals as by thecommanders of battaUons 
and regiments of cavalry ; but, thefe excepted^ 
the greatefl attention was paid to prevent it 
coming to the knowledge. of the public, ' The 

work 
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work produced better eflfeds than might have 
been hoped ; it enlarged the underftanding of 
the officers concerning manoeuvres the meaning ' 
of which they did not before comprehend ; thdr 
intelligence riiade a very vifible progrefs; and, 
as the fuccefs of war principally depends on the 
execution of the difpofitions that are made, and 
a& the greater the number of able generals an 
army poflcfles the more is fuccefs afcertained,/ 
there was reafon to believe that, after fo much 
tfouble bad been taken to inftruft the officers, 
orders would be ex^dly followed, and generals 
would not conimit faults fufficicntly great to oc*. 
cafion the lofs of a battle. 

According to the cuftom that bad been efta* 
bli(hed during the laft war, the artillery was^ 
become a principal part . of an army. The 
number of field pieces had been fo prodtgioufly. 
augniented that the pradice had degenerated 
into abufe. Yet, not to fufFer any cjifad-^ 
vantage, it was necefTary tQ |)offefs equal 
ftrength with the enemy ; and fpr this purpofc 
the field pieces ^ere begun to be reftored to a 
proper ftate> and eight hundred and fixty-eight 
cannon were ordered to be refounded. Heavy- 
artillery for fortrefles was next caft, the cannon 
of which were in part bcconic too wide in the 

bore. " 
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A fpccies of tumbrils was invented, that 
each battalion of foot might alwiays carry with 
it charges in rcfcrve, which were inclofed in fe- 
parate bags for each platoon; and diftribution 
was by thefe means facilitated. 

The number of powder mills was doubled| 
and fix thoufand qjliintals of powder wei;e annu- 
ally manufadhired. The forges at the fame 
time were bufy in calling bombs^ balls, and 
royal grenades. 

The fortrcflcs were provided with timber 
and ftakes for th^ ufe of batteries ; and, as it 
was determined |o have a referve of artillery 
for the army, eight hundred and fixty-dgKt ad- 
ditional field pieces were caft. All ihefe variou5 
articles, with an increafe of fixty. thoufand 
quintals of powder^ Were fent to the arfenals 
about the encj of 1777. The dilburfements 
for the artillery, and the repair of its carriages 
and traiil^ amounted to one million nine hun- 
dred and fixty thoufand crowns : the fum was 
great, but the expence was neceffary. At the 
commencement of the war of 1756, Pruffia 
had only two battalions for its train of artillery. 
This number, being very inferior to that of 
the foe, was increafed to fix battalions, each of 
nine hundred men ; befide the companies that 
were detached tod diftribute'd through the va«. 

riou§ 
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rious fortreflcs. After the peace the- corps re* 
mained on its former eftablilhment, and grand 
barracks were conflxuAed at Berlin ; that, be- 
ing always affembled, it might the better, and 
with the greater equality^ be difciplined to the 
purpofe to which it was deftined. 

The officers were inftrufted in the art of for- 
tification, that they might perfeft themfelves 
in- the art of bcfieging towns. The gunners 
and bombardiers were annttally exercifcd. They 
were obliged to ereft a battery in a fingltf night ; 
-were taught ricochet-firing; to difmount the 
artillery of the enemy; and the mariner of 
throwing bombs with exa<5tnefs, notwithftand- 
ing the variations of the wind, which might 
drive them from fide to fide, and alter their di- 
jreftion. The field pieces were made to advance 
in a line, as if they had been diftributed be- 
tween the battalions. The gunners were oblig- 
ed to profit by the leaft hillock, that they might 
not negleft any advantage ; and to take fight 
continually before they gave fire. 

As refinements of every kind were made, a 
new fpecies of howitzer was inyentedi which 
threw grenadoes as far as four thoufand paces. 
The bombardiers were taught to underftand, 
and ufefuUy availed themfelves of various dif- 
tfliices; and it was perceived that, to impart 

the 
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the utmoft degree of fpecd of which field pieces 
were capable, a certain number of manoeuvres 
ftill muft neceffarily be added to the corps of 
artillery, in order that, drawnby force of arm, 
the guns might invariably remain befide the bat- 
talions as they advanced, 
• The army had made many campaigns, but 
the general quarters had often been in want of 
good quarter maffiers* The king was defirous 
of forming fuch a corps, and chofe twelve offi- 
cers who already had fome knowledge of fortifi- 
cation, that he might infl:ruft them himfelf for 
this purpofe* They were taught to lay down 
plans, mark out fituations for the corps, fortify 
villages, intrench heights, raife what is called 
palanques, indicate the marches of columns, 
and efpecially were habituated to examine and 
found the depths of marlhes and rivulets, in 
perfon, that no miftake of negligence might be 
committed, and that a fordable ftream might not 
be given as a fuppprt to an army, or to a march, 
over which infantry might proceed without wet* 
ting their ancles. Such errors are of great con- 
fequence, fincc, if it had not been for fuch, 
the French would neither have loft the battle of 
Malplaquet nor the Auftrians that of Leiithen. 
The education of young men of quality who 
devote themfelvcs to arms is a fufejefl: that merits 

the 



tkc utmoft attention. They may be formed 
from their youth to the exercifc of their deftined 
profeffion, and by good inftrudion their abili- 
ties may be quickened; like the ripening of 
fruit, which is but the better for being prema- 
ture. During the laft war, the education rf the 
corps of cadets had been fo degenerate that the 
youth who were fent from this corps fcarcely 
could re^d and write. That the ax might be 
laid to the root of the evil, the king placed ge- 
pecal Buddenbrock at the head of the inftitu- 
tion, who of all the men of the kingdom was, 
paft contradiftion, the moft. capable of filling 
this office^ Good teachers were at the fame 
time fele&ed, and their number was increafed 
in proportion to that of the fcholars they had to 
inftrudt. 

That the young nobility of Pomerania might 
no longer want education, the parents of whom 
were too poor to be at the expence themfelves, 
the king inftitutcd an academy, in the town of 
Stolpe, where fifty- fix boys of condition were 
mamtained, clothed, and taught at his expence. 
After having acquired the firft elements of 
knowledge, and ended their philological and 
grammatical ftudies, they were entered among 
the corps of cadets, where their education was 
^Hhed. The principal fubjeds in which they 
I were 
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were inftnifted were hiftory, geography, Idgitf^ 
mathetnaticSj and the art of fortifications; with 
all of which an officer ought to be acquainted. 

An academy was at the fame time form^* 
ed for the (tiU greater improvement of thofe 
cadets who gave tokens of the mod genius^ 
The king regulated the forms of this academy 
himfelf, and gave rules which contained the 
objeft of the ftudies of thofe who were placed 
there, and of the education th^y were to receive* 
The moft able profcffors that were to be found 
in Europe were chofen, and fifteen young gen- 
tlemen were there educated under the tuition of 
five governors. Their whole education tended 
to form the judgement. The academy prof- 
pered, and has fince furni(hed ufefiil fubjeds^ 
who have been placed iii the army. 

After the conqueft of Silefia, different forts 
had there been conftrufted; the moft of which 
were in need of improvement. Another was 
flill neceflary to be built at Silberberg, in order 
to maintain the defiles which proceed toward 
Glatz, on the left, and Braunau, on the right. 
In 1777 thefe different works had coft the fum 
of four rftillion^ one hundred and forty-fix thcru- 
fand crowns. The town of Colberg was alfo 
fortified, in Pomerania, which coft a further 
fum of eight hundred thoufand crowns. After 
z the 
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the invafion of the Rtaflians, it was perceived 
that, in fimilar cafes, this place might become 
of the utmoft importance,. Although the la- 
.bours of thefe fortrefles were profccuted with 
vigour, there were yet fome further expences to 
be made, in 1778, that the whole, which was 
nearly finiftied, might be rendered complete; 
and thefe might amount to the fum of two hun- 
dred thoufand crowns. 

General Wartenberg, who dircfted the mili 
tary ceconomy, was as active in his department 
as the other officers were in the duties commit- 
ted to their charge. Advantage was taken of 
peace to prepare for war. A hundred and forty 
thoufand new mufkets had been fabricated at 
Spandau, in the year 1777; a complete fet of 
fwords for the cavalry had been made, as 
well as bandoleers, faddks, brjdles, girdles, 
kettles, pickaxes, hatchets, and a fupply of'tents 
for the whole army. Thefe immenfe prepara- 
tions were depofited in the two grand buildings 
which are called the army wardrobes, except 
the mufkets, which were arranged in the arfenal. 

Exclufive of all this, the fum of three mil- 
lions had been f«t apart to remount the cavalry, 
in time of war, and to renew the uniforms which 
might be loft in battle-: Another fum was dcf* 
tined for the expences which an increafe cT 

VOL. IV. M twenty* 
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twenty-two free battalions would incor: all 
which previous meafures would, at leaft for 
Tome campaigns^ lighten the burden of war^ 
which weighs fo heavy on the finances when it 
is of long duration. 

The article of military magazines was not 
forgotten. Two were formed ; the one at Mag- 
deburg, the other in the fortrefles of Silefia^ each 
of thirty-five thoufand winfpels of rye, to main- 
tain two armies of feventy thoufand men for the 
fpace of a year. The firft was deftined for 
troops which might a£b toward Bohemia, or 
Moravia ; and the fecond for fuch whofe opera- 
tions might be direfted on the iide of Saxony 
or Bohemia. The value of thefe magazines 
was eftimated at one million feven hundred 
thoufand crowns. They were in part diftribut- 
cd, during the three years of dearth* of which 
we have before fpoken; but in the year 1775 
they were again completed, and reftored to the 

^ ftate in which thfey had before been. 

". "We have fpoken of the magazines of general 
Wartenberg, and of the grand magazines of 
fubfiftence which had been amafled. But thefe 

' ftiU were infufficient to enable the army to enter 
the field with that promptitude which neccflEty 
might require. One of the moft difficult arti- 
cles was to find, and to colledl, as many.horfes 
7 ^ 
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OS would bf neceflkry to put a machine fo vaft 
in motion. That multiplicity of field pieces 
which cuftom had introduced required an im* 
menfe number of horfes for their tr^fportauon; 
others were fiirthcr neceflary for the baggage^ 
tents, officers, and provifions. It was eftimated 
that the whole number 'would amoimt to fixty 
thouTand. 

After the peace, the anny had been put on 
an efbblilhment of a hundred and fifty-onc 
thouiand men. The troubles which arofe in 
Pdland making it apprehended that a new war 
was on the eve of breaking out, the king thought 
proper, in 1 768, to add forty men to each com« 
pany of twelve of the regiments <^ infantry. 
To lodge thefc levies it was neceflary to build 
barracks, which coft three hundred and fixty 
thouiand crowns. The hufiars and troops of 
Bo&ia, amounting formerly only to eleven hun- 
dred men, were increafed to fourteen hundred. 
A battalion of a thoufand men was levied, under 
the conwiand of M. de Roffieres, for the defence 
of Silberberg. The different augmentations 
Increafed the peace eftablilhment,of the army 
to the number of a hundred and fixty- one thou- 
(and men, at which it remained. 

Such efforts were neceffary. The circum-^ 
ftances of the times made it a duty to prepare 
Ma , for 
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for all accidents. During the courfe of the year 
1 77 1, while negotiations were carried on wkh 
the greateft warmth, it was impbflible to divine 
what part the court of Vienna would take, or 
whether (he would declare in favour of the Porte 
or of Peterlburg. But as, according to appear- 
ances, the houfe of Auftria was more inclined 
to favour the Turks than the allies of his ma- 
jefty, it was refolved that all the cavalry (hould 
be remounted, and that the number fbould be 
augmented. Eight thoufand horfes were pur- 
chafed at one time. The rumour of this pur- 
chafe was foon fpread throughout Europe^ and 
by this the court of Vienna comprehended that 
the king of Pruffia was determined to fupport 
his ally, the cmprefs of Ruffia, with his whole 
power. 

The agreement of the three courts occaiioned 
the partition of Poland, as we have before re- 
marked, in the chapter wherein we have treated 
of politics. The prefcnt chapter being fet apart 
to treat only of the niiliiary, we (hall con(ider 
this acquilition under a military point 'of view. 
It was of great importance, inafmuch as it join- 
ed Pomerania to Pruffia royal. That the king 
was obliged to abandon all the provinces which 
were divided, or too diftant from the body of 
his domains^ may have bef n remarked in read- 

4 iiig 
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ing the hiftory of the laft war. Such were the 
provinces ficuated on the Lower Rhioc, thofe of 
Wcftphalia, and efpecially Pruffia royal. The 
latter was found not only to be feparated but 
put off from Pomerania and the New Marche, 
by a deep and confiderably wide river. In or- 
der to fupport Pruffia royal, it was requifite to 
be matter of the Viftula; and, after the difmem^ 
berment of Poland, the king was empowered 
to build fortrefles on the banks of that river, 
znd afcertain pafies over it, according as he 
thought proper. Thus he could not only de- 
fend the kingdom againft its enemies but, 
(hould misfortune happen, could employ the 
Viftula and the Netze as good barriers tp pre* 
vent the foe from penetrating either into Sileiia> 
Pomerania, or the New Marche. 

In another point of view this acquifition fup*, 
plied the means of confiderably augmenting the 
army, which accordingly was increafed to a 
hu(idri»d and eighty-fix thouiand men, on the 
peace eftablifliment ; and it was determined, 
by the addition of free battalions, and other 
fimilar corps, its number, in time of war, Ihould 
confift of two hundred and eighterai thoufend. 
M3 The 
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The augmentations were as follow : 
Four garrifon battalions and companies mbv. 

of grenadiers amounting to -^ 3> ^ 5® 
Two new battalions of artillery — 2,510 
Six regiments of infantry on the peace 

cftablilhment — — 8^500 

A regiment of huflars — — 1,400 
Thbty-fix regiments of foot, an increafe 

of twenty men to each company — 8,640 
An augmentation of chafleurs to th^ 

nxunber of ~ — — 300 

A new company of miners -— 150 

'Ipwenty-fiye new majors, with as many ^des 
de camp, were created to command the batta- 
lions (rf grenadierf. They had formerly been 
feleAed, during the war, from th^ r^itficnts j; 
af prefent they arc rendered permanent* Ex- 
clufive of all thefe, the matroffes who ferved die 
flying artillery were remounted ; in order that, 
Being exercifed in tinic of peace, they roigh^ | 
bcconje more ufeful in time of war. The fum * | 
total of the new ^lugmentations amounted tq I 
jtwenty-five thqufaiVfi two hundred' and twenty ' 
inen; aiifd one miUibn two hundred J^nd fifty 
thoufimd crowns were to be raifed in Weft- \ 
Pruffia, and fet a^art for the maintenance of j 
thefe liew troops. ' 

Whatever i 
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Whenever changes are cffeftcd in a kingdom, 
confequences will continually follow to which 
government ought to pay timely attention. The 
forces of the ftate being increafed, it was necef- 
fary to make a new calculation of what, in fu« 
ture, would be the expence of a campaign. In 
^hc year 1773, the army confifted of a hundred 
and forty-one field battalions, fixty-three fqua- 
d^rons of cuiraffiers, feventy fquadrcin^ of dra- 
goons, and one hundred fquadrops of huflars, 
cxclufive of the field artillery fervice, whicft 
amounted to nine thoufand fix hundred gun* 
ners and bombardiers, befide twelve hundred 
matrofies, diflributed among the fortrefiTes, and 
thirty^pfix garrifon battalions. On taking this 
retrofped of the army, according as it is here 
reprefented, and adding an augmentation of 
twenty-two free battalions, an eftimate was made 
of the amount of the firft expences, which muft 
a6t as a momentum to the machine. 

Purfuing the fame principle, the extraordi- 
nary expences of the army for the duration of a 
campaign were calculated ; and, to avoid being 
led into error,' an eftimate was made ac^prding 
to the moft expenfive campaign of the laft war, 
and during which the moft bloody battles had 
been fought, that is to fay, the campaign of the 
M 4 year 
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year 1757. It is better, in this kind of valua- 
tion, rather to incrcafc than to diminifti the fum; 
becaufe there is no cVil in a furplus, but there 
is great rifk in deficiency. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of the moft important Events which happened from 
the Tear 1774 to the Tear 1778. 

1774.TT well may be imagined that the jea- 
X loufjr, hatred, and envy, which the 
difmemberment of Poland had excited among 
the powers of Europe, were not very fuddcnly 
dif&pated. The affair was recent, and the fen- 
fation it had occafioned was too ftrong for fove- 
reigns to behold with the eye of habit an event 
by which their felf-lovc had been wounded. 
France, with fecret chagrin, recoUedked the ufe- 
lefs efforts (he had made to fupport the confe- 
deration of Bar; nor could (he conceal from 
herfelf the ill fuccefs of the war (he had coun- ' 
felled the Turks to undertake againft Ruilia. 
She was in (bme degree- humbled to perceive 
that a monarchy like hers (hould have fo little 
influence in the troubles by which Poland had 
been diftrafted; nor did (he lefs apprehend the 
friendly intercoinfe which began to take place 
between the emprefs queen, the emprefs of 
Rufiia^ and the king of Pruflia. Such a union 
would give thefe powers a too deci(ive prepon- 
derance 
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dcrance in Europe, for the coiut of Vcrfaillcs 
CO behold it with indifferent eyes. But appear- 
ances were deceitful; the friendftip of the three 
powers was far from being fo firm as the public 
might imagine. 

Louis XVI. had lately afcended the throne. 
A bi(hop put the political will, which the dau- 
phin, the father of the king, had confided to 
him^ into his hands, that he might give it his | 
fan when he (hould arrive at monarchy. The 
king impofed it as a law upon himfelf to follow 
in all things the will of his father; and it was b i 
confequence of this will that M. dc Maurepas, 
who had been difgraced by Louis XV. became 1 
the prime minifter of Louis XVI.; that M* 
d'Aiguillon was exiled; and that the duke de 
Choifeul for ever loft all hope of being reftored 
to fayour. M. de Maurepas approached his 
eightieth year; he had long been minifter under 
the preceding reign, was acquainted with the 
routine of bufinefs, was pofiefTed of a mind cm- 
bellifticd by tafte, and a head capable of vaft 
defigns : but he no longer was of an age, as wc 
have remarked, when the foul, ardent and over* 
flowing, boldly undertakes grand enterprifes. 
The mal-adminiftration of the finaiices, under 
die preceding reign, might lead to a general 
bankruptcy. He was the more defpondent at 

. the 
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the fuppofition bccaufe fuch a bankruptcy would, 
a( lead, havei ruined forty tlioofand familiest 
who had placed their whole wealth in the public 
fuads; and though miniilers have little feeling 
for the miferies of the people, they are very 
nluch alive to the blame which muft neceflarily^ 
fell upon- themfelves. 

The treaty of Verfailles, though of little ad- 
vantage to France, ftill was in being. M. 
dfe Maurepas had further to ad cautiouily re- 
fpedting the youdig queen, lifter of the emperor 
Jofeph If. and daughter of Maria Therefa, who, 
jddcd by a (mall (hare of complaif^ce, wa^ 
daily liable to gain fufEcient afcendancy over 
the undcrftanding of the king, her confort, |:o 
govern him entirely. Hfence this old Mentor 
of a pupil who had no fixed charaAer was alter- 
nately obliged to employ prudence and fortitude^ 
left the fceptre of the kingdom ftiould degene- 
rate into a diftafil 

France, on the other hand, the eternal rival 
of England, with pleafure beheld the rifing 
troubles in America, between the colonies and 
the mother country. She fecretly encouraged 
Ae fpirit of revolt which there began to be ma- 
nifeft; and animated the Americans to main- 
tain their rights, againft the defpotifm which 
George III, wifhed to eftaWilh; prefenting 

them. 
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! ' 

them, at the fame time, with a profpcd of the 

fuccour they might expeft, from the fricndftiip 

of the moft chriftian king. 
The court of London afforded a pidure 

very different from that we have juft iketched. 
V . The Scotch earl Bute governed the king and 

the kingdom. RefembKng thofe malignant 
fpirits of which we continually fpeak, but which 
we never fee, he concealed both himfelf and his 
operations in deep darknefs. His emiffaries, 
his creatures, were the engines by which l^e 
moved the political machine, according to hisi 
will. Hi§ fyftem of politics was that of the old. 
tories, who maintain that the happipefs of Eng- 
land requires the king (hquld ?njoy defpotic 
power; and that; far from contradling alliances 
with the moriarcbs of the continent, Great Bri- 
tain ought folely to confine herfelf to extend- 
ing the advantages of h?r commerce. Pansj^ 
in their eyes, is what Carthage was in the eyes 
of Cato the cenfor. Bute, had he poffeffed the 
power, and the means of coUefting them, would 
in a fingle day have deftroyed all the (hips of 
France. Imperious and fevere in government, 
with little delicacy in his choice of expedients, 
his ill addrefs in the conduft of public bufinefs 
was greater even than his obftinacy. 
That he might accompliih his grand views, 

this 
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this minifter began by introducing cbrruption 
into the houfe of commons, A million fterling, 
which the nation annually paid the king for the 
fupport of his civil lift, fcarcely was fufficient to 
fatisfy the venality of the parliamentary mem- 
bers. This fum, deftined for the maintenance 
of che royal family, the court, and the pay of 
ambafladors, being annually employed to rob 
the nation of its energy, there only remained to 
George IIL for his houfehold and the fupport of 
the royal dignity at London, the five hundred 
thoufand crowns which he drew from his elec- 
torate of Hanover. The Englilh nation, de- 
graded by its own fovereign, henceforth had no 
will but his ; yet, as if fuch numerous prevarica- 
tions were infufficient, the earl of Bute was de- 
firous of ftriking a more bold and decifi ve ftroke, 
that he might more haftily accomplifli the de* 
fpotifm to which he afpired. 

For this purppfe, he prevailed on the king to 
lay arbitrary taxes on the American colonies, a> 
well that he might thereby increafe his revenues 
as to give an example of what, in future times, 
might be imitated in Great Britain • But we 
(hall perceive that the confequences of this a6t 
of defpotifm were by no means cprrefpondent to 
his expeftation. 

The 
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The Americans, whom government had not 
deigned to corrupt, openly oppofed a tax fo 
contrary to their rights, their cuftoms, and efpe- 
daily to the liberties which from their firft eftar 
blifliment they had enjoyed. A wife govern^ 
ment would have been in hade to appeafe.thefe 
rifing troubles; but the Englifh minifhy a6ted 
on other principles, and excited new broils with 
the colonies, by endeavouring to oblige them 
CO purchafe, from the merchants who were pof- 
fefled of the monopoly, certain kinds of mer- 
chandize brought from the Eaft Indies* 1775^ 

The rigour and the violence <rf tfcefe pro- 
ceedings made the revolt of the Americans uni* 
verfal. A congrefs was held at Philadelphia, 
in which they renounced the Englilh yoke, that 
'was become infupportable ; and declared them- 
ielves free and independent. From this time 
we ihall find Great Britain engaged in a ruinous 
War with her own colonies. 

But, if lord Bute difcovered his incapacity by 
incurring the war, this incapacity appeared ftlU 
more vifible in carrying it on when war was 
incurred. He had the fimpUcity to fiippoife 
that feven thoufand regulars was a (uflScieht 
number of troops to fubjugate America; and, 
as he did not poffefs all the genius of Newton, In 
calculation, he was continually deceived. Gene* 

' . ral 
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nJ Waihingtbn^ who was caHed at London the 
chief of the rd>els> gained, at the commeiKe- 
fnent of hoftiiities, fome advantages over the 
- royaltfb who were aflembled near Bofton. The 
king, who expefted to hear of viftories^was fur- 
prifed at receiving the news x>( this check ; and 
-govermnent faw itfelf obliged to change its 
meafures. It was evident that the number of 
troops in America was too feeble £o accompiiih 
the deiign that was intended to be executed ; an 
army therefore muft be procured, though the 
numerous difficuhies of procurix^ and ai!emt- 
t)ling an army were fek. 

The Englifli, in all ages, have wanted art and 
iubtlety in negotiation. Vehemently grafping 
their own intereft, they know not how to flatter 
the intcrefts of others: they imagine. that by 
oifiering their guineas they may obtain what they 
pkafe. 1776. They firft addrefled themfelves 
totheemprefs of Ruffia, to whom their demands 
•were the more offenfive becaufe the haughtincfs 
of this fovercign held it much beneath her 
dignity to accept fubfidies, from any power. 
' In Germany they at length found covetous or 
ruined princes who accepted their money^ with 
which they purchafed twelve thoufand Heffians, 
'four thoufand men from Brunfwick, twelve bun* 
dred from Anfpach, and as many from Hanau ; 
• . without 
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without including feme hundreds with whom 
they were furnifhed by the prince of Waldeck. 
Befide thefe they fent four thoufand Hanoverians 
to Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, to relieve the 
Englifli garrifons who were (hipped off in tranf- 
ports for America. 

All thefe troops ferved under the command 
of lord Howe and his brother the admiral^, as 
we (hall relate in its place. Each campaign 
coft 'England fix millions fterling, or thirty-fix 
millions of crowns. The debt of Cireat Britain 
was at that time efl:imated at the fum of nine 
hundred millions of crowns. One campaign 
would not be fufiicient to fubjeft the colonics, i 
and thus it was forefeen that the national debt 
would foon exceed ten hundred millions of 
crowns. The following campaign was pro- 
ductive of no decifive event. The Americans 
maintained their caufe againft fir William Howe, 
and all the re-inforcements by which. he had 
been joined ; and, toward the clofe of the year 
1777, fortune began to declare in favour of the 
colonies. 

General Burgoyne, in obedience to the orders 
of the court, departed from Canada, with thir- 

* This is a miftake. Sir William Howe was the general, 
and lord vlfcount Howe ihe admiral. T. 

' teen 



teen thbufand men t6 march to ftofton, Accord- 
ing to the plan which had been givfen him to 
put in execution; while fif William Howe, whd 
was infoimcd of nothing that paffed, had feized 
on Philadelphia. The defeft of not afting in 
COilfcert completed the ruin of t^t caufe; tut- 
goyne, who was in want of horfes for the tranf* 
port of provifions, and had undertaken in im- 
pr^icable expedition, inipi'aiflialblii relative 
to ftlbliftence, was obliged to furrender tiimfetf 
and his ariny prifohers to thofe Amerfatn$ 
whom in imagination he hsid fubjugatedi 

Ail event like this would formerly hive madb 
flie whole people revolt againft die goVemmeftt* 
On the pfefent occafion it only produced fotnfe 
feeble niutmufs i fo much more powerful was 
the love of riches than the love of their country ; 
and fp much did this nation, once fo noble land 
fi> gerieiroud, prefer perfonal advantage to gehe- 
tal weMare* The kin^ of England, who pferti- 
ttacio^fly fupported- the fyflcm of Bute^ wis but 
rendered the more dbftinatc by the difficulties 
Tfrhich condnually ftarted up. Little (enfible of 
^e niiifSrtunes which would alight oh hiis peo- 
ple, his ardourlfor tiite execution of his projefts 
iherwfed; and, that he might gain the fupe- 
riority in Ariierica, be negocjated in every court 

tPL* IV, N of 
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of Germany, purpofely to obtain fuch further 
fuccours as they could afford. 

The empire already felt the lofs of the numer- 
ous men which had been drafted from it, and 
tranfported into diftant climates ; and the king 
of Pruliia beheld with' pain Germany deprived 
of its defenders, efpecially {hould a new war be 
kindled; for, in the troubles of 1756, Lower 
Saxony and Weftphalia alone had fupplied an 
army, with which the progrefs of the French had 
been impeded and deranged. For this reafon 
he difputed the paffage of the troops which the 
,princes granted to England, when fuch troops 
were obliged to pafs through the country of 
Magdeburg, of Minden, or by the Lower 
Rhine. . . 

This was biit taking a feeble revenge for the 
evil proceedings of the court of London, rela- 
.tivc to the city and port of Dantzic ; neither 
did the king defire to come to extremities. 
Long experience had taught him that a n:mlti- 
tude of enemies are found in the world, and 
that we ought not in fport to raife up foes. 

Such is the general idea we may form 6£ 
England, daring the fliorf fpace of time of the 
events of which we here propofe to write. We 
Ihall quit-this country for the prefent^that we may 

give 
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jgive in abftraft of fuch mcmdrable incidents 
a$ happened during the faihd epociia in Ruffia. 

1774. The cniprefs bf RUffla concluded 
jpeacc with the Tiirks, refplenderit with glory 
by the fucidefs which her troops had met with 
againft h^r enemies, during the war. But 
government was nearly eihatifted of men and 
money j and the ftate o^afFairis was {b uncertkin 
thit the grand vi^Ir himfelf declared to prince 
Repnih, anibaflador at the Porte, ihat, ilhlfefs* 
the khan bf Hie Crimea (hould return Under 
the doitiiiiioh of the Porte, and the emprefs bf 
Ruffia fliould rcftbrc Kerfch and jenikala, the 
^eace ^ich had been ixtbrted from the Turks 
cbuld not be of long cdntiiluahce. The Ruffian 
troops, ori this declai^ation,' Occupied Perekop* 
and hoftiiities imhiediatcly recommenced ih the 
Crimea; This was not a formal and open war, 
in which Wd grand armies eilcamp in^pr^efeiice 
bf each other, but a war of incurSons. Turkilli 
troops difembirked in various places, which 
^ccafioned ikifmifhes, and in Which the Ruffians^ 
Were continually viftoribu's. ' ' ' 

Such a ftate of incertitude difturbfid the em- 
prefs^ becaiife (he wis obliged to iflcmble an' 
army on the frontiers of Tartary, and to keep a 
targe body of tnen atKiow; tbbppolc, if necef- 
fefy, a corps of forty thoufand Turks, encamped' 

N z near 
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oear Bender; who> traverfing Folaild^ migH( 
ea^Iy march thence toward thofe Ruffiaa pro*; 
vinces^ which arc fituated on the oppofij^e fliore 
of the Niefter. Thu^, without being either at 
peace or war, the expence^ of the emprefs w^q 
as great as though war had been declared be^* 
tween the two powers. 

1773. The. internal affairs of the qovirt of 
Peteriburg furnilhed events of another naturcj 
biit which equally appertain to the hiftory of 
the times. The emprefs, feeing l^^r fon thq 
grand duke of a proper age to n^arfy, 4<^be-> 
rated concerning the choice of a proper cooforti 
who it was neceflary (houM be a German 
prince^, whofe age and perfon (bouki be foun4 
j^eeable to her fon. A choice like this was^ no 
matter of indifference to the court o| Berlin ; 
for fucha new connediion might become &vour-« 
able or unfavourable to the FrufQan: interefls^ 
There was a deaith of princeflb^ at thc^jL time i« 
Germany, where there were^iiot above three o^ 
fpur who might be feleftedj becaufe that fomo 
were too old, others too youi^g. Thofe oiv 
whom the choice mig;ht alight were, a fiifter of 
the eledor of Saxony^ a princffe of Wurtena-' 
berg, too young, and three princeflfesy daughters! 
of the landgrave of Darmftadt. The elder iifter 
^ the three princefics of Darmftadt was marri^: 

to 
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to the jmnGe <tf Pruffia; therefc»*e much wai 
to be gained (hould one of thefe princdTes be- 
come grand datchefs; for the ties of family^ 
added to thofe of alliance, would then fcem to 
announce an increafing ftabiiity to the fubfifting 
union betwcn Pruffia and Ruffia. Every engine 
was employed by the king to accomplilh this 
jf)urpofe, and he was fortunate enough to be 
completely fuccefsfuL The princcffes of Darm» 
iladt paffed through Berlin^ and arrived at 
Peterfburg, The apple was beftowed on the 
fecgnd of the d^ughter§ of the landgrave, and 
the mamage was folemnly celebrated ; but it 
was unfuccefsfulj and was the c^ufe of a great 
pumber of cabals and vexatious fcenes. 

New difputes, at the fame time, arpfe at War- 
saw, concerning the poffeflions which the co- 
partitioning powers occupied in Poland. The 
Sarmatians*,with bitter complaints, accufed the 
yVuflxians and PruOians of having extended their 
limits much beyond what had been grantedthem 
by treaty. Their remonftrances made an impref* 
(ion on the emprefs of Ruffia, whofe ambition, 
applauding itfelf for having beftowed provinces 

on grfeat monarchs, was ftill more flattered by 

» 

* The word is deployed figuratively to fignify barbarians, 
9iid geogt^phically for the Poles ^ Poland being a part of 
•ncleatSanna^a. T. ^ 
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fijcing the boundaries of thefc provinces. 5?Q 
prevent the coi)fequences which might refult 
from the diffatisfaftion of the cmprcfs, if not 
immediately appeafed, the king determined tq 
fend prince Henry to Pcterfburg, under thq 
pretence of paying ^ vifit to the emprefs, by 
whom he had been invited to her court. Here? 
it is neceflary to add that the king had concerted 
with the court of Vienna, and agreed, that the 
two powers ftould preferve their poiflTeffions in- 
tire, fufFering the Poles to complain, ^pd endea- 
vouring to pacify the court of Ruflia. But 
prince Kaunitz, enamoured of his politics, in- 
tending to embroil the courts of Berlin and 
Peterfburg, declared to the latter that the em- 
prefs queen, >yith no other motive but the defire 
of obliging the emprefs of Ruffia, determined 
to reftore a part of the palatinate of Lublin, all 
the diftrids which lie beyond the right (hore of 
the Bug, the town of Cafimir, and fonje other 
encroachments which (he ftill held, to the re- 
public of Poland- 
Prince Henry therefore arrived, af Peterfburg, 
under circumftances equally fingular and vexa- 
tious. He had to combat with the French, the 
Spaniards, and the Auftrians. Scarcely had he 
been favoured with an interview by the emprqfj 
before the grand dutchefs died, after bringing ^ 

dead 
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dead child into the world. The prince, being 
pr^feht at this fcene, aided the emprefs at a mo*^ 
ment ib mournful, as much as was in his power. 
He particularly diredted his cares •to the grand 
duke, who was overwhelmed by a fpedacle as. 
new to him as it was gloomy. He did not quit 
him ; and, after having contributed to the re- 
ftoration of his health, he completed his work 
by effeftkig the entire reconciliation of the mo- 
ther and the fon, the mifunderftanding between 
whom had been greatly increafed, fince the 
marriage of the grand duke, and had infpired 
apprehenfions that very ferious confequences, 
CO one or the other, might be the refuk. 

The emprcfs was highly afFefted by the fer- 
•vice which had been rendered her, by prince 
Henry, and from that time his influence daily 
increafed. Of this influence he prefently made 
good ufe. The emprefs intended her fon ftioiild 
quickly be provided with another confort. The 
prince propofed the princefs of Wurtemberg, 
the grand niece of the king ; which propofal 
was immediately accepted. It was further de- 
termined that prince Henry (hould conduA the 
grand duke to Berlin, where he ftiould meet 
the princefs, and where pledges (hould mutu- 
ally be given : after which the grand duke wj^s 

N4 - to 
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to rctym with his conforc to Ru(Ii4> that ^ 
l^uptials migh^ be cejebfated at Pctcrjfhurg. 

Thf prince found greater diftciUtics in elud-» 
)ng the refUti^tiQQs ^hicli the Poles deri>ande4 
pf the king. Ai) e:(amp}e of reftitution had 
Jjfen afforded by, th^ qourt pf Vienna, aiid 
{Luflia infifted his majeily (hould itpitatc 
the condu^ of that court. The affair w^ 
therefore confided to the mediation of M, von 
Stackelberg, cheR^uifian amhaiTadorin Poland; 
f^dy afi:er having managed the bufifiefs 4$ weH 
li$ circumftanc^s would permit, the court <rf 
Berlin rcftorcd ^ part of the lake of Gopio, 
the right (horc of the river of Prevenza, ^ 
fome villages in the vicinity of Thorn, tQ the 
republic. We (hall not here give a pircqn^bm? 
pal account of the reception of the gnind 
duke^ which w^s one p^petyal fefliyol from 
the frontiers (o B^rlifXj at which city ly:^ury 
and tafte contended for th^ honour^ that were 
rendered this illuihious foreigner. It wa» not 
imagined at Vicfins^ that thq grand du^<$ would 
go to Berlin. Prince Kaunitz^ depend^Qg on 
;hie iuccefs of his iaiidious arts, wa$ perfuaded 
^hat, his court haying b^cn the firft to reflore 
fome diftriffts to the Pole§, hc h^^d by thi^ con»r 
pkiiance irremediably en^biro^ed the coigns of 

Berlin 
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Berlin aad Petwfbjijjg ; wjjcreas^ at die very 
infta^t he w.q5 enjojfing his imaginary triumph, 
fic was informed that the grand duke wu at 
Berlin; th^t he had efpoufed (he princely of 
Wurtemberg ; and tijat the intimacy between 
Pruffig and Rufe h^d increafed to friend- 
(hip. 

But, though this minifter had failed in his 
lattempt in Ruilia, he indemnified bimfelf at thp 
cxpence of the Turks^ For the courr of Vienna, 
under the pretence of regulating the limits which 
iieparate Hungary ^n(\ Wallachia, had feized 
. on the diftrift of the Buckowina, which cx-» 
ten43 to within ^ milepf Chofzim* The Turks 
bad been igeorant enough, or more properly 
/peaking, i^upid enough, to confent to this diC- 
.men^berment of their ftates, without receiving 
jany equiv^ent by which it might have b^n au- 
ihorifed,, j^nd withoqt complaint. Other powers 
4i4 np( t^ink in the fan>e manner. Rulfia had 
reafon to be jealous of the acquifition of the 
court of Vienna, toward the Dniefteri becaufe 
fuch pojQ&flions^ by approaching fo near to 
Chotzim, emtpowered the Auftrians to difpute 
thfi paflage of the Dniefter with the Ruf- 
fians, whenever the latter ftiould^ attempt uy 
fxtend their conquefts^ either into Moldavia 

or 
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Berlin and Petcrfburg ; whcreasi ar the very 
Jn^lant he w^s enjoying his iniaginary triumph^ 
infonncd that ihe grand duke was at 
U that he had efpoufed the princcfs of 
emberg ; aod tljat the intimacy between 
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t)r Wallachia ; or, even Ihould they fuffer 
their troops to pafs, the Auftrians, by being 
mailers of ti;ie Buckowina, might cut off their 
fubfiftencc ; of at leaft incline the balance 
in any wars between the Ruffians and the 
Turks, according as they (hould find it moft 
to their intereft. 

1774. The Auftrians^ likewife, inceflantly 
caballed at Gonftantinople, that they might 
increafe the animofity which the laft pes^e 
had occafioned between the Porte and Ruf- 
fia, and give rife to new quarrels. The 
French, on their part, were equally adtive. Thefe 
clandeJdine arts at length produced their effed 
on the grand Scignpr, and were the caufe of 
the declarations already mentioned, that were 
made to prince Repnin, and of that fpecies of 
war in the Crimea which was afterward ap« 
peafed. Vienna was at this time the hot-bed 
of Europe for projefts and intrigues ; and that 
haughty court, that fhe might overawe all 
others, extended her views on every fide, that 
with them fhe might extend her limits, and in- 
gulph thofe flates in her monarchy which fhe 
£:>und conveniently fituated for her' purpofc. ' 
Toward the eaft, fhe meditated the addition of 
Scrvia and Bofnia to hef vafl pofTeffions; oh 
the fouth, tempted to feize on countries that 

belonged 
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belonged to the republic of Venice, (he only 
waited for an opportunity that might enable her 
to join Triefte and the Milanefe to Tyrole, by a 
difmembermcnt to be made at her good plea- 
fure. Nor was this fufficient : (he promifed 
herfelf that foon after the death of the duke of 
Modena, the heirefs of whom had been ef- 
poufed by an arch-duke, (he might claim the 
dutchy of Ferara poflTeflTedby the popes, and 
dfefpqil the king of Sardinia of the Tortonefe, 
and the diftrid of Alexandrino, as having al- 
ways appertained to the diikes of Milan. . On 
the weft, Bavaria prefented her with a moft al- 
luring morfel ; in the neighbourhood of Auftria, 
it opened her a paffage toward the Tyrole. 
PoflTelfing this, the houfe of Auftria would be- 
hold the Danube almoft perpetually flow through 
her domains. 

Exclijlive of this reafon, it was fuppofed con- 
trary to the intereft of the emperor to.fuflfer 
the union of Bavaria and the Palatinate under the 
fame prince ; and, as fuch an inheritance would 
have rendered the eleftor palatine too puiflfant, 
the emperor held it to be better policy to take 
it to himfelf. 

Afcendingthe Danube, we come to th^e dutchy 
of Wurtemberg, on which the court of Vienna 
imagifted (he had legitimate claims. Thefe va- 
rious 
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rious acquifitioos, would' have fiM-med s^ coiw 
i;icfted chjtiii, which, cxtendiog from Vi^i^n^ 
voukl lead td the banks of the Rhine ; whei^q 
AlTatia^ that had been anciently a part of the 
#mpire» mi^t be recervered ; which finallj( 
would lead to Lorraine, that (6 lately had beei| 
part of the domains of the anceflorsof Jofeph IL 
Turning toward the north, we meet with Si-^ 
kiia, the lofs of which Auilria could not forget, 
and which (he ferioufly propofed to recover, 
whenever (he (hould fo be able. The empe* 
ror had not the art to conceal and veil his vaf| 
defigns : he was often betrayed by his vivacity^ 
What follows will ferve as an example to prove 
the aflertion. Toward the end of the year 
1775, the king of Pruflia had feveral violent 
fits of the gout* Van Swieten, the Imperial 
ambafiador at the court of Berlin, fyppofed thi^ 
gout to be a confirmed dropfy ; and, flattered 
by the opportunity of announcing to his cour^ 
the death of a foe whom (he had long found fo 
formidable, he boldly wrote to the emperor 
that the king approached his end, and that h^ 
would not outlive the year. Immediately be*, 
hold all the Auftrian troops on the march ; 
Bohemia is their appomted rendezvous ; and 
the emperor impatiently is waiting at Vienna for 
the confirmation of this intelligence^^ that he 

may. 



may ii^notly {Xne^rate iaat^'^awony, anddMenm 
xmrch fio the frofttiers of Brandenbourg,. theri^ 
tQ propofc to chc fucceflbr of the mDOoich 
t£ie altemacive ot ekher imrmdvatelf {brrendov 
ing all Silefi^y to the hcmfe of Auftria^ or of 
being overwfaekxred before he (holl^ be able to 
pm himfelf in a fta/tb of defence. . 

AU thd<^ a<S:$^ which wereop^y.perfomiM^ 
9Mid every vvbeiti^ Jfiamomt^ couMaoCy latM^ 
well be imagbed^ ceaxent the frisnid&ip of 1^ 
(WO coxHtn. The fctoe appeared the. mow &i^ 
gular inafmuch as the king of Pmffia, iwviiig 
l»een attacked by' nothing . more than the. gout^ 
wai rqc0v«red b^re the Auftdam. anxif: was 
aflcmbled^ aad the emperor thea ordered idU 
his troop! i^to their lofvial qiterters^ 

The following year^.thar is^. tto fey in 1777^ 
the emperor jaoade a JDvimey ino^mto imo 
Franc«< Hi9 abode at Paris and. YeriinUesdidl 
919^. conisrihxitc: ta fbesigthaL the: onion of tlm 
tliro nationaa He was bet^r acquasntod witfi 
. ^ worldi and. pofief&d more aiti4nky> th^ 
Jbouis XVL Jealouftes Were elicited m thb 
Preach monarcb, which he wkb difficulty cohm 
eejded. Jofeph a&ecwacd was defirous of 1^1^ 
fitingdlie poovinces. of France:;^ aod^ perhapsy 
lteing.Iei5X)bfervant of hinsfi^ than' he had bee$ 
$x cbccapittLVixe fufiered veary ftti^ble marktf 
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of the ch^n he felt to efcapc him^ at bctiolai 
ing the excellent eftabli(htnents off ihanufadures^ 
trade^ and other fimilar circumftance^, which all 
were fo many proofs <jf national induftry* TriJ 
fling as fuch incidents ^cre^ thfey did not cfcapd 
the fagacity of the French. The emperor had 
diftinguiftied himfelf by his politenefs at thd 
court ; but, laying lefs Conftfjunt on himfelf in 
thft country^ he rather appeared to elivy thaii 
love the nadon dirough which he tr^elled, and 
loft all that influence which by ftnga^g arts hef 
had aciquired. > 

, In another point of view, this Journey midc 
a very different impreffion on Jofeph II. Htf 
had Vifited the prbviijces of Normandy, Brittany,- 
Provence, Languedoc, Bui'guhdy, And Franchd 
Comte ; all which had formerly beeh governed 
by fovereign princes, though vafTals, and during 
a fucceffion of pad ages had gradually b^eri' in-^ 
corpprated with the French monarchy. Such 
objefts, which ftruck him forcibly, occaiiotied^ 
according to him, the humiliating comparifon 
he rnad^ between this mafs, all governed by 
one ^ chief, and the Germanic body ; of which 
indeed he, as emperor, was the head, but 
^mong the members of which he met with kings 
^d fovereigns fufficiently puiffwit to refift, and 
<^ven .make war upon him. Had he poffefled 
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Ae means, he wotild ihceflantly have reunited 
all the provincesof the empire to his domains, 
diat he might render himfelf monarch of dif- 
trifts fo vaft, and thus raife himfelf fuperior to 
all the monarchs of Europe. 

Such were the dreamt by which he was ceni 
tinually haunted ; fuch the prcgeds of which^ it 
was his opinion, the honfe of Auftria never 
ought to lofe fight. From principles thus am* 
bitioas was the ardour derived with which he 
coveted Bavaria ; and, althouf^ the death of 
the eledor did not appear to him near, he 
omitted nothing which might bring the eledor 
p^atine and hi^ nlinifters over to his interefts. 

The king of Pruffia, ever attentive to the 
procedure of the court of Vienna, was. one of 
the firft to difcover the myftctyt That court 
was too dangerous, and too pmflQuit, to be , neg- 
le6ted ; befide that, in order to oppofe the 
proje&s of an enemy, it is necdSary thofe pro- 
jedts fliould be known. The refult of the va- 
rious fads which we have jufl related was that 
the tranquillity of Europe was every where me- 
naced ; the «mbei^ were glowing under the 
afhes, and the lead breath would fet them in 
flames. Ruflia was in momentary expedadon 
of being attacked by the Turks ; for, though 
war was not declared, hoftilitics were Commit-^ 

ted. 



ted by both ptfties. Thb kft wir bad bccft 
sttendai ixrith very enormoui expencrs^ aiid 
RuflSft had been alitioft exhaufted by it ; moid 
cfpeciaily bccaufe of the ravages of Pugatfchef,? 
in the province of Cafan^ ^id of the deftruC'^ 
tion^'of the thihei^ the revenues of which> in 
^efe cbuntriesy are veiy bodiiderable. 

Thus Was* a youthfol enipe;x>r, devoured by 

«mbttidn ahd avariciouaT of fanie^ vraiting ae 

Vienna the oppdrttniity) that (koiM enable hint 

to trouble the repofe 6f Europe. He pbfiMTed 

two genends^ Laudon and'Lafcy^ who had ad* 

quired re^rutadon in the prbcedihg wah Ha 

army was better maintained, and 6ri a more ej^f 

cellent eftablifliment^ than it had eVer been^ 

He^ had incrcafed the number of hk field pieces 

of artillery dU they amotaited to two tboufand* 

Hisfihantes indeed^ ^11 fenfible ofthe immenfe 

eipeioes of the laft war,< were not' equally in 

good coiididon; Thic debts of the ftate were 

^ -eftimated >ac a hundred miUiodis of crowh^, the 

inte^ of wfikb had befen reduced to fduf- per 

eentf but the peopier were k)ided with the moft 

trigorous taxes, aiid each day gat« bi^th to nevr^ 

In defjite of all the money which, by'opprefBftg^ 

the provinces, was coHe6fccd at Yiehna, afcerde- 

duding the fixed and ftkted bipehces^ accooxling; 

>^o the written docum^n6, there only remained 
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tivo millions to the emprefs quecn^ o{ which (he 
could difpofe. Thus there were no other fund* 
than the money, amounting to four millibns of 
crowns, which marflial Lafcy had faved out o£ 
the army allowance. . But, by the cxaftnefs with 
Which the bank of Vienna had paid theinterefts 
of the loans of the court, credit was fo well fc- 
cured and confolidated, in Holland and at Ge- 
noa, that, (hould the court think proper to hare 
recourfe to new loans, there was little doubt but 
it would find new refouirces. To this good ftate 
of public credit add a Handing army of a hun- 
dred and feventy thoufand men, and every rea* 
der will allow that Auftria was at this time a 
more formidable power than it ever had been, 
tinder any of the preceding emperors, not even 
excepting Charles V. 

If we compare the political ftate of France, 
fuch as it has here been defcribcd, to what it 
was during tjie flourifhing period of the reign of 
JLouis XIV. we fliall find it to have greatly dc- ^ 
clined. The fecundity of the kingdom feemed to 
be exhaufted, it appeared no longer capable of 
producing men of fuch vaft genius as thofe by 
whom in that age it was honoured. Overwhelm- 
ed by enormous debts, it was inceflafitly in want 
of expedients. A Comptroller general of the fi- 
nances was fuppofcd to be. an alchymift : he 
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was required to make gold ; and, when he coul3 
not furnifli fufficicnt for all demands, he was 
imniediately difmifled. £le(^on, at length, was 
made of M. Necker, calvinift as he was* It 
perhaps was hoped that a heretic, fiend againft 
fiend, by making a compadt with the devil, 
might find fupplies neceffary for the purpofes 
of government. The ftate maintained a hun* 
dred thoufand regular troops, and a body of 
fixty thoufand militia. The ports of the king- 
dom contained no fhips. M. de Maurepas em- 
ployed the moment when England fo unfea- 
fonably made war on her colonies to renovate 
the French marine. The workmen were aftive 
in all the dock-yards } in the year 1776, thirty- 
fix (hips of the line were built ; and in 1778 
the number was augmented to fixty-fix, without 
including frigates, and other veflels. The 
iflandi and colonies of America were all fur- 
niflied with troops. The French perhaps did 
not pay the fame attention to their pofleffions 
in the Eaft Indies. 

So many preliminary fteps ought to have 
opened' the eyes of the Englilh ; ought to 
have prognofticated an approaching rupture 
iwith France, had they been capable of fore- 
fight. The fituation of France, though little 
fplendid, did not the lefs defcrve the attention 
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of other powers. Her debts denied her the 
ability of maintaining a long war ; but, ftrength* 
cned by the alliance of Spain, and the aid which 
flie might then deduce, fhe was feen to watch 
the moment when ftie might fall like a hawk 
on his prey, and avenge on Great Britain all 
the evils the latter had inflided in the courfe of 
the preceding war. It may in general be af- 
firmed that no fubjed of importance, either in 
Germany or the fouth of Europe, could be 
treated on, nor any plan concerted, without the 
concurrence of that power. 

England, as we have faid, was under the yoke - 
of the tories, overwhelmed in debt, and en- 
gaged in a ruinous war, by which this national 
debt was annually increafed by a fum equal to 
thirtyrfix millions of crowns. That her right 
arm might combat with her left, (he exhaufted 
every refource, and was haftily ftriding toward 
decay. Her miniftcrs added fault to fault, and 
the greateft of their errors was carrying a war 
into America, from which it was impoffible any 
advantage ftiould be derived. This nation quar* 
relied with every other ; and with as little rea- 
fon as with America, the French][excepted, for 
they are the perpetual enemies of England. But 
the court of London was on equally bad terms 
with Spain, relative tp the difputes that had 
O 2 arifen 
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arifen Goncerning Falkland's iflands ; and, after 
the death of the laft king of Portugal, England 
had entirely loft the influence (he had poffefFed 
in that kingdom. Her haughty, rigorous, and 
dcfpotic proceedings, toward the governor of St. 
Euftatia, had deprived her of the friendftiipand 
confidence of the United Provinces. The king 
of England, as eleftor of Hanover, had given 
difcontent to the court of Vienna, by refijfing 
paffports for horfes to remount the Auflrian 
cavalry, which had always been granted in 
fimilar cafes. He had diflatisfied the emprefs 
of Ruflia, and fince the adventure of his lifter, 
queen Matilda, the enmity of Denmark was 
become manifeft. The king of Pruflia had 
greater fubjefts of complaint than all the reft.* 
He had to reproach the Englifti monarch with 
the peace he had concluded with France, by 
which England had abandoned Pruflia, and with 
all the arts that had been ufed to difpoflefs him of 
the portof Dantzic. England therefore could only 
attribute the manner in which flie was generally 
abandoned and avoided to her own mifconduft. 
Sweden, though (he had changed her form of 
government, had not acquired new flrcngth. 
The balance of trade was unfavourable to her. 
, She no longer received the fubfidies of France. 
She therefore fcarcely had the means of felf de- 
fence. 
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fence, and found herfelf wholly unable to at- 
tack. 

Dcxunark was in poffeflion of a good fleet, 
and tliirty thoufarid foldiers ; but her debility 
was nearly on a level with that of Sweden. 

The king of Sardinia found himfelf tied hand 
and foot, as it were, by the alliance of France 
and Auftria. Of himfelf he could effed no- 
thing : he only was of confequence when aided 
by fome puiflant ally ; and, in the prefent ftatc 
of affairs, he could not be ranked higher than 
Sweden and Denmark. 

Poland, abounding with bufy but trifling 
pcrfons, maintained no more than fourteen thou- 
jand men ; nor were her finances fufiicient to 
put this fmall number of troops in motion. The 
^uflian ambaffador governed this kingdom, in 
the pame of the cmprefs, nearly in the fame 
manner as the pro-confuls formerly governed 
the provinces of the Roman empire. What 
therefore was thought or projeded at Warfaw 
was in reality of no moment. It was enough to 
know what had been determined on at Peterf- 
turg, in order to form a judgment concerning 
Poland. 

J?ru(na had enjoyed fome tranquillity during 

the peace. Attentive to the projedts that were 

forming by her neighbours, but not direftly in- 

3 teifering 
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tcrfering in any of them, flic had principally 
applied herfelf to the renovation of her ruined 
provinces. The incrcafe of population had 
been confiderable. The revenues of the ftatc 
were augmented more than one-fourth, com- 
pared to their amount in 1756. The army was 
entirely re-eftabliflied, and, from the year i774> 
the king had maintained a hundred and eighty^ 
fix thoufand men, well difciplined, and whom 
he could at any time bring into the field. Moft 
of his fortreffes were finiftied, and in good con- 
dition. Hi§ magazines were filled for one cam- 
paign, and he had fufficient fums in refervc 
fingly to fupport a war for fbme years. 

Ruffia was the only ally of Pruffia j nor 
would any other have been neceflary, had there 
not been reafon to fear that a new war, in the 
Crimea, might prevent the emprefi of Ruffia 
from furniftiing the king with that aid which 
fhe was, by treaty, obliged to fiimifli. The 
court of Berlin, having afted with difcre- 
tion toward every power, was not embroiled 
with any one; but the fufpicloas which tl^c 
ambitious views of the emperor excited occa- 
fioned it to be fpreboded, with certainty, that 
the firft unexpe^ed g;reat event would produce 
an explofion of the volcano. 

Troubles already had arifcn in the empire, 

which 
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which were o^cafioned by the vifitation of the 
impcriai chamber at Wetzlar. This court of 
jufUce had executed its functions with great 
injuftice^ which was produdiv^ of complaints 
from a number of princes, who were fufFerers 
by its prevarications. Far fron^ punifhing or 
expelling the guilty, who were its creatures, the 
court of Vienna perfifted in giving them fup- 
^rt. Thje king of Pruffia ai^d the king of 
England, as electors, being at the h^M of a 
confiderable party, conftrained the Auftrians to 
f ede feveral points in difpute. 

Jn fine, look which way he would, the king 
faw the tranquillity of Europe in danger of be- 
ing difturbed. Not to aft inconfiderately under 
circumftances fo critical, it was nec^ffary EnUv 
fia ihould come to a righ| underftan^ing with 
other powers, and (hould be truly informed of 
yfhaz were the propei^fitie? of France. The for^- 
mer alliances between the courts of Berlin and 
Verfailles had, ever fince the year 1756, been 
interrupted. The war which then broke ouf, 
the enthufiafm of ;he French in behalf of Au- 
ftria, the efforts they mutually made to crufli the 
king of Pruffia (an e^cpreflion vfhi^h the/ fre- 
quently employed) and the animofity which 
had been the confequence, l^d not difpofed 
th^fe courts to terms of amity* Such wquj^s 
O 4 arcj 
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are too deep^ too painful^ to be quickly healed^ 
After the peace of 1 763 aniniQfity was changed 
into referve; and the court of Beiiin having 
united itfelf by treaty to that of Peterlburg, as 
the cmprcfs of Ruffia did not love France, the 
king of Pruflia had not, at that time^ the power, 
if he wifhed to keep well with his fole ally, to 
be too intimate with the French. It was for this 
reafon that M. de Guines, the creature of the 
duke de Choifeul, an ambaflador horn the court 
of Verfaillcs to Berlin, could not negociate with 
all the fuccefs he defiredt For in the year 
1770, the affairs of J^oland began to be in agir 
tation, and the king could not, at the fame in-i 
Itant, be of the Ruffian party which fupported the 
king, Poniatowfky, and of that of the French, 
which lent its aid to the confederation of Bar, 
Thofe incidents diat produced the difmember% 
ment of Poland, of which we have before fpo- 
ken, foon after followed ; and from that time 
more than ever all friendfhip with the court of 
Verfailles was interdifted. 

Befide the impediments we have here recited, 
there was, ftiU ftirther, the alliance which fub- 
fifted between France and Auftria, by which 
more confiderable Ihackles were put on all con- 
nexions which might otherwife have been cont 
traded with France; for, while this treaty fub? 

fifled^ 
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fifted^ it was impoffible^ without infringing on 
its articles, for France to enter into the views of 
the court of Berlin. 

But as, toward the year 1777, the affairs of 
Poland were terminated, and the fcenery of the 
political theatre was entirely changed, befide 
that a new king, and other minifters, at that 
time governed France, means were then found 
to conciliate the courts of Peterlburg and Ver- 
failles; fince the fame a6tors no longer exifted, 
and the refentment of the cmprefs of Ruffijj 
«:onld not properly e^jitend to their fucceffor?^ 
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AFTER having related the manner in which 
the partition of Poland was made between 
Ruflia^ Auftria and Pruffia^ we imagined this 
would have been the lafl: remarkable event dur- 
ing the reign of the king. , It was the will of 
Fate however, who fports with human forefight, 
that it (hould be otherwife ordained. The fud- 
den death of a prince, of which there was no 
apparait probability, as fuddenly difturbed the 
peace which Europe then enjoyed. The eleftw 
of Bavaria was feized with the finall*po2C, and 
the news of his dtceaTe arrived at the momoii 

when 
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when his recovery was hoped, by all who were 
interefted in his prefervation. From that time 
war became almoft inevitable, for it was kno.wn 
that the Imperial court and the young emperor, 
Jofeph IL had formed the projcdt of invading 
Bavaria, after the death of the eleftor. 

This plan had been conceived by the em- 
peror Francis, who, that he might glofs it over 
with an appearance of juftice, had caufed his fon 
to efpoufe the lifter of the eledor of Bavaria, 
that he might acquire the claim of the allodial 
inheritance of that fucceflion. But, the princcfs 
having died childlefs, the pretext would no 
longer ferve the intended purpofe. The Im- 
perial court, poflcfled of no legal, no apparent 
pretenfibn to that eleAorate, employed certain 
ancient documents and claims of fovereignty, 
which it imagined itfelf to enjoy over the 
fiefs of Bavaria, in right of the fovereignty of 
Bohemia. She had previoully gained over all 
the minifters of the eledlor palatine, as well as 
the prince himfelf, to whom advantageous efta- 
bliftiments were promifed for his natural chil- ' 
dren, provided he would facrifice his legitimate 
fucceffors, at the head of whom was the duke 
de Dcuxponts. 

Scarcely was the news of the death of the 
tledor of Bavaria, received at Vienna before a 

council 
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touncil was aflcmbled. The emperor propofed 
to invade Bavaria. The emprefs queen con- 
fented with reludance to a ftep fo violent; or 
Ihe rather fufFered herfelf to be won by the per* 
fuafions of prince Kaunitz, who aflured her (uch 
an event could have no bad confequences, and 
that Europe, in aftate of lethargy or'confterna- 
tion, would not dare to oppofe the emperor ia 
an enterprifc equally bold and decifive. 

Sixteen battalions and twenty fquadrons, with 
eighty field pieces, immediately began to march. 
The eledor palatine, who was at Munich, 
turned pale at the news; and figned a conven- 
tion in which he abandoned two-thirds of Ba- 
varia to the Auflxians. This violent aftion wa« 
every where rumoured. The charader of the 
emperor was too well known for Europe not to 
judge that his proceeding did but announce 
further confequences from his headlong ambi- 
tion. In a moment fo critical, fome part muft 
be taken. The torrent muft either be oppofed 
vigoroufly, for if not oppofed it would fweep 
all before it, or every prince in the empire muft 
renounce his privileges and his freedom; fince, 
ihould they remain inaftive, the Germanic body 
would feem tacitly to approve the Tight of the 
emperor to arrogate to himfelf, and defpotically 
to feize on, any fuccellion which (hould become 

3 vacant; 



2o8 POSTHITMOVS WORKS* 

vacant; which would but tend to the general 
overthrow of thofe laws, treaties, confraterni- 
ties, and privileges, by which the poffeffions 
of thefe princes were confirmed. 

This affemblage of fatal confequences had not 
cfcaped the penetration of the king; but, before 
any violent remedies could be employed, pre- 
liminary meafures muft be taken. It was re- 
quifite the duke de Deuxponts fliould proteft 
againft the treaty of Munich; that Saxony 
fliould claim the aid of his majefty, in behalf 
of its allodial fuccefHon; and, efpedally, that 
enquiries (hould be made at the courts of Ver^ 
failles and Petersburg, that the mode of thinks 
ing at thofe courts might be known, and that 
a certainty of their intentions might be obtained* 

The eleftor of Saxony was the firft who ad- 
dreffed himfelf to the king, after having in vain 
made application to the court of Vienna, the 
haughtinefs of which did not even deign to 
honour him with an anfwer. The eleftor pa- 
latine, having been ftripped of moft of his pof- 
feiBons, was wholly incapable of fatisfying thcf 
demands which Saxony had on the allodial fuc* 
ceflion. But the court of Vienna had afted 
with more precipitation than prudence. She 
had hegledcd to fecure the duke de Deuxponts, 
vho was the legitimate fucceflbr of the eleftor 

2 palatine. 



ilEMOhlS OF THE BAVARIAN WAR. 209 

palatine^ and whofe acquiefcence was abfolutely 
nceeflary, before the treaty of MUnich could be 
of any value. She had befidc treated the aflFair 
with fo little fccrecy, and caution, that" every 
ftep (he had taken, during the courfe of tea 
years, fince which the projedk had been con* 
ceived, was known. This it was that induced 
the king to fend count Gortz, incognito, to 
Munich, where he arrived exadly in time to 
prevent the duke de Deuxponts from cafting 
himfelf headlong down that precipice on the 
brink of which he flood. Count Gortz remon* 
ftrated to him that he would gain nothing by 
ratifying the treaty of his vmcle; but that, on 
the contrary, by protefting againft the aft, at 
illegal, he would prefcrve the hope of recover- 
ing a part of the circle of Bavaria, which the 
cleAor palatine had given up to Auftria. The 
fprce of truth was felt by the young duke, and 
his proteft foon after appeared* He wrote at 
the fame time to the king to requeil his fupport 
and afliilance. 

From that time the affair began to aiSume a 
regular form. The court of Berlin, being au- 
thorifed to fupport the claims of the eledor of 
Saxony and the duke de Deuxponts, was pof- 
fefled of fufficient motives to begin a negotia* 
tion, with the court of Vienna, concerning , the 
. VOL. IV. P Bava^an 



Bavarian fucccflion. Political flLirmtflics wer? 
the reTuit) and thefe gave time to gain full inform 
tnation of the part which France meant to takc^ 
mid of what were the fentiments enteruined at 
Petersburg. AfFcfting ignorance, the court of 
Vienna was rcquefted to explain what her pre* 
tended daims on Bavaria were* Doubts were 
tecapitulated ; the rights of tuitions, and what^ 
ever law and ufage had oppofed to thefe pre- 
tentions, were alleged. An appeal was made 
<o the precife articles of the treaty of Weftphalia, 
by which the fucceffion was regulated. In reali- 
ty, the Imperial court was in the utmdd embar<* 
raflment, becaufe, having been furptifed by the 
uncxpeftcd death of the eleftor of Bavaria, (he 
had wanted time to give that colouring to her 
^furpation which might impofe upon the world. 
For this reafon her defence was fo feeble^ and (b 
deficient, that it was eafily refuted. 

During this confliiSk of great events, the king 
found himfelf under more reftraint firom the 
aftual fituation of the preponderating powers 
than from that of Auftria, France and Aufhia 
were united by the treaty of Verfaillcs. Had 
(he, or had (he not, made^ afrangemems with 
the emperor? Had this monarch promifed her 
<:eirions in Flanders, provided (he would confent 
to his ufurpation of Bavaria ^ Which would (he 

prefer. 
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prefer, her guarantee of the treaty of Weftphalia> 
or the treaty of VerfaUlcs ? In fine, while the 
cnfuing difputcs fliould continue, would fhe 
remain neuter, or would (he affift Auftria? 

To obtain fecurity on all thcfc points was of 
the laft importance, that an enterprife might 
not be rafhly undertaken, the confequences of 
which could not be fiDrefeen* Every one of 
thefe doubts, were fucceffively explained at Ver- 
iailles. It was known that the miniftry privately 
dilapproved the condud of the Auflxians; that, 
out of refpedt to the queen of France, the daugh* 
ter of Maria Therefa, no declaration would be 
made againft the emperor ; but neither was k 
intended to depart from the guarantee of the 
peace of Weftphalia. 

This was equal to faying it was the intention 
of France to remain neuter, which indeed ap* 
peared a very trifling part to be afted by fo 
great a*power; a power that, m the time of 
Louis XIV. had fijjed upon herfelf the eyes oi 
aftonilhed Europe* But numer<xi3 were the 
naotives of this condudl. The enormous load 
ei debt which the kingdom bore, and which 
augmenting threatened univerfal banki'uptcy; 
the great age of M. de Maurepas, who wad 
«hen near eight)*^ ; the averfion that the French 
uatiQu Ivid for a German war, which was in- 
'. Pa creafed 
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creafed by the little reputation the French antfir 
bad acquired in the laft campaigns^ made againfi: 
the allies, under the command of prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunfwick ; and the engagements into 
which France had entered with the Englilh colo- 
nies in America, by which (he had bound her- 
fclf to maintain their independence, for this was 
the moment when (he had determined to declare 
war by fea on Great Britain ; by all thcfe was 
(he aftuated. Her dock-yards were aftively 
bu(ied in fitting out numerous fleets, for the 
equipment of which all the money induftry 
could amafs was fet apart, and nothing rc^ 
mained for other operations. 

The important (late of the kingdom did not 
prevent the French minifby from beholding, 
with vexation, the audacious ftrides with which 
the young emperor was approaching defpot- 
ifm. Bavaria was but a gallery to him, through 
which he muft proceed toward Alfatia and Lor- 
rain. He was at the fame time clearing himfelf 
a road into Lombardy, a projed which infpired 
the king of Sardinia with the greateft apprc- 
henfions, and concerning which he made the 
bittereft complaints to France. Thefe various 
de(igns, and thefe coUeftive reafons, occafioned 
the miniftry of Verfailles to enteruin fentiments 
the moft favourable in behalf of the king of 

Prufliaj 
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Pruflia ; for they were very willing fome power 
(hould oppofe the unmeafured ambition of a 
youthful monarchy who might extend his pro- 
jcifts of aggrandizement far indeed, fliould he 
not be flopped at the beginning of his career. 
France remained in a kind of apathy, and at 
once beheld the two moft powerful princes of 
Germany reciprocally enfeeble each other. 

Such were the difpofitions of the court of 
Verfailles, on which dependence might be 
placed. The fame care was to be exerted that 
the views and ideas of the court of Peterfburg 
might be penetrated. The cmprefs of Ruffia 
was the "ally of the king; but (he was then at 
the eve of a new war with the Porte, by which 
file might be incumbered, and deprived of the 
power of fulfilling the engagements (he had en- 
tered into with Pruffia. It was eafy to forefee 
the Auftrians would employ artifice, that they 
might accelerate hoftilities between the Ruf- 
fians and the Turks. This would occafion a 
diverfion, which, employing the court of Peterf- 
burg elfewhere, would prevent her from fend- 
ing fuccour to the Pruffians, and confequently 
would give full fcope to the vaft attempts of the 
emperor. It was of importance to the Pruffians 
that they Ihould anticipate the court of Vienna, 
and countcraft thofe intrigUjBs which (be was pre- 
P 3 paring 
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paring to put in praftice at Conftantinople. It 
was for that purpofe that the king had recourfe 
to the mediation of France at the Porte. Of 
this mediation the court of Verfailles took 
charge^ and, as we proceed with thefe memoirs, 
we fliall fee that her interference had its efFed. 

The negotiation of the French was feconded 
by a dreadful affliftion. A peftilence of more 
than common malignity ravaged the city of 
Conflantinople, where it committed dreadful 
defolation, and, gaining entrance into the very 
feraglio, obliged the grand Seignor to take re- 
fuge in one of his palaces at fome difbtnce from 
the metropolis. A calamity fo general infpircd 
the nation with the moft pacific fentiments, and 
appeafed the aftive and turbulent fpiritof HafTan 
Bacha, high admiral of the Porte, who was the 
real promoter of the war which the grand Seignor 
meditated againft Ru(fia. Thus was the road 
fmoothed for the pacific infinuations of France. 

Though thefe different meafures removed 
many impediments, there ftill were other dif- 
ficulties to be furmounted; which difficulties 
originated with the Ruffian miniftry^ the mem- 
bers of which had few or no ideas of the Ger- 
manic fyftcm. The court of Peterfburg was 
neverthelefs convinced of the injuftice of the 
emperor's procedurej and well underftood that 

this 
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.this monarchy who ought to be no more than 
the bead of the empire^ aTpked at resKlering 
himfelfitsdefpot. 

Thus were negotiations carried on in all the 
courts of Europej while it was perceived at 
Vienna^ by the memoirs which baron Riedefd 
prefentedi on the part of Pruffia^ that the couit 
of Berlin reafoned from principles totally op* 
pofite to thofe of the Imperial courts in what 
related to the Bavarian fucceflion. Sufpicions 
were entertained at Vienna; and^ imagining 
that an open quarrel might be the confequence^ 
it was. there determined to afTemble forces in 
Bohemia> at the beginning of March. Orders 
were accordingly fent to the regiments of Italy, 
and to thofe of Hungary, and of Flanders^ to 
haften their march into that kingdom. 

No fooner does an army fo numerous aflcmble 
on the frontiers of a province than the fafety 
c( the fbte requires an equal force (hould be 
put on foot^ or it would be in danger of receiv- 
ing laws from its neighbour. Thefe coniidera- 
tions induced the king to put his troops in mo- 
tion, that he might form two armies, each of 
eighty thoufand men. The one, under the 
command of prince Henry, was to afTemble in 
the vicinity of Berlin ; that it might be ready 
inftantly to join the Saxons, (hould the emperor 
P 4 attempt 
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auempt any invafion of Saxony. The rtndezM 
vous of the othefj which the king had refolved 
to head himfelf^ was in Sileiia. His majefty 
departed from Berlin, on the 4th of April, on 
his journey to Breflau, whence he repaired to 
Frankenftein; where, on the fame day, the 
troops of Sileiia arrived. Thefe troops formed 
a corps of thirty thoufand men, with whom it 
was neceflary to a6t on the defenfive, that the 
Pruffian, Pomeranian, and Brandenbourg regi- 
ments might have time to come up. With this 
intent an intrenched camp was prepared, in the 
county of Glatz, on the heights of Pifchkowitz, 
the left of which was flanked by the artillery of 
the fortrefs, and covered by the rivulet of the 
Steina, the waters of which, turned into a fluice, 
were employed for the purpofe of inundation. 

While thefe preparatory meafures were taking, 
a courier arrived from the emperor with letters 
for the king^ which contained vague common-- 
place aflurances of a deiire of maintaining peace, 
and of coming to a better underftanding. The 
monarch replied with all due politenefs, in* 
finuating that, if the emperor thought proper to 
l^it his picetenfions on Bavaria, peace was in 
his own power ; and that moderation would be 

• Copies of the letters will be found at the end of the 
Memoirs, 

more 
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more honourable to him than coiild the moft 
fplendid conquefts. The courier foon returned 
with another letter, in which the emperor at- 
tempted to juftify his claims. Thefe were re- 
futed by arguments drawn from feudal rights, 
family compafts, and the treaty of Weftphalia. 
A third courier fucceeded the former, and the 
©mperor, pretending to relax, propofed a nego- 
tiation, with which count Cobenzl, the Auftrian 
ambaffador at Berlin, was entrufted. 

The king comprehended that the emperor 
wiflied to gain time, that he might affemble all 
his troops in Bohemia, to fortify the pofts it 
was his intention to occupy, and to coUeft 
horfes for the artillery, baggage, and fubfiftence, 
of which his army was ftill in want. Yet, as*it 
was pnadent to difcover moderation in purfuing 
his purpofe, that he might not offend France 
and Ruffia, the king confented to the propofed 
negotiation, though it was eafy to fee what mull 
be the iffue. ?^The Auftrians retailed all their 
infignificant proofs, which were viftorioufly re- 
futed by the Pruffian minifters, though this did 
not occafion the court of Vienna to defift in the 
Icaft from its ufurpations. 

That an end might be put to fuch fruitlefi 
pleadings, ^n ultimatum was delivered in- 
forming the Auftrians that, if they did Xioi con- 

fent 
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fent to rcftorc the greatcft part of Bavaria to 
the eledtor palatine, the rcfufal would be uBr 
derftood as a declaration of war. 

This was what the emperor wiflied. He 
afpired at rendering himfclf independent of the 
cmprefs his mother, by the command of armies, 
and by the fplendpr he (hould acquire from fuc- 
cefs. But it has generally happened, 'as con- 
fequences have (hewn, that his calculations were 
inaccurate and deceitful. He was hated by the 
nobility, who accufed him df intending to lower 
their influence. 

By the 4th of May, the armies, as well that 
of Silefia as that of Saxony, were formed. The 
negodation of Berlin was broken ofT, on the 4th 
of July; and on the 6th, the troops began their 
march. The better to conceal what was intend- 
ed, the army of Silefia was cantoned in a kind 
of elbow, from Reichenbach and Frankenftein 
to Neifs. By this pofition it was impoffible for 
the enemy to divine whether the forces of the 
king (hould incline toward Moravia or into 
Bohemia. The Imperial army had a corps^ of 
thirty thoufand men in Moravia, commanded 
by the prince of Tefchen. This corps was in- 
trenched near Heydepiltfch, on the banks of 
the Mora, to cover Olmutz. 

The army of the emperor was behind the 

Elbe, 
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Elbe, in impenetrable fortifications, from Ko* 
nigfgrsetz, to the fmall town of Arnau. 

The corps of marihal Laudon, confiding of 
between forty and fifty thoufand men, garnifhed 
the pofts of Reichenberg, Gabel, and Schlu- 
kenau, toward Lufatia. The chief of his troops 
were between Leutmeritz, Lowofitz, Dux, and 
Toplitz. 

The plan of campaign which the king had 
formed was far different from that he was ob<* 
liged to put in pradice* He had propofed to 
carry the war into Moravia, to leave about 
twenty thoufand men to cover the county of 
Glatz, and the pafTes of Landfhut, to turn the 
poft of Heydepiltfch, which was practicable to 
come to adtion with the Auftrians, and, if he 
fliould be fuccefsful, to fend a detachment of 
twenty thoufand men, behind the Morava, im- 
mediately for Prefburg, by which he would 
gain the bridge over the Danube, at that place, 
and cut off all the fubfiftence which the Impe- 
rial army (hould draw out of Hungary. Hence 
making incurfions toward Vienna, that court 
would be obliged, for its own fafety, to fend a 
part of its troops on the other fide of the Danube 
to fecure the metropolis; by which means the 
armies of Bohemia being enfeebled, prince 
Henry would have enjoyed great advantage, 

and 
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and dl his operations would have been facili-^ 
uted. 

However advantageous this plan might be;, 
the king was obliged to defift from putting it in 
execution for the following reafbns. 

The Auftrians only left about ten thoufand 
men in Moravia; the remainder^ under the 
command of the prince of Tefchen, joined the 
emperor, near Jaromirs. The refolt of this 
was that, fliduld the king enter Moravia with 
fixty thoufand men, the whole army of the' em- 
peror, amounting to eighty thoufand, would 
have made a diverfion into Lower Silefia, againft 
which the troops that were meant to be left 
under general Wunfch would have been too 
inferior, in numbers, to offer oppofition. This 
would have obliged the king to forfake an offen- 
five war in Upper Silefia, that he might haften 
to the defence of the county of Glatz, or the 
hills of Land(hut. 

Again; the principal reafon which deter- 
mined the king to enter Bohemia was that the 
cleftor of Saxony feared left the Auftrians fliould 
invade his ftates, and take Drefden, before the 
Priiffians could arrive to his aid. If the em? 
peror had conceived this defign, it was requi- 
fite he ftiould be prevented from putting it into 
execution; otherwife the diftreffed eleftor of 

3 Saxgny 
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Saxony would have been in danger of being 
obliged to change fides, or at leaft, inftead of 
making Bohemia the theatre of war, it would 
by this wrong proceeding have been carried 
into Saxony. It was therefore requifite the 
king'fliould enter Bohemia with his principal 
forces, face the emperor, and prevent him from 
fending reinforcements to the corps under mar- 
(hal Laudon, who, without aid, was too feeble 
to oppofe the enterprifes of prince Henry. 
But it was alfo proper not to leave Upper Silefia 
without defence, and troops muft be fent to 
oppofe general Eilerichlhaufen, who held the 
camp of Heydepiltfch, behind the Mora. Stut- 
terheim and Werner were cntrufted with this 
command, and had under them a body of about 
ten thoufand men. 

The plan on Bohemia was thus put into exe* 
cution. The army of Silefia entered the county 
of Glatz; the van-guard occupied the impor- 
tant poft of the Rafchberg, whence it inclined 
toward Nachod, the remainder of the army fol- 
lowing the van*. On the 7th of July, the king 
reconnoitred, at the head of fifty fquadrons of 
dragoons and huflars. 

* The French reads—" le refte dc Parm6c fuirant rarri^re* 
garde." " The reft of the army following the rtar-guard.'* 
This evidently muft be a miftake. T. 

That 
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That a clear idea may be formed of the pofi* 
tion of the enemy, it (hould be known that the 
Auftrians had fufficiently fortified the town of 
Konigfgrsetz to enable it to fuftain a liege of 
fome weeks, at leaft; to which fortification the 
confluence of the Adler and the Elbe princi- 
pally contributed; for, by the aid of thefe 
waters, they had formed inundations that would 
be difficult to drain.. The town formed the 
fupport of the right of their camp. Beyond 
the Elbe, and near Konigfgraetz, a corps o£ 
grenadiers and fome horfe were encamped, in 
works which rather refembled a fortified town 
than field intrenchments. Another corps, of 
about thirty thoufand men, extended from Se* 
roonitz to Schurz, and were coyered by ditches, 
eight feet in depth, fixteen wide, well fraized, 
palifadoed, and, for ftill greater fecurity, fur- 
rounded by chevaux de frife, which conne<5te4 
the feparate works. Somewhat further rofe the 
height of Kukus, which, commanding the near 
Ihore of the Elbe, extends from hill to hill, by 
Konigflaal, toward Arnau; whence that chain of 
hills proceeds to Hohen^lbe, where it is joined 
by, and confounded with, the mountains that 
are called the Riefengeburge. All the paflages 
of the Elbe were defended by triple redoubts. 
The foe had conftrufted abatis, with trees, on 

the 
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the furtimits of thefe woody hills, behind which' 
forty battalions forming a referve were encamp- 
cd, whence quick fuccour might be fent to any 
part that the Pruffians might have the temerity 
tp attack; fuppofing it was poiTible that thefe 
numerous redoubts and works, in which fifteen 
hundred cannon ereAed into batteries were 
placed, (hould fuccefsfuUy be carried. To 
$11 thefe difficulties another, and a moft confi- 
derable one, muil be added, and which abib- 
lutely forbade any attempt to be made to pafs 
tht Elbe. This was that, from Jaromirs as far 
^ the mountains, the river on each fide is con- 
fined between rocks, that rife twelve, and more 
than twelve, feet in height, which prevent bridges 
being thrown over, or the river to be paffed, 
except in thofe places where bridges are already 
built; and the Auftrians had paid their princi- 
pal attention in fortifying all fuch paffcs, any 
approach to which a fuperabundance of works 
rendered imprafticablc. 

However awful the afped of this formidable 
camp might be, hopes were at firft entertained 
of gaining that by addrefs which could not be 
carried by force. It was intended to oppofe a 
corps of troops to that of the Auftrian army,, 
encamped between Jaromirs and Schurz, whicl^ 
fliould be capable of. infpiring it with refpeft. 

5 This 



This corps was deftined at the fame time td 
make falfe attacks, from one fide, on the village 
of Hermannitz, and from another, on Konigf- 
iaal; while the main army* (hould deal a march 
through the valley of Sylva, pafs the Elbe by 
night, at the village of Werdeck, and file off, 
on the road for Praufnitz, to gain the heights of 
Schwitfchin, the elevation of which, being the 
greateft, overlooked the whole country, and 
even the camp of the foe. Had it been poffible 
for the Pruflians to eftablifti themfclves here, 
they would have cut off the right wing of the 
Imperialifts from their left, and either have 
obliged them to give battle to difadvantage^ or 
ftill more ihamefuUy to have retreated. 

In confequence of this plan, the king eii** 
camped at Welfdorf, with no more than twenty 
five battalions and fixty fquadrons. It was this 
corps that was intended to maik the motions of 
the grand army, which was to continue in the 
poft of Nachod, whence it might manoeuvre 
with the greater facility, either to the right 
or principally to the left of the van-guard. As 
there was a neceffity exaftly to reconnoitre the 
pofition of the enemy, perfedly to underftand 
whether the plan of which we have fpoken was 
capable of being executed, or whether it ought 
to be rejefted; the reconnoitrings were difguifed 

under 
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Under various apparent pretences. At one time 
the alarm was given to Ibme quarter of the ene- 
my ; at another there were fkirmiftiings with the 
advanced polls 5 andftill more' often foraging 
parties were fent > under the Auftrian artillery. 

It was on thefe different occafions, which the 
inferior operations of War fupplied, that, by ap- 
proaching Konigffaal, and the village of Wer* 
deck, a ftrojig camp was difcovered, riear Prauf- 
nitZ| Gonfiftihg of nearly fcvcn battalions; and 
behind this poft, on the top of the hill of 
Schwitfchin, another corps of about four bat- 
talions. Thefe precautions of the enemy having 
thrown infurmountable obftacles in the way of 
thfe plan that had been formed, the king faw. 
himfelf obliged to renounce it, and have re* 
courfe to other expedients. The diftribution of 
the troops was good, a$ far as it related to the 
execution of the firft projeft ; but it might be- 
come the reverfe, (hould the king remain fatia- 
fied with oppoiing the whole force of the em- 
peror, by fo feeble a corps. 

This diftribution thereforie was chaiiged. 
Forty battaUons formed the camp of Welfdorf. 
J^ieutenant-general Bulow was plaGed,with fomc 
battaUons and thirty fquadrons, at Smirlitz; ge- 
neral Ealkenhayn, at the defile of Kow&lkowitz, 
which was in the rear of the army ; general 

vol*. iv» Q^ Wunfchj^ 
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Wunfch, with twenty battalions, at Nachod, ta 
co?verthe aitny convoys; and general Anhalt, 
with twelve battalions, and twenty fquadrons, 
wholly on the right of the army, at Pilnikau, 
oppofite Arnaii and Neufchlofs ; but his com- 
munication was afcertained with the royal army 
by the foreft of Sylva, in which the Pruffians 
had polls. 

Vl^hile thefe motions were made in Bohemia, 
and while the army of the emperor was fo 
occupied by its own fafety that the momentary 
fear of attack removed all thoughts of fending 
detachments to marflial Laudon, prince Henry 
gained Drefden without oppofition. He thence 
fent detachments forward into Bohemia, on the 
left fliore of the Elbe ; but, by a motion of 
fome ikill and difficulty, he turned off into 
Lufatia, leaving general Platen, at the head of 
:d>aat twenty choufand men, to cover Dreldcn, 
andi after being joined by eighteen thouTand 
SaxonSy the prince inclined into Bohemia, by 
different corps, which, turning and attaddng 
the detachments that the enemy bad placed at 
Schlukenau, Rumburg, and Gabel, difpofled 
them, iand took fifteen hundred men and fix 
cannon. 

This blow, whkh the Imperialifts were not 
prqflutd CO rcceiyc> deranged their whole de« 

fimtfive 
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fttArt plan. Marflial Laudon precipitately 
abandoned the pods of Aufllg and Dux, and 
what muft furpri(c us more, quitted the forti- 
fications of Leutmeritz^ with the magaLZinfc 
which was at that place. General Platen pro*- 
fited by the error with celerity, took Leuttne* 
ritz, advanced toward Budin, on the Egra^ and 
fent his van-guard forward, as far as Welwam,. 
which is only three miles from Prague. 
Alarm and confternation were fpread through 
that great city. The chief nobility, who were 
there affcmbled, fled; and the capital was for 
fome days like a place deferted* 

Marflial Laudon, having, as we hare related^ 
abandoned all the left fiiore of theElbe, did noc 
think himfelf in fafety till he came to Munchcn* 
graetz, beiidc Jung Bunzlau ; and, as the foe 
had every thing to fear for the army of the em- 
peror, marjfhal Laudon gamifhed the whole 
courfc of the Ifer, which runs cither between 
rocks or among marflics, with heavy detach- 
ments» In Upper Silefia, the Prui&ans had ibr« 
prifed, and almoft ruined, two regiments, of 
Imperial dragoonsj. in their caunp of Heyd^ 
piltfch. 

Under thefe circumftances it was> after war 
had been begun, after the Pruffians had g^«d 
ibme advantages, and while iour gnmd aoniea 
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were a(^ng againft each other in the kingdom 
of Bohemia, that a ftrangcr arrived at Welfdorf, 
who, announcing himfelf as fecrctary to prince 
Gallitzin, the Ruffian ambaflador at Vienna^ 
demanded to fpeak with the king. This felf- 
faid fecretary was the fieur Thugut, formerly 
ambaflador from the emperor at Conftantinople. 
He brought a letter to his majefty from the em- 
prefs queen, the fubftance of which we fliall 
fatisfy ourfehres with relating. 

T!ie emprefs teftified her chagrin at Ae quar- 
rels and troubles which had taken birth; the 
apprehenfious (he had for the perfon of the em- 
peror, and her defire of finding expedients by 
which tranquillity might be rcftored; fhe at 
the fame time intreated the king to explain 
himfelf on thcfe different fubjefts. The fieur 
Thugut, in addition, declared to his m^efly,, it 
would be eafy to come to a right underflanding, 
if the parties did hvi proceed with fincerity.. 
• The intention of thie Auftrians was to gaiia 
the king, by offers which fhouW be fo advan- 
tageous as to induce him to defift from lending 
his.fuppoFt to the elcdor palatine. To this 
effeft, Thugut ^ured him that the court of 
Vienna, fo far from oppofing his eventual fuo 
ceflion to the margraviats of Bareuth and Ali- 
fpach, oflfered its alTiftance to Pruffia for the 

.'^ barter 
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barter of thcfc mai^raviats, in lieu of fome pro- 
vinces bordering on Brandenbourg ; fuch as Lu- 
fatia or Mecklenburg, ftiould the king think it 
f:onformable to his interefts. 

His majefty replied that this court mingled 
and confounded things together which in them- 
felves had no connexion: that is to fay the 
legal and inconteftable fucceffion to thefe mar- 
graviats with the ufurpation of Bavaria, and 
the intereft of his kingdom with the intereft 
of the empire, the caufe of which he had em- 
braced; that, if conciliatory mcafures were 
wiihed, it was requifite the court of Vienna . 
Ihould defift from a part of Bavaria; and for 
fteps to be taken that, in future, no afts of dc* 
fpotifm fo violent (hould trouble the fecurity of 
the Germanic body, by (baking it to its veiy foun- 
dation; and that, with refpeft to the fucceffion 
of Bareuth and Anfpach, h^ was fo far from 
defiring to force any prince to barter his ftates, 
in lieu of thefe margraviats, that, if any fuch 
barter was to take place, it muft be with the 
free confent of the parties. The king added, 
thefe being only verbal remarks, he w^as defirous 
of affording the emprefs evident proofs qf his 
pacific difpofitioiis, and would make minutes of 
fome of the principal articles, wliich might ferve 
^ the bafis of the treaty it was propofcd to ^on-- 
(^ clud?, 
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chide. Thugut offered to aft as his nmjefty's 
fecretary; but the king^ who neither confided in 
his flyle nor his intentions, wrote the propofi- 
tions he fent himfelf. Certainly, by accepting 
thefe, the emprefs queen would have been the 
gainer. The court of Rui&a hitherto had not 
declared itfelf, and France advifed Auftria to 
peace; but her advice had little influence over 
the ardent mmd of the young emperor, and the 
imperious genius of prince Kaunitz. 

The following is an abftraft of this projeft. 
The emprefs queen (houM rcflore Bavaria to 
the elector palatine, Burghaufen, the Mines, 
and a part of the Upper Palatinate excepted ; 
the Danube fliould be free ; Ratifbon &ould 
no longer be blockaded by the poflcffion of 
Stadt-am*Hof; the fucceffion of this country 
fliould be afllired to the right heirs of Bavaria; 
the eleftor of Saxony (hould obtain from the 
palatine a fum of money, in lieu of the allo- 
dials; and the Imperial court (hould cede thofe 
claims which die pretended to make on all the 
fiefs fituated in Saxony; the duke of Mecklen- 
burg, by way of remuneration for his pretenfions 
on Bavaria, (hould have fome vacant fief in the 
empire; the Imperial court (hould no more dif- 
putc the fucceffion of the margraviats with the 
king of Pruffia; and France, RuiEa, aqd the 

Germanic 
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Germanic body, w^rc to guaranty the propofcd 
treaty. 

Thugut departed for Vienna with this me- 
morial, and returned loaded with a multitude 
of infidious propofitions, with which he had 
been (kored by prince Kaunitz. The king per- 
ceived, by the form which the negotiation afr 
fumed, that it was not of a complexion to fuc- 
cecd ^ neither was it for him to continue in trea- 
ty with the ficur Thugut. He therefore fent 
him to the convent of Braunau, to difplay his 
talents in the company of the king's minifters, 
count Finck, and the fieur Hertzberg; who fome 
days afterward difmifled him to Vienna, without 
having accompliflied his purpofe. 

All that had paffed, in the courfe of negotia^ 
tion, was communicated to the French and Ruf- 
fian minifters ; that, being convinced of the dif- 
interefted procedure of the king, they (hould 
not fuffer themfeives to be prejudiced by the 
felfe interpretations which might be fent them 
from the miniftry of Vienna. The emprefs 
queen was fincerely defirous of peace. She 
knew the ambition of the emperor, her fon, 
who was at the head of the troops ; and feared 
left this (hould occafion the lofe, or the en- 
feebling, of her own authority. But (he was 
ill feconded by her minifter prince Kaunitz, 
0^4 who. 
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who, from views common enough to courtiersji 
rather attached himfelf to the emperor, whofe 
youth opened a brighter profpeft to the family 
of this minifter, than to the advanced ajge of 
the emprefs queen. Such is the fate of human 
affairs, the greateft of which arc determined by 
petty felfiftmefs. 

The emperor, being informed of the negoti- 
ation of the fieur Thugut, was enraged at the 
intelligence. He wrote to his mother thg^t, if 
(he were determined to make peace, he would 
never return to Vienna, but would remain at 
Aix la-Chapelle, or in any other place, be it 
where it might, rather than again approach her 
peifon. The emprefs queen had fent for the 
grand duke of Tufcany, whom fhe immediately 
difpatched to the army, that he might appeafe 
the emperor his brother, and iafpire him wjch 
more pacific fentiments. The effeft of this in- 
terview was a quarrel between the brothers, who 
till then had lived on good terms. 

After having given an account of this n^go-^ 
tiation, ?ind of all that appertained to it, wq 
now mud continue our narrative of the mili^ 
tary operations of the four armies, which ob 
ferved each other in Bohemia. 

Thepofition of the Imperial army that op- 
poTed the king had been exaftly reconnoitred, 

from 



MEMOIRS OF THE BAVARIAN WAR. ^33 

from KonigfgrsBtz, as far as the town of Arnau. 
It remained to enquire if there were troops, ex- 
tending ftill further, toward Hohenelbe, and 
4h€-iigh mountains. General Anhalt, who, as 
we have^aid, was* detached on the right of the 
camp, to the villages of Pihiikau and Kottwitz, 
received orders to fend parties toward Lange- 
nau, and to ihcline thitherward himfelf, that he 
might make an exaft report of what he had 
difcovered. He firft perceived a fortified camp, 
behind Neufchlofs ; and further only found two 
battalions, encamped on the heights that over- 
look the town of Hohenelbe. This fa6t, being 
well proved, ferved as the bafis of the new pro- 
jeft, which the king formed, while expedi- 
tioufly inclining with the army on this fide. 
Here the pafl^age of the Elbe might be forced, 
which two battalions were incapable of defend- 
ing ; and, the enterprife being accompliflied, 
fucceft more fplendid might be hoped ; efpeci- 
ally ftiould prince Henry advance from Nimes 
on the Ifer. The two Pruflian armies, approach- 
ing each other, might take the army of the em- 
peror in flank and rear ; who, unable to keep his 
pofition, except by a battle, and being obliged 
to abandon his immenfe intrenchn>ents, could 
not gain any fecure poft, except behind the 
ponds of Gitfchin ; aqd eyen there his pofition 

might 
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might be turned^ which would have reduced 
him to take refuge at Pardubitz, where he 
would be covered by the ponds of Bphdanetz, 
and the courfe of the Elbe. 

However grand this projed might appear, 
it met with great impediments in the execution^ 
The Siil were the hollow ways and defiles, 
which mufl be pafled to arrive at the Elbe ; and 
the confufion to be dreaded of dragging a nu- 
merous artillery through thcfe roads* The fc- 
cond was tlie difficulty of fupplying the army 
with fubfiftence. Having pafled the £lbe> 
bread mvA have been carried five miles beyond 
the river ; and the want of horfes would have 
rendered a more diftant tranfport impoffible« 

Thefe various obftacles, prefenting themfelves 
CO the mind of the king, made him determine to 
proceed with all caution, and carefully to conceal 
a projed which however he did not abandon. 
For this purpofe he would not quit his camp at 
Wclfdorf till, by foraging, he had firft totally 
cleared the country which extends from the Elbe 
to the frontiers of Silefia ; and the more fo becaufe 
the Audrians had forced the Inhabitants to fly 
with all their cattle beyond the Elbe. By this the 
king, at leaft, would gain the advantage of pre- 
venting the Auftrians from keeping a confidc- 
4# rable 
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table corps on his frontien^ during the winter, 
Uid difturbing his troops in their quarters* 

As A>on as the forage was confumed^ the 
king marched with his anny, and afluoied the 
^amp of Burkerfdorfy near Sorr ; where thirty* 
three years before he had been vidoriourover '^ 
the fapie opponents. Not a man of the Au- 
ftrians left the camp to purfue his army. The 
emperor remained motionlefs in his pofition be* 
hind the Elbe^ without fo much as difputing the 
dreadful defile of Kowalkowitz with the rear* 
guard, which it was obliged to pafs. Gener^ 
Wunfch returned to his poll of the Rafchber^ 
behind Nachod. The prince of Pni0ia occu* 
pied the poft of Sorr^near that of Pilnikau, where 
the hereditary prince of Brunfwick commanded^ 
Some battalions were fent to Trautenau, Schaz- 
lar, and Landihut, for the fecuricy of the con^ 
voys, which from thence were nearer the army. 
All thefe motions having occaiioned no altera* 
tion in the pofition of the foe, the project which 
the king had formed was fuppofed poffible. For 
this purpofe the hereditary prince marched with 
his corps and occupied the height of the Drey- 
bseufer ; and the prince of Pruflia with his de- 
tachment entered the camp the hereditary prince 
had left at Pilnikau ; while the king took poft, 
with forty battalions, near the village ef Leo- 
pold: 
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pold : fo that the three corps, by thus coni'^ 
municating, might aid each other, fhould any 
one of them be attacked. It was time to ad- 
vance, the nearer to approach Hohenelbe ; and 
to this efFeft the hereditary prince marched on 
the hills which go from Schwarzthal to Lange- 
nau. The king joined him, by his right, and 
filled the ground that leads from Lauterwaffcr 
to a height on the left, which was in like 
manner occupied. The prince of Pruffia kept 
his polition at Pilnikau, whence he might make 
a falfe attack on the corps of the enemy at 
Neufchlofs, while the army (hould force the 
palikge of the Elbe. The prince, on various 
bccafions, diftinguiflied himfelf by his vigilance, 
and the excellent difpofition of his troops. The 
rcferve was Rationed at Wildfchutz, to fup- 
port the camp of the prince of Pruffia ; and 
tiie brigade of' Luck was deftined to garnilh 
the imprafticable defiles of HermannfeifFen, 
Mohren, and the Dreyhasufer. That brigade, 
which was ordered to condud the heavy ar- 
tillery and army howitzers, employed , three 
days in dragging them from Trautenau to 
Hermannfciffen, which are three miles diftant 
from each other. 

The artillery, which was large in the track, 

never could pafs the narrow roads that were dug 

• ^ 2 in 
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m the rock : it was impatiently waited for, but 
did not arrive. Time fo precious, loft in ufe* 

* lefs efforts, was fo favoui:able to the Auftrians 
that they were enabled to eftablilh their whole 
army, and their cannon, on the hills which lie 
beyond Hohenelbe ; and from that moment it 
>vas neceffary to renounce the attempt, which, 
though admiffible againft a feeble corps, would, 
have been temerity had it b^en hazarded in 
prefence of a numerous army, that was ftationcd 
in a poft almoft impregnable.- To force thefe 
troops howitzers were reqyifite, the fole artillery 
that can be employed againft an enemy feated 
on hills, and howitzers were not there. The 
Elbe muft likewife have been pafTcd, over 

; bridges, and the men muft have filed off in the 
face of a grand front, by which they muft have 
been deftroyed before they could have formed; 
nay the corps of Zilkowitz muft have been dif- 
lodged from the hills of the Riefengeburge, 
whence it would have fallen on the flank of 
the aflailants, if it had not previoufly been 
driven from its ftation, which was on the hill 
called Wilfchtlia; To that this became a preli* 
mii>ary ftep. It was further neceflkry that 
prince Henry ftiould co-operate in the enter- 
prife. 
Had not all thefe impediments arifen, it was, 

as 



as I have laid, intended to have driven iXf* 
kowitz from his poft;, to have afterward ercded 
batteries of forty-five heavy howitzers, behind ' 
Hohendbe> with which to bombard that part 
of the foe that would have been oppolite the 
right of the Pruffians; to have pafled the Elbe 
at a ford that had been difcovered near a mo^ 
naftery ; and, after having diflodged the enemy 
from this pofition, to have encamped, between 
Branna and Scarkenbach, on the flank of the 
troops that were ftationed near Neufchlofs, where 
the Auftrians might have affembled with promp- 
titude, to attack the Pruffians in a good poll 
(which required time) othcrwife they muft have 
been obliged to abandon the whole courfc of 
the Elbe, to the vidtorious Pruffians. 

The various reafons we have alleged having 
made it neceffary to renounce this bold projeft, 
nothing remained to be done except to eat up 
the forage of this uninhabited country, and to 
reduce it to a kind of defert, to fecure tranquil- 
lity for winter quarters, which could only be 
taken in Silcfia. The foraging parties con- 
tinued as \afual to proceed to the banks (^ the 
Elbe, and under the cannon of the enemy, with- 
out the lead indication of vigour being (hewn 
by the emperor or bis troops, or without a man 

sunong 
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among them venturing to pafs the river, to de- 
fend the forage, which in their prefence was 
taken from the wretched hufbandman. Although 
the country was fruitful, the great mimbcr of 
troops that were to be maintained prefently cat 
up the produ6tions df the earth. 

Prince Henry informed the king he was in 
want of forage, and that he had not more than 
fufiicient at the utmoil to maintain him till the 
middle of September. The two armiies there- 
fore decamped nearly at the fame time. The 
king quitted the pofition of Langenau, and Lau- 
terwaffer, on the 14th of September, and prince 
Henry his camp of Nimcs, two days afterward. 
The prince paffed the Elbe at Leutmeritz, and 
the prince of Bcrnburg, who had the Saxons 
under his command, retired toward Zittau, and 
polled his troops on. the Eckartlbcrg, There 
were fome fkirmiibes with the rear-guard of 
prince Henry, in which the huflars of Ufedom 
found opportunity to acquire applaufe. The 
reader will eafily pardon our omitting to relate 
thofe minute and circumflantial details which 
have little influence over great events. 

The king, in order, to facilitate his retreat, 
had taken the precaution to fend forward his 
artiUery, and howitzers, from Hermannfeiffen 
to Wildfchutz. His meafures were fo well 

adapted 
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adapted that the enemy ineffcdtually attempted 
to injure the hereditary prince, near Schwarz-^ 
thai, and peaceably fufFered him to reaffumc his 
former camp of the Dreyhaeufer. About twenty 
pieces of artillery, appertaining to the column 
under the king's command, were entangled in 
the rutts of the defiles of Leopold. The acci- 
dent was a momentary impediment to the march 
of the army. The heights were immediately 
garniQied by the troops that were at the head 
of the column, and fome detachmerits of pan- 
dours and huflars, that had been fent from 
Neufchlofs, through Arenfdorf, with an inten- 
tion to harafs the royal rear-guard, were eafily 
repulfed. The artillery was dragged by ftrengtt 
of arm to the fummit of the heights, and a few 
cannon (hot difperfed the foe, after which the 
army entered the camp of Wildfchutz. The 
referve as we have faid occupied the heights, 
and the prince of Pruffia was on the left; fo 
that from the Dreyhseufer, as far as PilnikaU 
and Kottwitz, the troops formed an alnloft con-* 
tiguous line. 

AH the various motions of the Pruffians pro-* 
duced no efFedt on the Imperial army; it re- 
mained lifelefs behind the Elbe. Therefore^ 
after having exhaufted the whole forage of the 
vicinity, the king retreated for Trautpnau. The 

march 
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inarch was made in three columns^ neither of 
which was haraffed, except that under the here- 
ditary princ<i> who facing about attacked thd 
enemy in turn. Fearing a ferious engagemen€> 
the Auftrian troops retreated^ after having loft 
iUx)ut a hisndred dead, and fome few prifonens. 
iThe Pruflians entered their camp; the corps of 
the hereditary prince was (lattoned to the rights 
on the heights of Freyheit^ and the corps of the 
prince of Pruffia to the left^ on the Utde hills 
of the chapcA «f Trautenau. Wurmfer^ who had 
a poffs of light troops under him^ with which 
he held Praufnits:^ ieveral tinies attempted to 
attack the poft of the prince of Pruflia^ and was 
As often fepulfed. This was occaGoned by the 
^ood military difpofition^ and ^ivity of the 
rprinCe^ a condud which would have been ho«- 
nour^ble to any genera^ &s it was to the prince. 
The Pruflians coukl attempt nothing againfl 
the Imperialifts, but were reduced to the necef- 
lity of confuming the fubfiftence of the countries 
into which they could gain entrance^ and when 
diis fubfiftence was confumed to decamp. Every 
l^recatition and all poffible prudence were en> 
ployed to fecure their next manoeuvre. The 
heights which lie on the rear of Uppau were 
•garniflied with infantry and artillery, the ad- 
vanced pofts fell back toward the anny> andxthe 
VOL. IV. . R ' retreat 



rctfcat was performed with fo much order that 
the enemy could make no affauk on the rear- 
guard. If we except an infignificant Ikirmilh 
with the pandours, nothing molefted the men in 
their march, which was continued as far as 
Trautenbach, where tliey remained a few days. 

The army retreated hence toward Schazlar, 
which poll covers all Lx)wer Silefia. Wurmfer 
had made preparations on this day to en^ge 
with the rear-guard. His hafte was fo great 
that he did not wait till the Praffians were on 
the march before he made hk affault, and at- 
tacked one of their pofts on the Iqft. The bri- 
gade of Keller, which occupied a height on that 
extremity, valiantly defended itfelf, and re- 
pulfed the foe, who fufFered a lofs of four hun- 
dred men. This affair over, the troops repaired 
to their place of dcftinatioit. 

The hereditary prince departed from Schaz- 
lar with tea battalions, and at Munfterberg was 
joined by thirty fquadrons of the king's army, 
with which he began his march for Upper Si- 
lefia, where he took the command of the various 
corps that were diftribiited through that pro^ 
vince. He arrived at Troppau toward the end 
of September* The reinforcement he condiii^- 
cd into Upper Silefia was intended to counter- 
balance a detachment of nearly the fame force^ 

2 tliat 
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that had been fent by the cthperor to M. von 
£]ltrichihaufen^ who would thus have acquired 
a too confiderable fuperiority over general Stut- 
terheim, if fuch timely precautions had not been 
taken. 

The campaign had been very fpcedily termi^ 
nated; it was now the end of September, but 
the feafon for military operations was not yet 
over; there was reafon to fufpedt the enemy 
would not remain fatisfied, but thatj after hav^ 
ing during the whole campaign been as cau**- 
tioufly obfervant of the defenfivc as we have 
related^ he was ftill projefting fome defign^ and 
perhaps meditated a winter campaign. 

There were two principal objeds which might 
tempt an irruption on the part of the Auftrians: 
the one was to make a powerful attack on thd 
corps of the hereditary prince, and the other t<J 
force the pafTes of Lufatia. A youthful and 
ambitious emperor, at the head of his troops^ 
who ardently defircd to fignalize himfelf by fome 
famous deed, gave an air of probability to th^ 
projefts it was fuppofed he might have con- 
ceived, and which certainly deferved to be feri-^ 
oully examined. The attempts which the enemy 
might meditate on Upper Silefia appeared to 
b^ the eifieft of execution. The Auftrians had 
large magazines at Olmutz, with every thing 
R ? which 
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which was ncccffary for the tranfport T)f ,fu6'- 
fiftencc; and, were the Pruffians driven from 
Troppau, they would be obligicd to abandon 
the Oppa, and to retreat toward Cofel and 
Neifs. 

Greater difficulties attehddd the penetrating 
into Lufatia. The prince of Bcrnburg here 
commanded a corps of twenty thoufand men. 
The Imperialifts had no magazines in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lufatia. Siibfiftence was fcarcc, 
toward Schlukenau, Gabel, Rumburg, and 
•Friedland; fo that they wo\ild find a difficulty 
in cpliedting fufficicnt for any confiderable body 
of (roops. Yet, as all the carriages of Bohc- 
jriia were at their command, it was poffible, 
with time and at a great expence, for thehi ti^ 
form m^azines in thefe parts, and to make 
preparations for fuch an enterprife, difficult 
though it was, relative to the poft of the 
^Eckartfberg. 

The m6re dbfcure the intentions of the foe 
might be, the more was it rcquifite to be pre- 
pared for all accidents. To this intent M. de 
Bofle was detached, with ten fquadrons and five 
battaiion^, arid ordered to Lowenberg and Grei- 
fenbcrg, there to obferve general Alton, who 
occupied Friedland and Gabcl; and, fliould 
that general make any attack upon the prince 
3 of 
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of Bernburg, to come upon the rear of the 
enemy; ftill being careful to conceit all opera- 
tions with the prince. Prince Henry likewife, 
who encamped at NoUendorf, fen|: a detachment 
under general MoUen^orf to Bautzen, to join 
the prince of Bernburg, (hould the Auftrians 
make any efforts on that (ide; and did it hap- 
pen that this expedition (hould become more 
ferious, and that a part of the enemy's army 
ihould attempt to penetrate into Lufatia, M61- 
lendorf was to march to Lauban, with twei^ty 
battalion^ and thirty fqu^drons^ that be might 
f:ut the aifailants off" from their provifions. When 
general Mollendorf quitted Bohemia, qn his" 
march to Bautzen, he was attacked by the Au^ 
ftrians, who w^e repulfed with confiderab^c 
Jofs. Major Anhalt, who ferved under general 
Mollendorf, highly di£tin^ui(hed himfelf ia this 
trifling a&ion* 

So long as the determinations of the enemy 
remained uncertain, the king continued at 
gchazlar ; but as foon as it was perceivc4 new 
preparations were made, on the frontiers q( Lu^^ 
fatia, to amafs m^g^zines, apd (hat the corps 
of the Auftrians on th^t frowier was even infe^ 
rior to that of the PrulTi^ps, jt appeared very 
probable tranquillity would be preferyed on th^t 
fide during the winter. Jhe Ki^g therefore 
R 3 W4S 
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was at liberty to turn his whole attention toward 
Upper Silefia^ efpecially becaufe the cold be- 
gan to be fenfibly felt on the mountains of Bo- 
4iemia: there were nightly frofts, and the Au- 
(Irians had no army in the vicinity. 

Thcfc different confiderations appeared fuf- 
ficient to induce him to raife his camp, and to 
fend the troops defkined to defend the frontiers 
into cantonn^entsij between Landfliut, GriiTaUy 
Hirfchbcrg, Schmiedeberg, and Friedland. The 
troops confifted of twenty battalions and thirty 
fquadrons, of whom general Ramin had . the 
command. The poiition was the fame with 
that which the king had occupied in the year 
1759. Sixteen other battalions and fifteen 
fquadrons departed on their march for Upper 
Silefia, and were joined by the king at Neift; 
and, with his majefty at their head, they con- 
tinued their march to Neuftadt. The follow- 
ing were the reafons of this motion, 

It had continually been the intention of the 
king to make Moravia the feat of war. The 
hereditary prince occupied Troppau, and the 
enemy held Jsegerndprf, whence they might cut 
him off from Neifs and Cofel. It was there- 
fore requifite for the Pruflians to occupy Jae- 
gerndorf, in order by that pofition to fecure the 
chi^a of winter quarters behind tht Oppa. It 

was 
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was further neccfTary to take fafe poft$ in Up- 
per Sileiia^ that they mighc be ready, at the 
approach of fpring^ to make the greateft efforu 
in Moravia. 

The troops of the king drove the Auftrians 
from Jagemdorf without difficulty, and were 
immediately employed in fortifying the town^ 
the hill, the chapel, and the Tillages that were 
moft expofed co infult frpm the enemy. This 
conduft was imitated by the hereditary prince 
at Troppau; and the two towns by the forti- 
fications that werp added became places of 
ftrength, and free from danger, the works being 
in good condition. Toward the middle of No« 
vember the king repaired to Bre^au; as well 
(o make arrangeipents for the enfuing campaign 
as to pay attention to the negotiationSi which 
began to aflume rather an interefting afpeft. 

Defirous of not interrapting the recital of a 
campaign which wa^ barren of great events, we 
now think it neceflary to retura to the progrefs 
of politics* 

The court of Petci-fhurg was th^t which moft 
interefted the king, becaufe it was thenc^ gnly 
that he had any res^fon to expeft efTed^l fuq* 
cour. The emprf fs of Hviffia had eqgag^ to 
aid the king, as foon as her difpu(es with 
th? Ottoman Porte (hould be brought to a 
K 4 ?^«" 



coDclufion. The king^ defiroos of enabling 
the emprefs to fulfil her promirp^ h^d, in cojDb 
fequence of the good hvmony which was ac- 
compliQied between France and Pruffia, ad- 
drefled himfelf to ^he miniftry of Yeriailks, diat 
France might a£t as aiedia(ri:K: between the 
Turks and Ruffians; and thi^ mediation had 
been fo fuccefsfui that tlie Porte can^c to at^ ac-s 
commodacion with the Ruffians, by refloringj 
the (hips of the latter which had been taken at 
thepardanelles^ and acknowledging the khan of 
the Tartars who was under th^ prqte^ic^ of 
Catharine. 

Scarcely had this intelligence reached Fetcrfi- 
burg before the ^mprefs, no longer difturbed 
concerning the tranquillity of her ftates^ aad 
Mattered by the ambition of taking a direfb part 
in the affairs of Germany, openly declared iq 
favour of Pruffia, Her ambaffadors, as well at 
Vienna as at Ratifbonj, g^ye it to be undcrftood 
in fubflance — 

That the emprefs Catharine intrea^ed the 
emprefs queen weuld afford entire £itisfadion 
to the princes of the empire, with refpeft to 
their grievanees; and efpecially thofe juft caufes 
of complaint to which the ufurpation of Bavaria 
gave birth ; and that, fhould fhe refufe, the em- 
prefs erf Rulfia would be under the neceffity of 

fiilfiUing 
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jTulfiUing tb^ engagements (he had entered into 
wi(h his Prviffian majefty, by fending a body of 
auxiliary troops^ according to ftipqlmon^ and 
the tenor of treaties^ 

The declfiration was a thunder-bolt to the 
court of Vienna. An event fo unexpefted 
troubled aad. endangered her fafety. Prince 
Kaunitz was embarrafledi nothing of this hav^ 
ing been forefeen. Jofeph II. who artlently de^^ 
fired the continuation of war^ took advan^ge of 
the ai^xiety and pacplexity of the emprefs his 
mother, and induced her to fign an order for 
the augmentation of the aroiyy by raifing eighty 
thoufand recruits. He declared, every effort 
muft.be made, and every refource exhaufted, 
to rend^ the houfe of Auftria, at a moment fo 
dectfive, more than ever formidable. He ima* 
gined that, the expence having been once in* 
furred, nothing could impede the continuance 
0f war. But the fentiments of the emprefs were 
much the reverie. She fighed to fee an end of 
thefe troubles. She placed all her hopes in thd 
piediation of France, which (he had requefted. 
Her people, who were loaded with taxes, were 
unable to fupply the immenfc fums which th<i 
expenditure of war exafted; neither were the 
hopes of the court anfwered by foreign loans, 
^oney indeed was fo much wanted that the 

fpldiers 
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foldicrs were often without pay^ ahd in need of 
daily fubfiftcncc; and the beft informed people 
with grief forefaw a general overthrow of the 
monarchy^ if not timely prevented by acceding 
with a good grace to propofiuons of a reafona- 
t>le peace. 

The emprefs^ as we have (aid already^ had 
Solicited the mediation of France. She had 
even implored the good offices of Ruffia; and, 
by a very fingular accident^ the difpatches of 
Vienna and the declaration from Peterfburg, 
having been fent off about the fame time, ar-> 
rived nearly on the fame day at their places of 
deilination* The incident was advantageous 
to the king; fince, had the requeft of the Au-. 
ftrians arrived at Peterfburg before the depar^ 
ture of the declaration, it was to be prefumed^ 
the emprefs of Ruffia would have fuppreflcd th^ 
latter. 

The king had been informed of all that had 
paired by his emifiaries, and wifhed for nothing 
more than an accommodation with the court of 
Vienna, provided the conftitutions of the empire 
were preferved without infringement, that the 
interefts of the-eleftor of Saxony and thofo of 
the duke de Deuxponts were not negle6ked, 
and that he himfelf (hould have no future dif- 
putcs relative to the fucceffion of th& margra- 

viats, 
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iriats, his claims on which were incontellable. 
Far from oppofing the mediation of France, the 
monarch confidered the court of VerlaiUes as 
the guarantee of the peace of Weftphalia, and as 
being equally interefted with Pruffia herfelf in 
not permitting the emperor, by his ufurpation 
of Bavaria, to prepare a road for himfelf either 
to fall on the king of Sardinia in Italy, an event 
which was much feared at Turin, or to pene- 
trates with greater facility into Alfatia and Ijor- 
rain. The elector of Saxony was the coufin of 
Louis XVI. and the duke de Deuxponts wibs 
vnder his proteftion. 

It would neverthelefs have been a want of 
prudence wholly to have confided the interefts 
of Pruffia and Gern^ny to a muiiftry void of 
energy, and which having no pofitivc will might 
be (haken by the machinations of the court of 
Vienna. That M. de Maurepas might be pre* 
poffeffcd againft any propofition coming from 
Auftria, which fliould direftly oppofe the paci- 
fication of Germany, the king fent him a me- 
morial which contained a fummary of the mo- 
tives that rendered fuch and fuch conditions of 
peace acceptabfe, and others on the contrary 
inadmiffible, with an abflxaft of the principal 
and indifpenfable articles for a general peace. 
The effeft the memorial produced was fo ad- 
vantageous 
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vanugeous that France admitted iti as the bafi$ 
of that negotiation of which ihe had takep 
charge, at Vienna. M. de Breteuil, (he French 
ambafTador at that court, met with never- ceafing 
difficulties, to each propofition he prefented, oq 
the part oif the emperor ; but this did not pre- 
vent the e^nprefs queen from agreeing to thp 
projed of pacification^ according to the te^ns 
delivered i4 by France. 

In the interim prince Repnjix arrived at Brefr 
lau from the emprefs of Ruifi^, where he rather 
appeared as a plenipotentiary ambafiador, whp 
was fent by his court to dictate law to Germanyj^ 
than as a general who was to head am auxiliary 
corps, marchjng tp the aid of the Pri^ffian ^myf 
The king had propofbd, at the court of Peferf- 
burg, that the corps of Ruffians fhquld aS: iii 
the following fpring againft J^udomeria an4 
Gallicia, in which provinces there were but 
few troops, and fhould penetrate into Hungary, 
where the approach of the Ruffians would oc- 
oafion a revolt among all the members of the 
Greek church, who were fcaftered through 
Croatia, Hungary, the Bannat of Temcfwar, and 
Tranfylvania. The king even offered to add 
a corps of his. own troops, and to abandon all 
the wealth of thefe provinces to the Ruffians; 
but the project was rejefted. The corps which I 

Ruffia ^ 
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Huffia was to ftirnKh according to treaty con« 
lifted of fixteeft thoufand men; bet a price fo 
enormous was annexed to this aid that the fer* 
vices which might be expefted never could be 
eqiinvalent to the cof):. The king could not 
have expended lefs than two millions annually^ 
befide aftibfidy of five hundred thoufand crowns, 
paid for a war which RuiSa no longer carried 
on agaihft the Turks. 

The baron de Breteuil, ambaflador from 
France at the Imperial court, flattered himfelf 
he Ihould beccmie the pacificator of Germany. 
He delighted in imagining that, by following 
the footfteps of Claude d'Avaux, plenipoten- 
tiary at the peace of Weftphalia, he Ihould pre- 
pare faimfelf a path to acquhie the higheft dig- 
nities in his country, and efpecially to become 
minifter for foreign affairs; confequently, he 
exerted himfelf to the utmbft, and laboured 
with fo much perfeverance that, toward the end 
of January, he fent the plan of general pacifi- 
cation to prince Repnin, at Breflau^ fuch as it 
had been conceived by the king, and approved 
of by the emprefs queen. The conditions were 
what we have before defcribed. 

The projeft of peace was communicated to 
the allies of Pruffia, againft which the Saxons 
began to exclaim. They (tated their demands on 

the 
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the allodial domains of Bavaria at the (urn of 
forty millions of florins, and they with great 
afflidion faw that it would be much fliould they 
obtain fix. They further demanded the em« 
peror (hould renounce all feudal rights, which 
he pretended to poffefs as king of Bohemia, on 
Saxony and Lufatia; and they had efpecially 
flattered themfelves they fliould gain fome com* 
penfation in lands, by which theii" frontiers 
fliould be rounded. 

The duke de Deuxponts likewife obflinately 
periifted in maintaining that Bavaria ought not 
to be difmembered in any manner. He offered 
to cede a part of the Upper Palatinate, that he 
might preferve the circle of Burghaufen. Add 
to which, he confented with extreme repug- 
nance to fuch indemnifications as the eledor of 
Saxony laid claim. 

Defirous of fatisfying his allies, the king 
made a new effort, principally relative to Ba- 
varia and the circle of Burghaufen, that he 
might, if poflTible, obtain conditions more fa* 
vourable on this head from the court of Vienna. 
But, far from acquiefcence, prince Kaunitz, 
angered by the new demands of Pruffia, proudly 
replied that the plan of pacification, as commu- 
nicated by the ambalTador of Frapce to prince 
{lepnin, was the ultimatum of the court of 

Vienna, 
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Vienna, and that the emprefs queen was rcfolvcd 
to facrifice the latt man of her army, rather 
than comply with new conditions, fo humiliat- 
ing, and fo contrary to her dignity, as thofc 
were which had been laft prefented. Nothing 
could be more natural than to require the en- 
tire rcftitution of an invaded and ufurped pro- 
vince; but France and Ruflia would hear only 
of peace; the firft that flie might freq herfelf 
from all felicitation on the part of the emperor, 
who demanded her aid; and the fecond that 
(he might not be obliged to fend her troops to 
the Pruflians, Their aftions correfponded with 
their views, and the Pruffian minifters were 
prcffed not to raife any new obftacles to a gene- 
ral peace. 

Reftrained as he was by mediating powers, 
whofe remonftratices' merited the utmoft refpeft, 
the king was not at liberty to aid his allies with 
all the zeal he felt in their behalf. He could 
not at once pertinacioufly refift Auftria, France, 
and Ruffia. He was however defirous of con- 
certing fuch meafures as ftiU remained to be 
taken with the latter, which poftponed the 
afle'mbling of the congrefs for a month, becaufe 
this fpace of time was necelfary to receive an 
anfvver from Peterlburg. 

We (hall employ the momentary delay, they 

occaiioned, 
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xxxafionedy in prefenting to the reader on ikb^ 
4lad of the military operationsy which werb 
jpei^med by the troops during winter* It will 
be recoUe&ed that we left the hereditary prince 
in Upper Silefia^ occupied io maintaining hift 
pofition from Troppau to Ja&gerndorf^ and in 
obliging the enemy to xetreat, fometimes to« 
ward Grsetz, fometimes inclining to Mashrifch-^ 
Oftrauy and^t others to Lichten. The AuftrianSf 
on their part^ thought it humiliating to fufief 
<he Pruffians peaceably to remain mailers of a 
part of their territories; they were defirous of 
making attempts to diflodge them^ but forefaw 
that, widiout rtuning and totally burning the 
towns of Troppau and J«gemdorf, they could 
not be recovered. The method appeared too 
rigorous to the emprefs queen; and the Au- 
ftrian generals imagined that^ by cutting off 
the army of the hereditary prince from Ncifs^ 
whence they falfely fuppofed he drew his fub- 
fiftence, they ihould oblige him to evacuate all 
Upper Silefia.; 

With the intent of executing this projed, 
general Ellerichfliaufen, aided by a reinforce^^ 
ment of ten thoufand men that had been fent 
him from Bohemia, fixed his quarters at £n- 
gel(berg) a fmall town, fituated in the defiles of 
the mountains, one <>f which led to Branna^ 

near 
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hear Jxgemdoif^ another ended at Hofj and a 
third, paffing by Zuckmantel and Ziegenhals, 
opened ontheplain which eictended from Weide* 
nao to Patfchkau, Neifs, and Neuftadt. His 
corps, confining of about fifteen thouland meia^ 
thus advantageoufly ftationed, gave various 
darms to the Pruffian quarters: it fometinies 
foraged near Neifs, but was continually itf« 
pulfed j and fometimes it difturbed the environs 
of Jsgemdoif", whence it was driven back by> 
general Stutterheim, who commanded dieie, 
after proper chaftifcment. 

Wearied at length by being fo often fruit- 
lefsly difturbed, and at the fatigue his troops 
endured, the hereditary prince of Brunfwick 
determined to return the alarm. He called in 
his men, and with three feparate c6rps fell oh 
the polls of Branna, Lichten, and the Engelf- 
berg. The Imperialifts took to flight the mo^ 
ment thePruflians appeared. They loft four 
field pieces and fifty prifoners; and their terror 
was fo great that they removed to a dMance 
from the Pruflian cantonments, and die troopl* 
of Troppau and Jaegemdorf were allowed t^ 
remain in tranquillity. 

General EUerichfliaufen th^ turned his wiiol# 
attention toward Zuckmant(ftl and Ziegenhals, 
whence he daily made ificurliOfiS iftfk) the 6pea 

vtfi. IV. S coMACryt 
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country. The FrufSan troope of Neuftadt and 
Neij[s continually oppofed the depredations the 
enemy attempted to commit» which occaiioned 
various ikinnithes, where the infantry and ca- 
valry of the king equally diftinguifhed them- 
felvjts. But this kind of partifan war does not 
appertain to the plan of the memoirs which it 
has been our intention to write. 

Still it was neceflary to check the temerity of 
ibch like enterprifes. The troops were in want 
of repofc, during winter, and there was fufE- 
cicnt time to fight, in the proper feafon for mi- 
litary operations. To produce this effedt, and 
effectually to remove the evil, it was deter- 
mined, if prafticable, to diflodge the Auftrians 
from their poft at Zuckmantel. Wunfch, who 
at this utrx was in the county of Glatz, with 
ten battalionis, where he had hitherto remained 
ij^adive, believed he might leave his poft for 
a (hort time without any great hazard. He 
left die prince of Phillippfthal with two feeble 
battalions at Habelfchwerdt, and, marching to 
JSiegenhals, drove away the Auftrians, and pur- 
Cued .tli^m into . the defiles which are formed 
by the mountains, as far as Zuckmantel. But 
(bis ppft vvas no; to be maintained by the Pruf- 
fians, bccaufe of the heights which overlooked 
it, and.the .prr^Qftutions which the Auftrians had 
. ; v^.* c 3 taken 
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taken to fupply thefe heights with artillery^ and 
even intrench them with very confiderable^ 
works, from which it was impoffiblc they (hould 
be expelled. It was equally impoffible to turn 
^heoi; for the men were unable to climb the 
hilk^ which were too high, too fleep^ and too 
rugged to afcend. 

Convinced that nothing could be undertaken 
on this fide againfl the enemy, and that any 
longer ftay would but be lofs of time, Wunfch 
began his march to return to his former poft 
near Glatz. As he paiTed Landeck, he heard 
a warm cannonade on the fide of Habelfchwerdt, 
toward which place he immediately turned, but 
had not proceeded far before he met two hun- 
dred and fifty foldiers of the regiment of Luck, 
who had opened themfelves a pafiikge, and who 
informed him that the prince of Phillippfthal, 
and the remainder of the regiment, had fufiered 
themfelves to be furprifed by the Auftrians. 
. Prefently afterward Wunfch heard another can- 
nonade. The enemy had attacked a kind of 
palanqne, or redoubt, in whi<^h the Pruflian 
general had left a hundred men for its defence. 
The Au(b:ian howitzers had fet fire to it, and 
captain Capeller, who fignalized himfelf by his 
brave refiftance, was obliged to furrender before 
, any fuqqoijr came up, for which reafon Wunfch 
S 2 threw 
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threw faimfidf widi his whole corps intodKftr^ 
trefsofGiatz. 

The ittperial general Wiamfer^ not hwiag 
ncetved lay informtion that fuch a redoobt 
cjcifted^ had iatended immediotdy to mardi to 
GhKCf and take die town bj ibrprife; but fuch 
a proje& was by no means capable of iiei&g fx* 
caued. The wodos of that fortnefs are too 
ibong to be inftiked otherwiie than by a formal 
fiege. Sdli howerer Wum^er had the adi?«ii- 
tage of fieizing oo feme diftrifts m the county> 
and he prefiimed fhat^ in order to diflodge tSttk 
from the Pruffian domains, the king would djtaw 
troops oat 6f Upper Silefia to be employed 
againft him, ud that thus, the line of the here- 
ditary prince between Troppau and Jsgemdorf 
being enfi^bkd, EUerichfiiffufen would have the 
advantage, and might find means to make feme 
fuccefftful aflatilts on the Pruffians, and to dear 
the banks of the Oppa of troops which gave fo 
much oSence to die Imperialifts; but the refult 
• was very diSbrent to what the Auftrian generals 
had imagined and hoped* 

The king put himfelf at the head of focoe 
tMrttalions of his referve, that had wintered at 
Breilau, to which he added the body-guard, the 
gendarmes, ^nd the regiment of AnHalt; and 
with thefe troops he jfmtfched to Retch<»ibach; 

while 
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wittia lUtrnii feiK fi>ur battalions, to geneoL 
AsAtAu wh» already had* £dur under his cooir 
mand. This wholft corps occuj^' Fricdlaad 
ami the intneecbments: which had there been 
thmwn up^ 

To drive thetsm^ frocn Wailenburg^ gentrai 
Leftwitz indioed coward Schaifeneck, and ge^ 
neral Anhak^ torBraunau. The Imperialifts took 
to flight on all: iides; it was with difficult]^ thac. 
Anbalt captured about f^y pandours. 

While di^ie forces wae advancing the king^^ 
csccupied Stlberberg, that he might be ready to« 
fend fuccooc wherever it &ould be necefiky;. 
and the manetuvre made^ fuch an impreflion onr 
the Auftrims that they evacuated the town of 
Habdfchwerdt^ apd efcaped inta Bohemia, 
Swry precautkm bad been taken:. Had the 
Imperialifb been left tranquil in Bqhemi^ on 
die frontiers of Saxony^ their troops would have; 
fwarmed on.the Silefian borders^ zpd general 
Wurmfer wcmld have^^ been very confiderabl]; 
reinfbroedw Thefefore, that the attention, of 
the enemy might be divided^ and that he ipight 
rather be induced to provide for his own fecu- 
rity than to difturb Silefia, general MoUendorf 
aStwijkd fome mm, departied from Saxopy, 
marched^ to> Bf^ and wkh his cavalry van« 
quiihed: the corps that oppofed him, and tool; 
S 3 three 
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three field pieces, three hundred and fifty pri«» " 
ibnersy and the magazine which the Auflrians 
had in the fmall town of Brix. 

It happened by night that a fubaltem of the 
regiment of Wunfch defcrted; and, to revenge? 
hfmfelf on his major, he immediately condufted 
fome Auftrian huljars to the village he had left,! 
from which he carried off this major, and five 
pair of colours : fo true is it that an officer never 
can be too much on his guard to avoid being 
furprifcd. A fimilar incident had happened 
fome months before, in Silefip., to the regiment 
of Thadden, cantoned in the viilage of Dieterf- 
bach, near Schmiedeberg, The huffars made 
a jfalfe attack on a poft of the regiment, while 
another party, penetrating through a garden 
and a barn, into the houfe of the comn^anding 
officer, carried off three pair of colours, haying 
been repulfed before they could feize on the 
others. Such anecdotes are not to the honour 
of the PrufiSan fervice; but, among the great 
number o^ officers of whom the army is com-i 
pofed, they cannot all be equally well informed 
iind vigilant. 

While war was continued without refpeft to 
the rigour of the feafon, the courier whom the 
king bad fent with his ultimatum returned firom 
Peterfburg; and, the two courts being agreed 

concerning 



M£MOrRS OF THE BAVARIAN WAR, z6j- 

oi>ncerning the articles that it contained, prince 
Repninfent it to the baron de Brcteuil,at Vienna. 
The anfwer of the anibaflBidor was that the ar^ 
tides the king had fent had given great fatisfaG-" 
tion to the emprefs queen; and that it was pro*' 
pofcd to affemble a coflgrefs, that the general 
pacification might be brought to a conclufion. ' 
Can it be believed by pofterity that, under 
thefe circumftances, at the very time when the* 
court of Vienna appeared ferioufly to intend io^ 
terminate the war, one general Wajiis, with* 
eight or ten thoufand men under his command, - 
fuddenly appeared before the town of Ncuftadt, 
where the regiment of Pruffia and the battalion* 
of Preufs were garrifpned, and that, \inable to" 
take the town, the enemy threw fb nuny i(Oyaf 
grenades, from about twenty howitzers which ^ 
he had brought with him, that the ihingles with-* 
which moft of the houfes were covered were feci 
on fire, and that two hundred and f^y of theie • 
houfes were confumed by the flames? ThegarrU 
fon however remained firm. General Stutterlwm, t 
infi^rmed of the motion of the A^ftrians, came^' 
on their rear, toward Branitz, while the t*roops 
cantoned at Rpfiwalde advanced on one o5 their 
flanks, and f<»»me detachments from Neifs on' 
the other. Wallis^ unable to remain longer 
without expoiing .his^ whole corps; retreated ibf 
S 4 Zuckmantei, 
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..General Wallis had been (cn% op the expe« 
dition by. the cspperor, who^ fuppofing the king 
Qj[ ^ruHb to be ardent and w^m to e^cc£s^ ima- 
gined that thus to aggravate hiiUj by the ruin of 
one of his tqwns^ would render hiiq more diffi- 
cukj more ready to contend in the negotiation 
vhkb was to be b^gun^ and that perhaps the 
^iger his majefty might feel would induce hirp 
to. break it off. ]|ut the^ expedition of the Au- 
ftri^ms did not turn tg their advantage* 

Prince Repnin foop after received a difpatch 
^pm M. 4p Breteuil, which indicated how im* 
pji^i^ntly dc^rpu?. the emprefs queen was of a 
fpTpepfioa o£ arms. The king received this 
ixifi>rmauoD, oq the 4th of March^ at Silber- 
berg; atid if&ied orders to his generals to take 
ineafures with the Auftrian commanders^ that 
the. truce pKipofed might be regulated. The 
7th was the day appointed for that of Bohemia, 
the 8th for that of Upper Silefia and Moravia, 
and. the loth fc^ that between Saxony and Bo* 
hfimiA^ Thefe periods h^ing expiad> the troops 
Mwre fcnt into, more extenfive quarters, that they 
nwght be more at their eaft ; and efpeciaJly to 
aY<Hd epidemic diftempers, which then b^aa 
t(| be prevalent on the firontieni* 

On 
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Qn the 6th, the lipg, r^^p^ire^ ^ Bre%u» t»^ 
hold a conference with prii^cer RQfwUu Th% 
town cf Tefchen was mutually agreed qn as the 
place of negotiation, and ttiq ^ng appoiitfedi:: 
M* von Riedefis^ to be his inimSbv pWnipocesh. 
tiary: to this congrefs* At this tim^ M. v<mi 
Torring-Seefeld arrived at Brfiflau> iq quality, of 
ambaflador from the elector palatine; and, ia 
company ^ith prince Repnin^ IMt vonBioiefcly 
M* von Zinzendorfy ambafladof from Saxony^ 
and M* von.Ho&nfelsj di^ envoy from Dqaz^ 
ponts, ail negotiators in behalf of the diflfareift 
powers, repaired to Tefchen, wifafire they werC' 
joined by the baron: de Breteuil, apibafiador 
and minifter plenipotentiary ^oni' the king ofV 
France^ and M. voa Cobenzl, who held die 
ifmc dignities under the emprifs ^queen. 

The emprefs queen was fincerely defirous^oi 
peace; but, however eager Ihe herifelf might be^ 
to obtain this purpofe, (he- had not been ableixa 
infpire the emperor her (bn with the iame fen^. 
ments. This prince, as we have bdbre £|sd^ 
imagined his honour would be injured, fhould 
he not firmly fupport a ftep which his ardouv 
had bduced him to take. No fooner had the 
minifters begun their conferences at Tefche» 
than count Cobenzl entirely, and unequivcM 
caUy, acquiefced in the plan of pacifica^on pro- 

pofed 



pofcd'by France. He ftartcd no difBcukifs, 
and appeared as well fatisfied as could have- 
beeii wiflied. It was fuppofed the labours of 
negotiation would have been quickly ended, 
when prince Repnin received a courier from 
M. von Afleburg, ambaflador from the emprefs 
cf Ruffia at Ratifbon, which informed him that 
the elei^or palatine had declared he could* not 
nor would afford any fatisfadion to the ele&or 
ci Saxony, and that he rather chofe to abide by 
his preceding treaty, made with the court of 
Vienna, than to fubmit his interdls to the de« 
dfioa of the congrefs of Tefchen. M. de Bre- 
tcuil and prince Repnin immediately took of* 
ltnct» and afluming all the dignity that became 
pienipotentiaries . of oionarchies fo great, de- 
clared that, all the contrafting parties having 
already adopted the plan of pacification fuch 
as it had been propofed to them, they wQiUd 
kenceforth confider him as the enmly of their 
ibvertigns, who Ihould wifh to abjure the en- 
gagements into which he had entered^ 
. Hearing this, count Cobenzl 4nd the Pala- 
tine became mc^re flexible, and couriers were 
fent off )vith all expedition for Vienna. Various 
#ther difficulties however were continually ftart* 
td, by which the progrefs of the mediators was 
impeded at every ficp. To-day the Saxons were ^ 
i , perfuaded 
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perjfuaded proper attention was not paid to their 
claims; to-morrow the minifterof the duke de 
Deuxponts difplayed his whole zeal^ by de- 
manding an enormous furcreafe of appanage in 
behalfof his prince; and> to fupport his favou- 
rite fyfliem^ endeayopr^d tp prove Bavaria was a 
dutchy that could not be divided. To prevent 
the excefs.of fuch difputes the kipg was obliged 
to interfere; and by the aid of the mediators he,, 
with great difficulty ^ appeafed the ill-timeid heat 
of thefe twQ miqifters. It was demonflrated to 
Saxony that, if def(?rted by France, Ruffia, and 
Pruffia, by whom the eJefStor ^a§ aided, the 
leaft mite would not have beep obf^ipc^ from 
the court of Vienna, however juft the claims 
of the former might be; and therefore to aft 
reafonably would be to accept the fum which 
had been with great difficulty obtained. Simi- 
kr explanauoQS w^re entered into with the mi^ 
niftcr from D^uxpont?, \>y recalli;^ to mind 
that, hjiviog loft three-fourth j of Bavaria, the 
duke ought to think himfplf happy that twor 
thirds were to be reftored. 

Scarcely were tjicfe ipinifters pacified before 
the elector palatine again entered the lifts, and 
^gain was produftivc of difputes. France dif* 
Jiked fuch proceeding?, and the minifter of 

Louis 
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Louis XVL rpoke in as hi^ a tOQe sit MiiiWili. 
as Louis XIV. did in his days of tciumph* . 

StiU how wer altercations were continued zt 
Tefcheni and were carried to fiich excels that 
the plenipotentiaries themfelves began so ficar 
t|^ir negotiation muft prove unfuccefsfuL Six 
weeks had been fruitlefsly wafted when, on the 
2otk of April, a courier arrived from Conftanti- 
nople, at Vienna, with the news that peace was. 
concluded between the Ottoman Porte and^ 
Ruffia. An event of no lefs magnitude could 
have foftened the reftlefe mind of the young 
emperor. So long as the appearances of war- 
between Ruffia and the Pone feemed to an* 
nounce an approaching rupture^ between diofe 
powers, Jofeph 11. had ^onfidered the dedanu 
tion of the court of Petersburg ii| iavour of 
Fruffia and the empire but as words; and 
imagined that Ruffia would be too much occu« 
pied in the Crimea,. in fupporting the khao of 
the Tartars againft the Ottoman powa*, which 
was endeavouring to dethrone him, to pofleis 
cither the ftrength or the means of efficacioufly 
aiding Pruffia. But the re-eftabliOiment of 
peace was deflruftive of all thoTe hopes. with 
which the emperor had been flattered. He 
could not forget that Ruffia, having her hands 
at liberty, was enabled to employ her forces 
4 wherever 
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wherever (he ftxould think proper; that confc- 
quently (he might march fo powerful a corps, 
to the afiiftance of the king^ that Pruflia muft 
acquire too great a fuperiority of men for the 
Imperial troops to be able to fupport a cam- 
paign with dignity; and ftill lefs (hould the 
war be continued. ^ 

We ought therefore to flate the peace between 
Ruflia and the Forte as the epocha from which 
to date the commencement of the congrefs of 
Tefchen. From this moment the engines, of 
the emperor were motionlefs. The eleftor 
palatine and his minifter plenipotentiary kept a 
relpeftful filence. Count Cobenzl became 
more complaifant, and, no longer adhering 
to his vague ^ropofitions, explained himfelf 
dearly, and precifely, on the fubje(9:s concern- 
ing which he had to treat with the mediators. 
All thefe favourable circumftances (b fpeedily 
pcom()ted the work that, in lefs than a fort- 
night, every^ party being fatisfied, peace was 
concluded and (igned. This event took place 
on the 13th of May, the birth-day of the em- 
prefs queen. 

We (hall fatisfy ourfelves with fbting the 
principal articles ; which were— • 

The emperor was to reftore all Bavaria and 
the Ut)per Palatinate to the eledtor palatine, 

the 
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the circle of Burghaufen excepted j and the 
fucceflion to tliefe ftates was to be afcertained to 
the prince de Deuxpotits^ and to all the coHa- 
teral branches of the family^ that had equal 
claims. 

The eledor of Saxony was to obtain 1 rt- 
muncration of fix n^Uions of florins, to be 
liquidated by the payment of five hundred 
thoufand florins annually. The emperor was 
to renounce the fief of Schonburg, in favour of 
Saxony, which was fituated in the middle of 
the eleAorate. 

With refpedt to the fucceflion of the margraviats 
of Bareuth and Anfpach, which was to revert to 
Pruflia, the emperor acknowledged the legality of 
the claim, ai\d promifed no more to oppofe the 
reunion of thofe flates; and the king, on his part, 
renounced all right to Juliers and Berg, in fa- 
vour of the branch of Sulzbach, in confideration 
of the renewing of the guarantee which France 
had granted in behalf of Silefia, by the treaty of 
1741. 

The duke of Mecklenburg was to be allowed 
the right de non appellando^ as an indemnification 
for his claims; and the treaty was finally to be 
guarantiied by Ruflia, France, and the whole 
Germanic body. 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely was the treaty figned before the 
troops of the king/ to teftify his good intentions, 
immediately evacuated a^ll the Auftrian diftrifts 
of which they were in poffefSon. 

Such was the end of thefe troubles in Ger* 

many, when all men expedted to have feen a 

fucceffion of campaigns before they fliould have 

been terminated. The whole however was a * 

flrange mixture of negotiation and military 

cntcrprife, which could only be attributed to 

the two fadions that divided the Imperial 

court ; the one of which for a time gained the 

fuperiority, and was foon after fubdued by the • 

other. The generals were kept in perpetual 

uncertainty, and no perfon knew whether it was 

peace or war; which difagreeable fituation con* 

tinued to the very day that the peace wasr figned, 

at Tefchen. It appeared that the Pruflian troops 

had the advantj^e over their enemies, whenever 

they could bring them to combat according to 

rule ; and that the Impcrialifts were moft fuccef- 

ful in art, furprifc, and ftratagem, which pro- 

^ perly belong to a partifan war. 

Given at Potfdam, June ao, 1779. 

FREDERIC. 
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Gofy of a Lettir torUten by the Emperifr's own 
band, to the Kmg of Pruffia, from Oimutz^ 
, datid jSprii the i^tb, 1778* 

Sir and Brothbr, 

THOUGH I have hitherto deferred ful- 
filling the mutual promife into which wq 
entered^ as well at Neifsas at Neuftadt, to main* 
tain a perfonal correfpondenoe, it was only that^ 
being prepared for all accidents^ I was defirous 
of watting till I myfelf was at a diftance from 
die metropolis^ and confequently from whatever 
might feem to partake of art and policy, that I 
might communicate my ideas to your majefty, 
which I believe to be more analogous to our 
Tz true 
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true interefls than all the difputes into which 
Ve could poflibly enter. I have reduced thefe 
ideas to a projeft of convention, which is here 
annexed, and which I have the honour to fen4 
your majelf y. I (hall not add a fingle refleftioh, 
well convinced not one will efcape you of whicl^ 
the fubjeft is fufceptible. I have at the fame 
time fent full powers tp Cpbenzl, in order that,^ 
fliould your majefty apprqve the plan, it may 
impiediately be figned ; and (hpuld any change 
or explanation be required, cpngermng accelTary 
circumftances, I intreat your majefty would in? 
form me of them, by an anfwer from yourfelf, 
with a certitude that, if I have the power, no-j 
thing you can defire fliall be refufed. Should 
my propofals be in no majiner agreeable toyou^ 
here the affair will naturally terminate. 

I (hall be truly delighted to (Irengthen, by 
this means, that good intelligence which only 
ought to be and can be of advantage to our 
ftates; which ha^ already fo fdttunatcly and fo 
advantageoufly conwnenced; which on my part 
is founded on the high efteem and coniideration 
wherein I hold the genius and fuperior talents 
of your majefty; which a perfonal acquaintance 
has incrcafed; and which I am fincerely de- 
firpus to perpetuate, by affurances and reite^ 

- rated 



lAVARlAN CORR?si»0»i>EN€E. 277 

k^tcd tcftimonies of the fincerc fricndfhipwith 
which I (hall ever remain 

Sir, brother aridroufin, 

Yoiir mod affedtionate 

Brother and coufin^ , / 

" • JOSEPR 



The Plan of the Convention which was annexed 
to the above Letter^ 

Her apoftolic majefty the emprefs queen, and 
his majefty die king of Priiffia, have with great 
chagrin perceived the affairs of the Bavarian 
fucceflibn aflume fo critical and fo embarraffing 
an aifpeft; infomuch that, nof only every thing 
is at prefent to be feared foif the tranquillity of 
Germany, biit, the moft ferious confequences 
are like wife to be apprehended in future, from 
a fimilar concurrence of circumftances; and, 
being mutually animated with the fincere defire 
of removing, as much as poffible, whatever 
might be injurious to the good intelligence and 
friendfhip which perfonally fubfifts between 
them, as well as to the general peace of the 
German empire, their faid majefties havfc ami- 
cably confuked together, according to the in- 
formation and aflurances whidi, on the one part, 
T 3 have 
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have been given by her majefty the emprefs 
queen^ and, on the other, according to the de- 
clarations afforded by his majefty the king d 
Pruffia. In this conciliating temper they have 
charged their refpeflive ambafladors, who ^re 
provided with fiill powers, to enter into and 
conclude a convention of the following tenon 

I. His Pruffian majefty acknpi^Iedges the 
validity of the convention concluded, on the 
3d of January of the prefent year, between her 
apoftolic majefty the emprefs queen and his 
moft ferene highnefs the eleftor palatine; as well 
M the legality of the pofTeffion of cen^ diftrids 
in Bavaria, which have in confequencc been 
occupied by her apoftolic and Imperial m^e%. 

IL Be it underftood that, in this convention^ 
the two contrafting parties have ei^prefsly ie« 
ferved the ppwer of entering into a final con- 
vention relative to the exchange, which ih^l be^ 
regulated by mutual agreement; whether of the 
diftriAs which have fallen to her iipc^olic and 
Imperial majefty, and to the houfe (xTAuftria^ 
or of the whole of the country, or only of fome 
parts; and his Pruffian majefty prooufcs to luf- 
fer the exchanges in queftion to be peaceably 
executed: it being fteverthelefs precifely ftipu- 
lated that the acquifitions, to be made, (hall not 
be from any country which is^mnydiatdy on the. 

irontjiers 



^litiers of t&e ptcfimt piQ»^ce» a^ £e khi^ of 
Pruffi» 

^ IlCr In return. Her ImpeuM ahd apofbolie 
nvyefty prevtoufly acknowledges the vdidity of 
cHie mctirpotifdoti of die cOtlhtHei of Atit^ack 
mi Bkreudij widi the-ftaces' of dteeUUt bnneh^ 
jof ^iePteoufe of Bn^eikbottiigj haA pKcmufeif on* 
lier part-*-^- 

IV. Peaceablf to fuffer aUy- ^cduuige wliicll^ 
Htfjr^be nude of diefe ooudtHes, abdording: t^ 
flg^^eme&t' witb his FlulBan majeftf ; it being 
|Mreftfaele& piecifidy ftipulated that* die acqui*- 
6wa»i CE> be made, fliall not be' fi!om any country' 
ifrtudi is inttnediately on die frontiers <^ die 
prefenc provinces of hcnr inajefl:y the queen of 
HtingMry. 

/if(/v/er vmitten pi the King's omt band ti the 
Emffer^ff dated trtSfbitnvaldtyAprU'tbe'i^tki 
1778* 

Sir amp Baothek^ 

I RECEIVED with aU poffible fads&dioa' 
the letter whidi your Imperial majesty had the 
goOdnefs to write to me. I have neidier miniftef ' 
nor fecretary here, therefore your Imperial ma- 
jefty will kindly be pleafed to b» ^dsfied'Witti 

T4 ' . <Hf 



the anfwer of an.dd foldier^ who wrilesy t»k& 
probity and franknefs^ on one of thjs iuo% 
important' folgeds \^ich politics long^ hfi 
' fumiihed. 

No perfbn is more defirous than I am of 
maintaining peace and good harmony among 
the powers of Europe; but all things have their 
limits^ and there are paths fo thorny that good 
inclinations are not alone fufficient to pr^ferve 
affairs in tranquillity. Permit me clearly to ftate 
tbe queftion of our prefent circumftances to your 
Imperial majefly^ which is nothing Ids than to* 
know^ whether an emperor has the right of dif- 
pofing of the fiefs of the empire according to* 
bis will ? If this queftion be anfwered in the af*^ 
firmative, all thefe fiefs will become Timariots*^ 
which are only granted during the life of the 
poffeflbr, on whofe death they revert to the ful- 
tan. But this is contrary to the laws and cuftoms- 
of the Roman empire. No prince will acknow- 
ledge the juftice of fuch a proceeding. Each will 
appeal to the feudal right which afcertains his 
pofieflions to his defcendants, and no one will 
perfonally confent to cement the power of a 
defpot^ who foon or late will ftrip him, or his 
cljildrcD, of poffclfions held time immemorialit 



* A nulltary fi^ef granted to the Spahis ia Turkey. T. 
*' '. Thefe 



- ^hefe arc thcreafons that have induced the 
If hole Gennaxlic body to exclaim againft the, 
violent manner in which Bavaria has lately been 
invaded. For my own part, as a member of 
the empire^ and as one having confirmed the 
peace of Weftphalia by the treaty of Hubertf- 
burg, I think myfelf direftly pledged to fupport 
the immunities^ rights, and liberties of the Ger- 
manic body, and the Imperial capitulations by; 
which the power of the chief of the empire is 
limited, in order to prevent the abufes which 
ipight refult from his pre-eminence. 

Such, fir, is the true ftate of affairs. My 
perfonal intereft is not here concerned, but I am 
perfuaded yovir raajefty would regard me as a 
cowardly man, unworthy of your efteem, fhould 
I bafely facrifice the rights, immunities, and 
privileges which I and the eleftors have received 
from our anceftors. I (hall continue to fpeak 
with the fame franknefs. I love and honour 
the perfon of your m^efty. It certainly would 
be an affliction to me to make war againft a 
prince endowed ^ixh fuch excellent qualities, 
and whom I perfonally efteem. Here then I 
fliall add fuch opinions as the little knowledge 
of which I am polTefled has enat^led me to form> 
which I fubmit to the fuperior views of' your 
Imperial majefty^ 

3 lconfef$ 
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Iconfefr that Bavaria, according to tile right 
of convcnicnccr, may welt appertain to dieltri-^ 
pcrial houfe; but, asr cvcrjr other rigftt oppofi* 
fuch a poflffaflSon, ftiould not farisfaftorjr equiva- 
lents be made to the duke dcDcuxponts? Ou^ 
not indemnifications to be found for the clcftor 
of Saxonyi m. lieu, of the allodial parts of dir 
fucccffion of Bfevaria ? The Saxon claims amount 
to thiity-fcven millions of florinsi but perfmps 
thefe daimsr might find fome abatement ih* 
favour of peace. , In fUcH propofitioni) not 
omitting the dbfce of Mecklenburg, your Im- 
perial m^fty would' fee me concur with joy, be- 
caufe they are conformable to diat which my 
duties and^ the ftadon in which I am placed 
demand. 

1 aflure your majeftytJ could not fpeak with 
more firanknefsj to my brother, than I have at 
(Mrefent die honour to fpelk to you. t intrcat 
you would reflca on all F have taken the liberty 
to lay before you, for this is^ the real ftiteof the 
queftion, to which the fucceflion of Anfpachis 
wholly foreign; Our cbims are fo indubitable 
that no perfon can bring them into difpute. 
Van Swiefcn fpoke on the fubjeft to me, fome 
time within thcfo fix years, and informed me the 
Imperial court would be glad if I had any ex- 
change to propofe, becaufe I (hould deprive his 
4 court 






BAVAltlAH CORRSSfOKDIVCB. t9t 

court of the plurality of votes ia the ckck %f * 
Franconia^ and it was not wifiied to have OMt « 
too near a neighbour to Egra in Bohemia. I 
aofwered him there was no prefent caufc (ot 
apprehenfion, the mar^ave of Anfpach being 
in good healthy and in all probability likely to 
furvive me.. This was all that pafled on the 
fubjed^ and your Imperial majefty may reft per- 
fuaded i relate the truth. 

With refpcd to the laft memorial I received 
from prince Kaunitz^ this (aid prince appears 
not to have been in a good temper when draw* 
iag it up. The anfwer could not arrive here in 
lefs than eight days* I oppofe my phlegm to 
his warmth, and I particularly expcd your Im- 
perial majefty will have the goodnefs to decide 
on the- reafonablenefs of the fincere remon- 
ftrances I take the liberty to fend you, being 
with the higheft eftecm, and all poffible refped. 
Sir and brother, ^ 

The good brother and coufin 
Of your Imperial majefty, 
FREDERIC. 

If I fhould happen xo have failed in any of 
the forms of ceremony, I make my apologies to 
your Imperial majefty, protefting upon my ho- 
nour there is not a man, within forty miles of 

the 
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the place, capable of giving me proptt infot- 
xnation. 

LHttr under the hand of the Emperor addrejfed 
to the King. 

Littau, April the idth, 1778. 

Sir akd Brother, 

I HAVE this moment received the letter of 
your majefly, whom I perceive to be in an error, 
concerning fads which will entirely change the 
purport of this long difcourfe, and the ftatc 
of the queftion ; I have therefore been induced, 
from a regard to the good of mankind, to fend 
you further information in this letter. 

It is not the emperor who afts, in all that re- 
lates to Bavaria; it is the eledorof Bohemia^ 
and the archduke of Auftria; who, as an equal, 
has produced his claims, and has entered, into 
an agreement, by a free and friendly convention, 
with his equal and neighbour the elector pala- 
tine, who is become the fole heir of the ftates 
of Bavaria. The right of explaining and mak- 
ing agreements with his neighbour, without 
tlie intervention of a third, has hitherto ever 
appeared inconteftable, in behalf of any man 
who is not dependent. Confequently, every 
prince of the empire has always exercifed this 

right, in claim ^nd deed* 

With 
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With refpcft to the allodial prctenlions of the 
court of Saxony and thp duke of Mecklenburg^ 
which your majefty mentions, thcfe appear tq 
me things in difpute, . to be decided by the par- 
tics, or ejided by agreement with the heir, who 
is the clcftor palatine, according to family com?' 
pafts. 

As to her majefly the emprefs queen, I be- 
lieve I may affirm (he might be induced no 
longer to cxcrcife the right of regrcdiencc, 
which Che has touched upon in the anfwer that 
fcc has given, in favour of the other allodial 
heirs, and to give them pleafure. 

In what relates to the duke de Deuxponts, 
it is proved he poffeflibs no right till after the 
deceafe of the ele<floir palatine. He is free to 
accede or not to the convention that has been 
made; and though he previously authorized the 
debtor to make an agreement in his name, and 
in the name of all his heiifS, with her majefty 
the emprefs queen, in all that concerned the 
Bavarian fucceffion, his claims will neverthelefs 
remain in full force; nor does her majefty fup- 
pofe the convention obligatory, as far as it re- 
lates to him; Ihe confequently muft make new 
arrangements, or proceed by legal procefe, ac- 
cording to the good right (he poffeflcs, with the 

duke 
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duke de Deuxponts, when he (hall happen to 
fttcceed the cledor palatine^ 

I imagine jthat, from the reafims here al« 
I^ed, which are all demonftrated fa&Sf your 
SMjcRy will be convinced the word defpot^ 
which you have employed^ and which at the 
leaft I abhor as much as yourfelf, is fuperflvious; 
and that, as emperor, I have done nothing in 
all this afiur more than promife to each perfon 
who ihall complain formally to me that his 
daims (ball be attended to, and jullice prompdy 
adouniftered. Neither has her tmy&y the em* 
prefs queen done any thing mdre than stfert 
her rights, wl&ch file has a>nfirifted l^ a fiFee 
convention; confequenily fiie will employ all 
the means that are in her poiver^ id the defence 
^ her pofTeflionsw 

Stich is die true ftate of thd quefti(m> which 
is reduced to ain enquiry whether or not any kt^ 
ef the empire prevents an eledor from making 
an agreement with his neighbour^ and entering 
mto ^ convention which is to their mutual con- 
venknce, widiout the interference of a third 
perfon. I fliaU tranquilly wait the anfwdr you 
fiiall ple^^e to write, or caufe to be written. I 
have learnt f6 many ufeful leflbns already firom 
your majefty that, were I not a citizen of the 

worlds 



wJbich fome miUioto /of bcingf oigbt from our 
iwatc&&bc afflid€d^ I (hould alinoft add I Ihotald 
not be vexed we^e y<m tg teach ae to become 
jt good generaL Tour m^efty imy neyerdiekfi 
be affiored that (the maiatena&ce of peace, efpe- 
icially wjtb your&If, whom I bonour aod tralf 
jpir^ is my &ixcre defire; and that) ia mj 
Cfinion, tosor hundred tbouiand brave mm 
plight not to be employed in mutual iaurder.«-<« 
Aod to what purpofe? What good would re- ' 
fult? Which of ^e parties can £»refee whae 
might be the confequences? Sudd are truly my 
refledtionsy and as fuch I ventuce to communis 
cate them to your imyefty, wkh all poffibfecor* 
diaUty aiid franknefs, and remaifty witb the 
bigh^ft and moft perfeft confideraiioiv 
Sir ^d brother^ 
Yourms^efty's 
Good biDQCber and cbufin, 

JOSEPli 

letter written hy the King te the Emperor fitm 
ScbMwalde, dated Jprit i^fh, 1778* 
Sir ako Brother^ 
THE marks of friendlhip which your Imperial 
majefty has deigned to affoixl me are to me of 

ineftimablft 
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' ineftimable value ; for certainly no man refped^, 
and permit mb to (ay no one perfonally loves 
you^ more than I do. Though unforefeen 
caufes give birth to a diverfity of opinions on 
'political fubjefts, this in no degree changes thofe 
fenfatibns of which my heart is confcious, in 
your majcfly's favour. Since your majefty there- 
fore approves the franknefs with which, accord* 
4Hg to my cuftom, I fpcak, on thofe weighty 
'affairs which at prefent conftiuite the principal 
"objcfts that employ our thoughts^ I ^ni de- 
iBrous of affording you this fatisfa&ion, on con* 
Edition you wifl' always continue the lame indul- 
gence, ' in behalf of my fincerity, which you 
liave hitherto kindly granted. ' ^ 

• IL.et me previotifly ihtreat you not to imaging 
that, feduced by mad ambition, I have the 
phrcnzy of defiring to ereft myfelf the arbitrator 
of fovcrcigns. The ardent paffions in me are 
extingui(hed, at my time of life they would be 
urtfeafonable, and my reafon prefcribes bounds 
to the fphere of my activity. I only intereft 
py&lf in the recent events of Bavaria, becaqfig 
with" tbefe are conjplicated the intercfts of all 
the princes of the empire, of the number of 
whom I am one. And how have I proceeded ? 
i have examined the laws and the Germanic 
eonftitutionsi a^ veil as the artide of the peaw:e 



t)f Weftphalia, relative to Bavaria. To the 
Whole of thefe I have compared the aCt which 
has lately taken place; to fee whether thefe laws 
and thefe treaties might be reconciled with the 
feizure of Bavaria ; and I confefs that, inftead 
of the rights which I defired there to find, I 
have found the very reverfe. ! 

That I may more clearly explain my remarics 
to your Imperial majefty, fuffer me to draw a 
comparifon. I will fuppofe that the prcfent 
reigning branch of the landgrave's of Hefie was 
on the point of becoming extinft, and that the 
eledtor of Hanover, by a treaty figned with the 
laftof the heirs of thefe princes, fhould feize 
on Heffe, under the pretext of his confent. 
The princes of Rheihfels, who are of the fame 
family, would no doubt reclaini the inheritance, 
becaufe the pbfleflbr of a fief is no more thati 
the life landlord, and, according to all the feu- 
dal laws, neither could transfer nor difpofc of 
his poffeffions, without the confent of the heirs 
at law; that is to fay of the princes of RheinfelS; 
confequently, in every legal court, the ele^^r 
of Hanover would be convidted of having tak^ 
poflfeffion by force of arms of a difputed inheri- 
tance, and would lofe his caufe with cofts of fuit. 
Different is the cafe of the fucceffion of an ex- 
tinft family; of fuch an inheritance the heirs 

VOL. IV. U have 
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lAve a right tp take pofleffion^ as has be^ 

psaftifcd in SaDcooy at the deceafe of the dukes 
fi£ Merfcburg, Naiimburg, and Zeitz. Such 
have hitherto been the laws and cufloms of the 
holy Roman empire. 

J now come to the right of rcgredicncc, which 
has been mentioned in the manifefto publiflicd 
by die Imperii! court. I remember that, in 
the year r74Q, the king of Poland endeavoured 
to exert this rights to fub&intiate the claims 
ivirfaicfa he made on Bohemia^ as'the.hu(band of 
the queen his confort ; and I recollect that the 
Auflrian miniilers at that rtlme warmly refuted 
the argumsents which the.minifters of Saxony 
deduced from the.righ(^ Avbichthe former per- 
fevered in Affirming to be ineffcdlual and inad- 
mi$ble. And. can that right which is impotent 
at ©ne time. become valid ^t another? I own to 
ypur Imperial majcfty fiich reafpning to^me^p- 
♦pc^rs contradi6tory. 

Your majefty adds, in your letter,; that what- 
evdr relates to the duke de Deuxponts may he 
accommodated ^ith him at the death of the 
eleftor of Bavaria* Permit nje to aik> why npt 
accommodated atprefent ? For, in reality, this 
isiait'to cherifh the feeds of new troubles ai\d 
»€W divifions, when there is no impediment 4^ 
potting an end to them at-^prefent. 

Do 
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Do not take it amifs ^that I add a >vord on the 
fubjcdt of the .eledor of Saxony, whom youwifli 
to confign over to the eleftor palatine. In or- 
der, to fatisfy the -former the latter muft he.e^- 
,tirely ftripped. And are there no better c;Kpe- 
fdients ,tO:bi5 found? I imagine this to be an 
^^ITair.wcll wonhy of attention ; and thefc expe- 
.dients, be they what they may, (hould be named^ 
ffor they will ferve as fixed points on whigh tlie 
ne^tiators may treat* 

In fine, fince ypur Ipiperial majefty emboldens 
.by. permitting, me to fpe^k the truth, and fince 
ypu are fo worthy tl^e truth fliould be fpoken 
to you, while opening my heart, I Ihall npc 
meet .your difapprobation by offering a few 
ideas which may. tend to conciliation. I never- 
thelefs believe' a difcuffion of that nature muft 
neceflarily be treated on by minifters appointed 
for the purpofe. You will detei:mine whether 
you think pj'Qper to fend orders on the fubjeft 
to count Cobenzl, or to appoint any other per- 
fon, the better to accelerate a work fo advan- 
tageous to humanity. I will allow it ;$. a chaos 
thft wiU be diificult to f^i^otc to order; but 
the prpfpcd erf. difficulty ought to encoqrage 
and not to repel ; if too great to be overcome, 
compaffion at leaft requires attempts (hould be 

U z made 
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made; and, if peace be fincerely wi(hed> it 
QPghc to be cemented in the moft durable man- 
ner. 

Your majcfty will reft perfuaded I never can 
confound any difputes with the coniidcration in 
which I hold your perfon. You have been 
pleafed to joke with me. Your majefty has no 
need of a matter. You will aft whatever part 
you fhall think proper, for Heaven has endowed 
you with uncommon talents. You will eafily 
recoUedk that Lucullus had never commanded 
an army when he was fent by the Roman fcnatc 
into Pontus. Here had he fcarcely arrived be- 
fore, as a firft attempt, he vanquiflicd Mithri- 
dates. May your Imperial majefty be the win- 
ner of viftories, and I (hall be the firft to ap- 
plaud; though I cannot but add may it never 
be when oppofing me. 

I am, with every fentiment of the moft per- 
fcft efteem, and all pofBble confideration. 

Sir and brother. 
Your Imperial majefty 's 
Good brother and couiin, 

FREDERIC. 



Letter 
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Letter frtm the Emperor. 

Konigfgnetz, April the l^thy 1778. 

Sir and BrotheRj 
I AM very fcnfibly afFefted by the kind letter 
which I have juft received from your majefty ; 
and, were the high confideration, and I may 
venture to affirm the true friendfhip, which I 
have ever perfonally entertained for you, capa* 
ble of increafe, it would cenainly be efie^ed 
by your majefty's letter. I (hall impart the 
humane plans with which it abounds, and which 
are fo well worthy of a man fo great, to her 
majefty the cmprefs queen; but I may pre^ 
viouily aflure you her Imperial majefty has air 
ready giviPf^j and will again repeat, all neceflary 
inftruftions to Cobenzl, that he may accept an4 
endeavour to accede to all conciliatory propo^- 
litions, as far as they are decent and poifible^ 
not forgetting what her majefty owes to herfelf " 
and her monarchy^ iiji prdf r to remove, as well 
for the prefent as in future^ the fcourge of war 
from pur j^efpeftive ft^tes. However difficult 
the attempt may appear, if the parties are equally 
willing, it may be accomplifhed; and we (hall 
fhcreby mutually acquire fam.e much more hH^ 
V 3 ing 
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jng than all the glory viftory beftows; while 
bcncdiftions from all our fubjeds, and the pre- 
fervation of fuch multitudes of men, will be to 
us the mpft fpiendid of trophies. Nor can any 
one be fenfible' o^ the value of fuch bleffings 
but thofe who are confcious how great Ts the 
good of rendering 'men happy. 
, While fpeaking to me of the means of pre- 
fcrving peace, your majefty feems willing to 
make war on my uH^erftatiding, by the too 
flattering compliments you are pleafed to pay 
me, ind which well might diforder my brain, 
did I not know how deficient I am in experience 
dnd abilities, Diftant as I am by character from 
vanity, and from taking pleafure in being flat^ 
tered, I will never thclefs confefs I am not infen* 
fible to the efteem and approbation of fo ex- 
ccUent a judge as your majefty. I intreat you * 
^o remiin indubitably perfuaded of the very 
Wgh fentiments of perfe6k confidcration and fin^ 
cere fri^ndfhip with which* I am, during life^ 
perfohally devoted to you. I remain. 

Sir drid brother, 
Yoiii- majeftyV 

Good brother and coulin,' 
JOSEPH, 



BAVARIAN CORRfiSPQHOSMCE. 919^ 

Letter in the King^s own band-writing to the Em* 
peror. 

Schonwaide^ April the aoib, 177$^ 
Sir anp Brother^ 

NOTHING could be marc glorious to your 
Imperial majcfty than the refolution you have 
cohdcfccndcd to take, to endeavour to avert, 
the rifing ftorm, by which fo many innocent 
people are menaced. The fuccefs, fir, which 
die moft illuftrious warriors have gained over 
their enemies, is divided amcmg many perfons 
who have concurred to obtain it, by their valour 
and their condud. But the benefits which fo-^ 
vereigns confer on humanity are attributed folely 
to themfelves, becaufe they partaJce of the good- 
nefs of their charafters, as well as of the eleva- 
tion of their genius. There is no kind of fame 
to which your majefty may not affert your 
claims, whether ic relates to deeds of arms or 
to afts ' of moderation. I believe you equally 
capable of both. Your Imperial majefty may 
refl: perfuaded I fliall ad without difguifc^ and 
with the urmofk finccrity employ every means of 
conciliation that Can be propofed; in order, on 
the one parr, to prevent the effufion of innocent 
blood, and on the other, fir, to demonftratc 
the fcntiments of admiration in which I hold 
U 4 you 
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you perfonally, and the profouad imprcfliont 
which will never be effaced from my heart* 

I hope your Imperial majefty will- reft pert 
fuade4 that, when I venture to fpeak: of the fenti- 
ments I perfonally entertain for you, I ufe the 
pure and fimple language of truth. I am rather 
.accufed of a too open fincerity than of flattery, 
^d am incapable of faying what I do not think. 
In the mean tim?, apd while it (hall pleafc your 
Imperial majefty to regulate the importapt pego- 
tiation in queftion, I intreat you will believe. me^ 
\[rith every feeling of the moft perfeft cftccm 
and the higheft confideration. 
Sir and brother. 
Your Imperial maj^y's 
Good brother and coufin, 

FREDERIC, 

Ofy-of a Letter from the Ruffian Amhaffadvr at 
Vienna, Prince Gallitzin, to the King. 

HER majefty the erpprcfs queen has confided 
to me the refolution (lie has taken to difpatch 
her envoy, M. Thi^gut, tp your majefty, who is 
(charged with a letter addreffcd to you, as well 
as with overtures that may tend to flop the pro- 

greft, 
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l^efs of the mifunderfUnding which has hap« 
pened between the two courts. She has re- 
quired me to provide him with a paflport^ as in 
th? iiame of a perfoa who is in the fervice of my 
auguft fovereigni as well as with a letter for your 
majefty. 

I have obeyed her commands^ and conformed 
to her wilhes, with the lefs hcfitafipii becaufe J 
have fuppofed the commiffion M. Thu^t has 
undertaken will be agreeable 1:0 your majefty. 

Nothing will equal my happin^fs if, after 
having a6ted as an inftrument in promoting the 
mpft heroic ^dion of the reign of your piajefty, 
that of conferring peace on Germany at the head 
pf your puiffant arcnics, J may venture to flatter 
iijyfelf that your majefty will deign to accept the 
Ijoipagc w|iich, on this occafion, I lay at your 
feet, and thofe fentiments of the moft profound 
|:efpe£t with which I am^ 

SirC| 

Your majefty*s 
Moft humble, moft obedient, and moft 
Submiflive fervant, 
DEMETRIUS Prince GALLITZIN. 
Vienna, July the lath, iTjS. 

Tie 
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*tSe Anpader of th Majejfy m Princt GafRtiiff, at 
Vienna. 

From the camp before JaromurSt 
July the ryth, 1778. 

Sm, 

Notwithftanding that the laft negotiation with 
the court of Vienna has been interrupted, I am 
not fo averfe to peace but that, if this court (hall* 
make acceptable propofals, and which may be 
xeconciled to the maintenance of the fyftem of 
the Germanic body,. 1 fhall ever be very much 
difpofcd to receive them; and if M. Thugut be 
charged with any propofition I (hall not, for the 
good of humanityi.refufe to hear him, and td 
make a la(t e^ort to put an end to thefe troubles, 
I pray God, fir, that he will be pleafed to take 
you into his holy keeping. 



Cofy of a Letter from het Majefiy the Em^refs 
^jteen, fenf by the Sieur Tbugut. 

Sir, BROTftBR:, ani> CbtrsiN, 

FROM the recal of baron Riedefel, and the 
entrance of your majefty^s troops into Bohemia, 
1 behold, with extreme jfcniibility, a new war 
broken out. My age, and the defire I have to 

prcfervc 



prcferve peace, arc known to the whole world,, 
nor can I afford a niore evident proof than by 
the ftep I now take. My maternal heart i$ 
juftly alarmed when I recoiled that two of my 
foils, and a beloved fon-in-law, are at the army. 
I ad at prefent without having informed the 
emperor my fon, aiid I requeft your majefty 
will fuffer the affair to remain totally fecret, be 
its fuccefs what it may. My wifties tend to 
renew and terminate the negotiation thus far 
conduded by his majefty the "emperor, and 
broken off, to my very great regret. This 
letter will be delivered into your own hands by 
the baron Thugut, who is provided with in- 
ftrudions and full powers. Ardently wifliing 
our hopes may be accompliflied, agreeable to 
our dignity and to our mutual' fatisfadion, I 
intreat your majefty to reply with iGmilar fenti- 
ments to the flxong defire I have that our good 
intelligence (hould be for ever re-eftabliflied, 
for the good of the human race, and lifcewife of 
our families. 

I remj^in yc^ur majefty's 

Good lifter and coufin, 

MARIATHERESA. 
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Ciify of a PoJI^mpt io the above Letter from the 
Emprefs ^ueen. 

The 1 2th. 
THIS moment intelligence is qirrived> of the 
8tb and 9th, from the camp^ which informs me 
of the arrival of the armies in preferice of each 
other. I am the more eager to expedite the pre- 
fent difpatches left fome accident (hould change 
the fituation of affairs. After the departure of 
Thugutj I intend to fend a courier off for the 
cmp^ror^ that I n^ay thereby perhaps prevent 
fome precipitate ftcp whiph, with all my bcart^^ 
I wifh to prevent. 

I am ygur majefty's 

Good fifter and coudn^ 

MARIA THERESA. 

Copy of the full Power given under the band of the 
Emprefs ^een^ the Original of which was re- 
turned to the Sieur Thugut, at fFel/dorf on the 
jpb of July, 1778. 

I HEREBY give full powers to the baron von 
Thugut, that he pay conclude a convention with 
his majefty the king of Pruffia, according to 
fueh intentions* as I have confided to him. 

M ARIA THERE S A- 

,.. July the 1 2th, 1778. 

Copy 



Copy of4ht Tropojitions of her Majefty the Emprefs 
^een. 

I. The emprefs queen, of her prefcnt pof- 
feffioiis in Bavaria, Ihall prcferve an extent of 
. country equivalent to a million in revenue, and 

fhall reftore the ^remainder to th^ eleftor pala- 
tine. - ., 

II. She will inceflafitly agree with the elec- 
tor palatine concerning an exchange to be made, 
to the fatisfadion of both parties, between thefc 
poffeffions and fome other part of Bavaria, the 
revenue of which (hall not exceed a million, and 
which (hall neither be in the vicinity of Ratiibon 
nor have the inconvenience of dividing Bavaria, 
as the prefent pofleffions do. 

III. She will unite her good offices to thofe 
of his majefty the king of Pruffia, to obtain 
without delay a juft and equitable accommoda- 
tion between the eleftor palatine and the eleftor 
.of Saxony, relative to the claims of the latter 
over the allodial inheritance of Bavaria. 

Copy of the Mditkns made by the Ki/fg to the above 
Propojitims. 

IV. May not the emprefs give up her 
claims over fome fiefs in Saxony, to the fovc- 

3 reignty 
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reignty of which Ike makes pretence iii quality 
of queen c^ Bohemia? - 

V. May not the duke of Mecklenburg be 
indemnified^ by obtaining fome fmall fief of 
the empire? 

VI. Is it yet agreed to regulate the fuccef- 
fion of Bareuth and Anfpach according to the 
itipulations in the treaty, further adding that 
the eledtor of Saxony fhall caufe eventual ho- 
mage to be rendered to himfelf from the two . 
margraviats, and that the king of Pruffiaftall, 
in like manner, receive homage from Lufatia? 

VII. Is the blockade of the city of Ratifbon, 
in ,which the diet of the empire is affcmbled, to 
be raifcd ? 

Such are nearly the points which muft be 
agreed to, in prder that the preliminaries may 
be Ijgned. 

July 17, 1778. 

Madam ANtp SiSTERj 

M. THUGUT has prefented the letter with 

'which he was (Charged by your Imperial and 

royal majefty. -No perfon here knows him, 

nor Ihall^iioy one be informed. that hp has been 

here. .It3V?s worthy of the cbarafter. of your 

Imperial, 
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Imperial and royal majefly to .give tmarl?,s of 
magnanimity and moderation }n a litigious 
affair, after having maiiu^ned.the.fucceffign of 
yoilr anceftors with heroic fortitude, The ten- 
der attachment which your Imperial majefty 
betokens for th€ eoaperor, your ion, and fot 
princes of fo .much merits mwftafcquire you the 
applauie qf all-foeliag hearts; and this, ifpof- 
fible, increafes the high confideration in which 
I hold your facred perfon. Baron Thugut hai 
minuted .dawn :fom!e points, to ierve as a hafi^ 
for '^.fufppnjSpn of arms, I have been obliged " 
tOiadd ilbnxe article?, part of which were before 
agreed on, and others which I imagine will meet 
with np d ifficuky . ^, 3 

In the mean time, ma(Smi, till the anfwer ar- 
rives, I (hall fo' regulate my proceedings that 
Jrour Impi^rial fijajefty ftiall have nothiiig to 
fiaar.for the blood-roy^l, prin behalf of an -em- 
peror, whom I lovjB^nd whorp I refpeft, althougjfi 
,oijr .principle^, difagree, as f^r as .they relate to 
,'the affairs of Germany. 

M, Thugut is immediately, to depart for Vi- 
enna, and I believe that in fix ,or fey en days he 
, may return. I fhall, in the interim, fend.ifor 
fudi minifters .as .are neceflary to <;onclude the 
negotiation, Aould your Imperial majefty deign 
to.flKmfent to forne- neccflary articles, which I 
4 have 
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liave added, in order that the pi'eiiminaries 
may be figned. 

I am, with the highef): confideration. 

Madam and fifter. 

Your Imperial and royal majefty^s 

Good brother and coufin, 

FREDERIC 

Copy of ajecmd Letter fram her Imperial Majefty 
the Emprejs ^een^ Jent under a cover from 
Vrince Gallitzin, without any Letter from that 
Amhajfador. 

July the iiiy 1778. 

Sir, Brother, amp Cousin, 

THUGUT arrived here yefterday, very late, 
and delivered me the letter fipom your majefty, 
dated on the 1 7th inftant. I there, to my great 
fatisfaftion, read fentiments conformable to my 
'Own, relative to peace, as well as the various 
obliging diings you are pleafed to fay. Hav- 
ing informed the emperor of the journey of 
Thugut, I will immediately communicate to him 
the anfwer that has been brought back. I (hall 
haften, as foon as I am able, to fend every ex- 
planation 
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mean time, 

Sir, brother, and coufin. 

Your gbod lifter and eoufin, 

MARIATHERESA- 

ik0 pf the Anjwnr ^ the King to the utove Letter. 

Inly the 25th, 1778. 
Madam and Sister, 

THE, letter whicR your Iniperial and royal 
majefty has had fhe goodnefe to write to me is 
fafely arrived. I (hall virait,> madam, till you 
and yol3l|:^i4aguft fon fliall think proper to de- 
terminis cdncernitfg the prefent fituation pf af* 
fairs, having good reafon to predi<% happy con- 
fequences frasi dieir wiidom and moderation. 
I reiterate to your Imperial and royal majefly 
the afiuranc^ which I have before given you, 
that I fliall fo well regulate my proceedings that 
you may remain undifturbed, concerning the 
fafety of pcrfons who are to you, by right, fo 
dear and precious. Nothing decifivc fliall hap- 
pen beifcMre your Imperial and royal majefty fliall 
liave thought proper to return your anfwer. I 

vol.. iv« X am. 
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am^ with all admiration^ and the higheft con- 
fideration. 

Madam and fifter, «. 

Your Imperial and royal majcfty's 
Good brother and coufin, 

FREDERIC. 

Copy of a Letter from the King to ber Majejiy the 
Emprefs ^een. 

July the aSth, 1778- 

Madam akd Sister^ 

HOWEVER rcluftant I may be to impor* 
tune your Imperial and royal majefty by letters, 
I have nevertheicfs thought it my duty, under 
the prefent circumftances, to lay before you 
iome ideas which I have conceived, relative to 
the general pacification of Germany. I have 
fuppofed themfuch as were moft proper fpcedily 
to conciliate the prefent difputes. Iflibmitthem 
to thefuperior intelligence of your Imperial 
majefty; and even, ftiould you not think them 
acceptable, I intreat you will attribute them 
to nothing but the fincerity with which I enter 
into your pacific views, and the defirelhave to 
fave fo many innqcent people from the misfor- 
tunes and wretchednefe which are th^ inevitable 
7 attendants 
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attendants upon war. I am^ with Sentiments of 
the higheft confideration. 

Madam and lifter. 

Your Imperial and royal majefty's 

Good brother and coufin, 

FREDERIC. 

Co^y of the Propofitions^ armexed to the above Letter^^ 
for a new general Plan of Riconciliation. 

I. Her majefty the emprefs queen (hall re- 
ftore the eleftor pajatinc whatever flie is at pre- 
fcnt poffeffed of, in Bohemia and the Upper 
Palatinate. In return, the eleftor fhall cede to 
her the diftrid of Burghaufen, from Paflau, on 
the banks of the Inn, to the confluence of the 
Salza; and on the banks of the Salza, to the 
frontiers of Salzburg, near Wildftiut; the re- 
Qiainder of the diftridt of Burghaufen, as well as 
the river of the Inn, being to appertain to the 
palatine family. By this means the court of 
Vienna will obtain, without difpute, a great and 
fertile province, which will add to the uni- 
formity of Auftria; a province which is ]bpr- 
dered by a fine river, and which contains the 
fortrefs of Schardingen, with other confiderable 
towns: Bavaria will not be divided in two parts; 
X 2 and 
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and the city of Ratiflbon^ as well as die diet^ will 
remain free. 

II. Should the court of Vie^nw fiad any re- 
pugnance to afford the Palatine boufe indemni- 
fication by the ceding of any diftrift, this £he 
may in fome fort affcd, though in no manner 
proportionate to the eeffion made, by renounc- 
ing her feudalities, or rights of fovereignty, in 
the Upper Palatinate and Saxony, and by pay- 
ing a million of crowns to the eleftor of Saxony; 
The court of Vienna, if Ihe (hafi conform to 
the two laft articles, will fatisfy the eleftor of 
Saxony for his allodial claims, inftead of the 
eledtor palatine, who thus will be releafied frimi. 
the obligations he is under to Saxony, and in 
fome mcafure indemnified for the lofs of' the 
diftrift of Burghaufen. For the further gratifi-* 
cation of the eleftor of Saxony, die fmall princi* 
pality of Mindelheim may be added as t fre^ 
allodial, together with the little difixiS: of Ro*^ 
thenberg, appertaining^ to the Upper Palatihat^,' 
but included within the territory of Numberg,, 
Every confideration of ecjuity, honour* and in- 
tcreft> require that the exchange of the diftri^s^ 
occupied in Bavaria^ tiie fatisfaftion- of the- 
houfe of Palatine and the eied'or of Saxony^ 
and in general the arrangement of the Bava-^ 
rian fucceflion, fliould not be referred* to any 

particular 
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purti^uliu: tli&Uffion at^ ^gociation ; but |haf 
" all (hould be regulated at prefent with the con^ 
currdnce of his majefty, tlie king of Pruflia; as 
the friend and ally of the two faniflies. Thif 
plan may be propofed to them^ and the tw^ 
elefkor^ invited to accede to it, as foon w 
their Imperial majcdies (hall come to terms with 
Ills mi^eity the idng of Pruifia; and there ip 
levery reafon to hope they will not refufe, the 
iiature df the plan and all circuxnftances conr 
fidered. ^ 

III. As (oon as the Bavarian fucceflion (hall 
i)e thiis arranged, her imperial majefty, as well 
^s the eleftor of Saxony, (hall renounces 
^U futur'c clairh^ over Bavaria and the Upp^ 
Palatinate; and the exprefs fucce(rion of thefe 
twb countries (hall be afcertained, without ejg* 
ception, to the princes palatine of Deuxponts, 
.ftfter the prefent line of Sulstbach (hall b^CQmc 
fKtina. I 

IV. The fiefs which have been left vacant 
in the empire, by the death of the laft eleftoi* of 
Bavaria^ (ba]l be conferred on the eledor paUir 
tines iind after him pn the line of Peuxponts«> 

V. Hi§ majefty the emperor will plea(e to 
confer one of thefe fmall fiefs on the dukes of 
Mecklenburg, or otherwife grant them the pri- 
vilege d€ nm afpillando throughout their dutchy^ 

X3 W 
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to indemnify them for their claims over a part 
of the landgraviat of Leuchtenberg. 

VI. Their majeftics, the emperor and the 
cmprefs queen, . will plcafe to renounce their 
rights of feudality, or others, ivhich the crown 
of Bohemia might have in the countries of 
Anfpach and Bareuth, and engage never to 
oppofe the incorporation of the countries of 
Anfpach and Bareuth with the primogeniture 
of the elcdtorate of Brandenbourg. Should his 
majefty the king of Pruffia and the elcftor of 
Saxony come to any agreement for an exchange 
of the countries of Anfpach and Bareuth, in lieu 
of the margraviats of Lower and Upper Lufatia, 
and fome other diftrids, as fliall be ,to them con- 
venient, their Imperial and royal majeftics (hall 
in no manner counteraft fuch exchange, but 
(hall rather, in fuch cafe, renounce all right of 
feudality, reverfion, purchafe, or other claims 
which tliey may have ovep Lufatia entire, or 
over fome parts of the country ; fo that his ma- 
jefty, the king of Pruffia, and his heirs and fuc- 
ccflbrs, may poffefs that country free from all 
claims, on the part of the houfc of Auftria. 

This plan appears conformable to equity, and 
to circumftances, and to be to the utmoft advan- 
tage to the hpufe of Auftria. If thefe articles 
fequld biB agrcy^d on, it will not be difficult to 

form 
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form them into preliminaries, or into a^definitivc 
treaty. 

Cojy of a third Litter from ber Majefty the 
Emprefs ^uten. > 

Auguft tbc 1&0 . ^ 

SiR^ Brother, and Cousin, 

• BARON Thugut was about to depart, on his 
return to your majefty, when your letter, of the 
^8th of July, came to hand, accompanied with 
a new plan of general reconciliation. I had- 
charged him to give every explanation which 
you could have wifhed, and to make reciprocal 
propofitions, on my part, which I imagined 
might lead to our mutual agreement. But 
thofe which your majefty has juft remitted me, 
very much to my regret, fo highly alter the fitua- 
tion of affairs that it is not poflible I (hould im- 
ratediately determine on an anfwer. This I will 
endeavour to give as foon as may be, to inform 
you of which I fend the prefent, begging you to 
remain perfuadedof the confideration with which 
I am. 

Sir, brother, and coufii), 
Yourmajefty's 
Good fifter and coufin, 

M A R I A T H E R E S A. 
. X4 
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Copy of the Kin^s Anfwer to the above iM^ot^ 

Auguftthejtby 1779% 

MadaMj Sistee, anp Cpusiv^ 
I HAVE juft received the letter which your 
roiyal and Imperial majefty has had the goodnefsi 
to write to tnq ; I am fcnfible^ madam^ diat af- 
^irs of fuch importance well demand ferious de- 
liberation. I therefore (hall patiently wait the 
refblutiqns which your royal and Imperial ma- 
jefty (hall tal^ej and wtrich you will deign tc^ 
communicate to nie by the baron Thugut, with 
an affurance of the fehtiments of the higheft cozxi 
fideratioq with which I Ihall ever remain^ 

Mad^Mnji ri(ler» aiod comfm. 

Your Imperial and royal majefty''* 
Good brother and coufin, 

FREDERIC, 

Ca^ of a fourib Luter from ier M^Jtf ^ 
Emprejs S^een. 

Au|^ the 6th« » 
SxRj Brother, a^d 00011119 . ' , . 

IN my letter of the firft- inftant,- I uiformed 
your majefty that I wocdd remit my thoughts o^ 
the propofition of a new plan of ^neral recon- 
ciliation* 
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dliatibti. THuguc is in confequencc chargM 
to lay before you a Hpounterrpropofal on my party 
at once to terminate the miferic^ of a cruel and^ 
deftraftive war. I refer you to what Tiiugut 
jSiall Gopimunkate^ aiid am^ with all confide* 
l^tion, 

Sirj Vother, and coufin, 

Yourm^efty*s 

Good filler and coufin^ 

MARIA THERESA- 

Copy of the Counter-propofal which is menlioneJ 
in the above Letter. ' ' 

THE emprefs queen, not being aftuated by 
views of aggrandifement, and principa,lly defir*- 
ing only the^ fupport of her own dignity, her 
political refpeft, and the balance of power in 
Germany, her faid majefty declares that (he is 
jSifpofed and determined to reftore whatever the. 
lias caiifed her troops to occupy in Bavaria, aiid 
the Upper Palatinate, and to releafe the eleftor 
palatine from the engagements into which hd 
entered with her, by the conventicm of the third 
of January, on condition /ir^ qua non that it (hall 
pleafe his PruflTian majefty to bind himfelf and 
his fucce(rors in due form, not ^ rexmite th^ 

two 



314 PQSTHtTMOXrS WORKS. . 

two margraviats of Bar^th and Anfpach to the 
elder branch of his family^ fo long as any fecOn- 
dary branch (ball remain^ according to the 
Ilipulations in the Pragmatic fwS:ion of the 
houfe of ^Brandcnbourg; which, having been 
confirmed by the emperors and the empire, has 
obtained the force of a public law. As by the 
means of fuch regulation the whole Bavarian 
fucceflion will be reftored to its primitive ftate, 
the difcuffion and judgment of the claims of 
the other interefted parties to the faid fucceffion 
will be remitted to the common courts of juf- 
tice, as prefcribed by the laws and conftitution 
of the empire, conformable to what his Pruffian 
majefty did himfelf from the beginning propofe. 

C(^y of the Anfw^r of the King to the ahove Letter. 

Auguft tkc loth, 1778. 

Madam, Sister, and Cousin, 
M- THUGUT delivered the letter to me 
which your Imperial and royal majefty had the 
goodnefs to write. He delivered in the propo- 
fitions with which he was charged, and, as they 
were not conciliatory, he remarked the diflike 
I tcftified to their acceptance. H? told me thi^t 
there perhaps were ftill other means for the 
pacificatipn of th? troubles of Germany, and 

that 
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that he had been ordered, by your Imperial 
and royal majefty, to make overtures accord- 
ingly# Hearing this, I propofed that he Ihould 
confer with my minifters, in order that it might 
be known whether this laft expedient wpuld be 
mqre fuccefsfiri than the preceding had been* 
Your Imperial and royal majefty will at lead be 
my witnefs that, (houid not this falutary work 
be brought to a happy conclufion, it will be no 
fault of mine. I am, with the highell confide* 
, ration, ' 

Madam, filter, and coulin. 

Your Imperial and royal majefty's 
Good brother and coufin, 
FREDERIC. 



STATE PAPERS, 

That relate to the Negotiation of Brau- 
nau, which, after that of Welfdorf, 
between the King aild the Sieur voa 
Thugut, was carried on at the Convent 
of Braunau, between the Sieur von 
Thugut and the two Pruffian Minifterst 
Count Finckenftein and the Sieur von 
Hertzberg, but which only continued 
from the 13th to the 15th of Auguft, 
when it was interrupted*. 



^ Thefe papers kate already been printed at t^e tad of a 
memorial which is explanatory of their purport»and is entitled^ 
Declaration ukSrieure de S* M, ie Rot dt Pruffe ame Etati dt 
PEmfire au mou JtOSobre X77B; or, << Hie final Dechratioa 
<< ^kisMajefty the King of t^niffiato the Statesof theEmpin^ 
^ in the month of Odober 1778.'* But, as this memorial is 
become fcarce, it is fuppofed proper to reprint the papers here, 
becaufe they throw fo much light on the whole a&ir i>f the Ba^ 
varian fucceffion. 
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No. L Propofition of her Majejly the Emprefs 
^eettj which was remitted to the King by Af. 
von Thugut, at the camp of Weljdorfy in Bo- , 
hemiay the nth of Auguji 1778, and afterward 
to the PruJ/ian Minijiers of Braunau. As the 
Sieur von Thugiit confejfed him/elf that it had 
been declined by the King at JVelfdorf it was 
only produced., but was thrown aftde, and he 
immediately made the Propofition which is con- 
tained under No. IL 

THE propofition No. I. is the fame which 
has already been cited page 3 1 3; it is there- 
fore omitted here, and only noticed as a part of 
the negotiation. 

iSto. IL Propojitions of her Majejiy the Emprefs 
^eeny which M. von Thugut^ remitted to the 
Minijiers of the King, during the firft Confe- 
rence held at the Consent of Braunau, in Bo^ 
mia, jiuguft the 1 3/^, 1778.. 

t. The 
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I. The empr^ qaeen w]^ v^Bsia& the ad^i^att* 
tages ^hich ought to refult to her from hct 
claims over the Bavarian (uccpflion^ and her 
convention made with the cfcdter paiatme, to 
the acquifition of a revenue of no more than 
one ^nillion of florinfa 

II. The " eleftor palatine and the palatine 
fioufe, in return, (hall cede to the emprefs 
queen^ and* (hall fefpeftively exchange with 
her, that part of Bavaria and of the Upper Pala- 
tinate included within the limits which are here 
immediately indicated,. 

The line of demarcation fliall begin, befide 
Kufftein^ in the county of Tyrole ; it ftiall fol- 
low the courfe of the Inn, as far as Waflerburg ; 
from thence it (hall be continued toward Land* 
* fliut, to Lanckwat; afterward to Perbing, Do* 
nauftauf, Nittenau, Neuburg, and RetZi as far 
as Waldmunchen^' along the high road which 
leads to Toms, in Bohemia* 

This ceffion (ball be made in the following 
manner^ An exaA edimate (hall be obtaine4 
of the whole revenues of that extent of country. 
The eftimate fliall be. made on the ipot, uccord^ 
ing, to the original accounts of the gptcral receipts y 
as they exiji in the revenue accents of Munich. 
It (hall be regulated and verified. bjr a commif- 
fion, compofed of a commiffioner on the part of 
3 * ' * the 
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the enipreft qyeen, another oii the part of th^ 
tledlor palatine, and a third appointed by the 
duke de Deuxponts, 

The eftimate being made^ there Ihall be a 
pn-kvy '^ cfd million (ff florins for the freciput^\ 
wbicb the emprefs queen fiull r^erve to berfelfi 
and her faid majeflty iliall make an exa^ft and 
faithful comp^nfation^ for any furplus contained 
in this ceffion, to the elc&Or palatine of other j 

]pofiefiions equal in revenue, and in fuch a man* |! 

toer as the three conuhiflioners, above mention*- ^ 

ed, (hall freely and fully agree on, anaong them- ^^ 

felves. 

The cniprcrs qtiefen Ihall, ift particular, cede 
to the eleftor palatine whatever (he poffeflcs in 
the circle of Suabia, provided that the revenues 
of the ftew acquifition, which (be (haU make in 
Bavaria and the Upper Palatinate, after a dc^ 
dudion of her preciput oi a revenue of a million 
of florins, be fouod equal in revenues to hex 
afbrefaid poffcffions in Suabia; the eftimate of 
which (hall in like manner be proved, by an 
examination of the original ftatement of the re- 

♦ A pitft dc^ufted prevloul to the divifion of the remaia- 
dcr. T. 

f The previous deduftidn from the whole; nearly fynony- 
inous to pre4cvy» T. 

VOL, IV. Y ccipt3. 
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I. The empr^ (}ueen wUl leeS^iSt the acWaii* 
tages which ought to refult to her from hcf 
claims over the Bavarian (uccpffion^ and her 
convention made with the cledtor palatine, to 
the acquifition of a revenue o£ no more than 
one piillioa of fiosias* 

II. The'eleftor palatine and the palatine 
Boufe, in return, (hall cede to the enjprefs 
queen, and' (hall fefpeftively exchange with 
her, that part of Bavaria and of the Upper Pala- 
tinate included within the limits which are here 
immediately indicated. 

The line of demarcation (hall begin, befide 
Kufftein, in the county of Tyrole ; it ftiall fol- 
low the courfe of the Inn, as far as Waflerburg ; 
from thence it (hall Be continued toward Land* 
* (hut, to Lanckwat; afterward to Perbing, Do* 
nauftauf, Nittenau, Neuburg, and Retz, us far 
as Waldmunchen^* along the high road which 
leads to Ton^s, in Bohemia* 

This cefflon fhall be made in the following 
manner* An exad: eftimate (hall be obtaii]^ 
of the whole revenues of that extent of country. 
The eftimate (ball be. made on the ipot, accord^ 
ing. to the original accounts of the general receipts, 
as they exift in the revenue accents of Munich. 
It (hall be regulated and verified.by a commif- 
fion, compofed of a commilEoner on the part of 
3 * ^ 'the 
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the enipreft queen, another oh the part of th? 
feledor palatine, and a third appointed by the 
duke de Deuxponts, 

The eftimate being made, there fliall be a 
pre-kvy * of a million df floHnsfor the preciputy\ 
which the emprefs quern Jball r^erve t^ herfelfi 
and her faid majcfty jQull make an cxaft and 
faithful comptnfation, for any furplus contained 
in this ceffidn, to the elcftOr palatine of other 
J)ofleflions equal in revenue, and in fuch a man* i 

toer as the three comifaifiioners, above mention- ' 

fed, Ihall freely and fully agree on, among them- ^ 

fclves. 

The eniprcfe qUefen fliall, in particular, cede 
to the elcftor palatine whatever (he poffefles in 
the circle of Suabia, provided that the revenues 
of the ijew icquifition, which (he (haU make in 
Bavaria and the Upper Palatinate, after a do- 
dudion of her preciput q£ a revenue of a million 
of florins, be found cquil in revenues to her 
aforefaid poffcffions in Suabia; the eftimate of 
which Ihall in like manner be proved, by an 
fexaminadon of the original ftatcment of the rc- 

* A part de4uAed previourto llic divifion of the remaia- 
dcr. T. 

^ The previous deduftion from the whole; nearly fynony« 
mous to pre4evy* T. 
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and relcafe the elcftor palatine from the engagew 
ments into which he entered with her, by the 
convention of the third of Jantrary, on condi* 
tkm>S^^ qua mn that it (hall pleafe his Pruffi^ 
majelly to bind himfelf and his iucceflbrs, in 
due fomij not to reunite the two margraviats of 
Bareuth land Anfpach to the elder branch of hb 
family, fo long as any fecondary branch (hall 
remain, according to the ftipulations in the Prag-r 
niatic fanftkm of the houfe of Brandenbotrrg^ 
whicb,^ having hctn confirmed by the emperors 
and the empire has obtained the force of a 
public taw. This propofition is inadnuf&ble> 
for the reafons which liavc already fo often been 
alleged and explained in the conferences held 
at BerHn* The fucceflion to the margraviats 
of Anfpach and Bareuth inconteflably appertaic^ 
to the houfe of Brandenbourg only. It alone 
appertains to that houfe to regulate the order of 
its fuccelfion; and that order has been regu- 
lated by the unanimous confent of all the num- 
bers of the laid houfe. The pretended Prag- 
matic fanAion is nothing more than the wHl of 
the eledor Albert I. which was made by that 
eleftor, and was confirmed, at his requeft, 
by the emperor Frederic III. It therefore was 
capable of being altered,, and has been altered 
by his fuccefTors, with the unanimous con- 
f(?ry: of the members of the houfe of Bran- 

denbourg* 



BAVAllIAN StATt PAPISftS. 32J 

jdcnboiM-g. The Imperial Gonfirmation, which 
is only a cviftottiary formality, can have no force, 
eatcept in favour of the parties intereftcd, which 
are the princes of Brandenbourg only, and by 
whom it has been renounced; it is incapable of 
being appealed to by any other ftate of the em- 
pire, not irtterefted in that order of fuccelfion{ 
and, for the fame reafon, no fuch ftate has ahy 
right to interfere in> or to difpofe of, that fuo- 
ceffion* The fame may be affirmed of the em- 
pire, the ccncorrence of which to the aforefatd 
confirmation of Frederic III. confifts in thefim«- 
ply announcing that confirmation, and avowing 
that it had been made with the confent of tht 
empire^ 

From all thefe confiderations, his majefty thfe 
king of Pruffia never can admit of any parity, 
or compenfation, between the regulated order 
of die inconteftable fucceffion of his houft, t6 
the margraviats of Bareuth and Anfpach, ahd 
the unfounded claims, made by the houfe of 
Auftria, to the Bavarian fucceffion, which ap- 

. pertains only to the Palatine houfe, as has beeh 
proved, in both cafes, in the moft evident mari- 
ner. Equity will not admit the refofal of the 
aforefaid propofition to be attributed to any un- 

^juft defirc of aggrandifement, which may be 

4angerous to*neighbouring princes. The king 

y 3 " l^as 
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has given proofs that arc fu&cicntly convincing 
of his difintereftednefsy through the whole courfe 
of the preceding negotisttion^ by infifting only 
on the intercft of hi5 allies, without fceki^g any 
perfonal advantage. His majefty is, befide, too 
well perfuaded of the great knowledge, and dig- 
nified fentiments, of her majefty the emprefs 

, queen, to imagine that this augufl fovereign 
can either envy or previoufly conteft a legitimate 
fucceffion to the houfe of Brandenbourg, which 
is itfelf uncertain and diftant ; or that (he can 
attach to this the fupport of her dignity, her po- 
litical refpect, or the balance of power in Ger- 
many. 

The obfervation with which the firft propq- 
fition concludes would be good, and coifform* 
able to the juftice and the intentions of the king, 
if the propofed arrangements could be reconciled 
to the inconteftable claims of the houfe of Bran^ 
denbourg. This arrangement is aljo mentioned in 

Juch a manner tbaty if the thing could be called in 
quejiion^ it would Jiill remain doubtful whether^ 
under the name of the parties interejiedj the court 
of Vienna did not mean to refume her claims y and 
to render them effeSual byfome other mode^ equally 

prejudicial. 

The fecond part of the alternative propofed 

by M. von Thugut contains a new arrange- 

z mcnt. 
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IQ^t^ according to which the emprefs queen 
wiihes to acquire thofe diftrids, of Bavaria and 
the Upper Palatinate, which are exprefCsd in 
the fegond article of the aforesaid prpppfitions. 
We have only to conipar^ the liiie of demarca- 

defcribed in th^t article, with the map 
^yaria, to fee, at a glance, how immenfe 

; dangi^rgus fqch aipi apquifition would be 
to the W^ple empire; and hQv prejudicial this 
prop<^d aVrangement would be to the Palatine 
houf^, and annihilate its political ^itiftipnce. 

The court of Vienna would interfeft Bavaria 
by a line extending from the county of Ty^ole 
to Bohemia. She would thereby obtain, not 
only all the Lower Bavaria, over which (he 
forms claims, but alfo a great part of Upper 
Bavaria, to which (he had hitherto made no 
preteniions. She would acquire, though not 
the greateft part of Bavaria and the Upper Pa- 
latinate, at lead the moil fertile, rich, and po- 
pvilous; containing the rivers of the Danube, 
the Ifer, the Inn> and the Saltza, with the rich 
fait works of Reichenhall; and (he would leave 
the Palatine houfe only the worft part of thef? two 
dutchies, which would con(i(l Qf wood and fand, 
and whic^ could not be fupported without the 
aid of the other part, on which it mufl always be 
dependent j and this worft p^ir? ipuft n^v^r^bcr 
T4 lefii 
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lefs remain encumbex^ with an invnenfe b\UH 
then of debts. 

That part of Ba^ria the celfion of which i^ 
flemanded^ and the pHncipal worth of whicl^ 
confifts in its contiguity and intrinfic qualities^, 
never could be paid for by diftant and fcattere4 
equivalents, the (f opeities of which are in every 
rWlpeA inferior, Jn genera}, the whole method 
propbfed for the acqmfiwon of that part of Ba- 
i^ria which is required^ and efpecially for the 
furplus of the Auftrian claims, by an eflimate 
in revenues, and eqviivaieiit compenfations, is, 
as novel as it is prejudicial in its confequences. 

Firft, t)ic coprt of Vipma has' no well foundetl 
claims on any part of Bavaria; had (he any ftich» 
diey would rejate to fome detenninate diftri^ 
of the country, and not .to a million of reve- 
nues. If, during the conferences of the preced- 
ing negqtiatibn, any mention has been made of a 
certain revenue, the granting the court of Vienna 
a preciput was never thought of; but determi- 
nate territory has been always offered, and other 
equivalent determinate territories have in return 
fceen demapded; admitting, for the love of 
peace, equivalents inferior to the countries 
ceded, and thus fupppfing that the court of 
Vienna would gain, by this mode, the preciput 
pf revenue which (he keeps in view. To con* 

vince 
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tdnce ourielyes of what dangerous coofequenco 
it would be to tke Pa|adM houfe to make an 
fslEdmaXe, in prefent revenues, of the countries 
fo jbe ceded| we have only to remember that Ba? 
irana ha$ notoriously hitherto been the cquntry 
worft gOYe|-ned of any all Gfermany contains; 
(o that a diftrjA which^ at prefent^ yields no 
piocc than a million of revenue, would foon 
yield dpuf^le, and triple, to the court of Vienna; 
fifkd the Pala^ne hqiife would thus lofe that 
which th|^ houfe of Axaftria would gain. 

If likewife the eftimate and the exchange ii| 
(queftion were to be referred to a commiflioni 
that (hould be formed by the commiflioners of 
fhe emprefi queen« the eleftor palatine, and 
the duke de Deuxponts, the Palatine houfe, 
fmd efpecially the houfe of the duke de Deux*- 
poms, wpuld be eicpofed to remote and uncer- 
tain accidents, the confequences of which will 
^afily be perceiycd, without being here dwelt 
lupon^ and phe kiqg this way would lofe the 
yery end of hi? interference. 

A like reference of the general arrangement 
pf the Bavarian fucceflion would not permit of 
any agreement, in the prefent negotiation, that 
pould be fatisfadory to the eleftor of Saxony, 
according to the propofition of M. vonThugut, 
jn the fourth article; and, in general, the regu- 

lations 
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lations that he has propofed would entirely dlT* 
enable the Palatine houfe from contributing to 
the iatisfaftion of the houfe of Sazpny. 

If we wi(h to weigh with equity, and without 
prejudice, all the confideratjons which have been 
alleged in this abftraft, it cannot be thought 
ftrange that his majefty is unable to agree to 
thefe propofitions; and to an arrangement which 
would, after an enormous manner, difmember 
the important dutchy of Bavaria, which would 
almoft be deftruftive to the Palatine houfe, and 
which would deprive it of the greateft and the 
mofl ineflimable part of what is indubitably its ^ 
patrimony; an arrangement to which, for thefe 
reafons, the duke de Deuxponts would never 
confent, as he has pofitively declared; which 
would take away all means of procuring the. 
houfe of Saxony any reafonable fatisfa&ion, for 
its allodial claims; an arrangement which would 
obtain the houfe of Auftria an exorbitant aggran- 
difement, without any valid pretenfions ; which 
would overthrow the whole balance of power 
in Germany; and by its confequences affcdt the 
freedom and fafcty of all the empire, and its 
fyftem, as it alfo would thofe.of the king, and 
thus would be, in every refpeft, direftly oppofite 
to the dignity and moft effential interefts of his 
majefty, as well as to the engagements into 

which 
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ivhich he has entered^ and the end that he has 
propofed to qbtsdn, by his interference in the 
affairs of Bavaria. 

The king does juftice to the fentiments of 
her majefty the emprefs queen, and is perfuaded 
that her inclination for the prefervation of peace 
is as pure and fincere as bis own ; but; his ma- 
jefty regrets that the propofitions which have 
been made, in her name, do not correfpond to 
fo falutary a defire. 

During the preceding negotiation, the lung, 
for the love of peace, offered his endeavours to 
procure her majefty, the emprefs queen, by a 
general regulation of the Bavarian fucceffion, a 
ceffion of two confidcrablc diftrifts of Bavaria, 
which are advantageoufly fituated to render the 
countries of Bohemia and Auftria uniform, in 
lieu of equivalents in other countries of inferior 
quality. In the prefent negotiation, his majefty 
has offered one of thcfe diftrids in lieu of a very 
inconfiderable equivalent in money, and a ceffion 
of rights that are of no value, without requiring 
any equivalent of country; and he imagines he 
has given very evident proofs of his great mo- 
deration, and his fincere defire to yield to their 
Imperial majefties, and contribute to their fatis- 
faftion. But, as none of thefe propofitions have 
been accepted, his majefty now cannot refrain 

from 
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from retracing ; and he waits till a change of 
principles Ihall conduce to a more fortunate, 
and a more efficacious negotiation. 

Ai. /^. ^ Nvn remitted iy the Baron Tbugut 
to tbeMinifiers of the Kingy on the i^tb of Au^ 
fufly \ 778, after they hadjent him the Jnfwer 
of the X^ing to the ProfqfitiofiS ff the Emfr^ 
^een. 

BARON Thugut is vrery fincercly afflided by 
the rupture with which the prefcnt negotiation^ 
which fcarcely h^ be?n begun, is threatened j 
and which apparently will retard fhe very defirable 
end of the misfortunes that have been occa- 
fioned, by the mifunderftandings between the two 
courts. TJjat his ?eal may leave nothing un- 
attemptedi apd that he may provp the upright 
intentions of the eir^prefs queen, he thinks pro- 
per to declare, according to the inftruftions 
given him by her Imperial majefty, that the 
principal end of her faid majefty, in the limits 
which have been propofed for tjxe ceffion and 
refpeftive exchange in Bavaria, was not any 
purpofe of aggrandifemeht, but ratjier that oi 
communication, and a convenient rounding (or 
connexion) between her different ftates; and 
which apparently might have been obtainedj, 

without 
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wldbout prejudice to the Palatine houfe, by 
means of the exaft and faithful compenfation» 
which has been ojffered, of all which (hall exceed 
a revenue of a million of florins; that con(e- 
quently if, in order to efFeft the ceflTion of the 
mutual exchange which relates 19 Bavaria, a. 
plan of limits fimiiar to that which is indicated 
on the annexed map* (hall be judged accept- 
able, he will purfue the negotiation with plea- 
fure, on the fuppofition of the propofed d9i- 
mate; and, if Cuchan eflimate, notwithilanding 
the eafe and exaftnefs which apparently muft 
rcfult from it, in what relates to compenfation, 
fliould be abfolutely judged inadmiffible, he 
will write to Vienna to requeft new orders, that 
he may be authorifed to propofe fuch equiva- 
lents as (hall accord with the principle which 
has hitherto been acknowledged by the court of 
Berlin; namely, that it is juft that a reafonable 
advantage (hould accrue to her m^efty, the 
cmprefs queen, from her claims on the Bavarian 

* The new liae of demarcation which was propofed by M« 
von Thuguty when he fent the above note, was traced fromi 
Kufftein, along the Inn, by Wafferburg, Muldorff, Maickt, 
Pfcurkirchen, Ofterhoven, Deckendorff, Vichtacfa, and Wald* 
munchen, as far as the frontiers of Bohemia. It was marked 
with red ink, like the firft, on a map, by Homann, and a cc^y 
•vras taken. 

fucceffion. 
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fuccciiionj and the convention into which (ht 
had entered with the eleftor palatine. 

Braunauy Auguft the ijth, 1778* 

No. F. Anjwer of the Pruffian Minijiry, to the 
Note of the Baron von ^bugut. 

THE king's minifters have examined> with 
the moft ardent zeal for the re-eftablifhment of 
a good intelligence between the two courts, the 
note which was fent them from the baron von 
Thugut, after having received the anfwer of his 
majefty to the new propofitions of her majefty 
the emprcfs queen. They regret that they can- 
not find any thing in the note which may lead 
to any change in the above anfwer. Although 
the extent of territory that is there demanded be 
lefs than that contained in the preceding pro- 
pofitions, flill it includes a part of the Danube, 
the whole courfe of the rivers Inn and Saltza, . 
the half of the diflxift of Straubihg, and the 
whole fertile and confiderable diftrift of Burg- 
haufen, with the fait works of Reichenhall, 
which are abfolutcly ncceflary to Bavaria, and 
of too much importance to find any equivalent 
whatever. 

Any eftimate of the territories of Bavaria, 
according to their prefent revenues, never can ' 

take 
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lake place, without cxbrbitantly turning to the 
advantage of the houfe of Auftria, and too 
heavily to the lofs of rhe Palatine houfe, for the 
rea(bns that have already been alleged; which 
are, that the adminiftration of thefe countries 
has hitherto been fo defeftive ; and that^ .under 
a better adminiftration, they would, in a (hort 
time, produce a furplus too great to be able to 
^ftiniate the value of the country itfelf, or to 
proportion it to the value of another country, 
the taxation of which has been extended as far 
as poflible. 

The fuppofed principle that her majefty the 
emprefs queen ought, in confequence of her 
claims on the Bavarian fucceflion, and her con- 
vention with the eleftor palatine, to pre-levy a 
million of revenues for the exchange in queftion, 
is a fuppofition which has never been acknow- 
ledged by the court of Berlin, and which never , 
can be admitted. Neither has any acknow- 
ledgment been made of the claims of the 
houfe of Auftria on Bavaria. It has been (hewn, 
in the preceding anfwer, that the advantage of 
her majefty, the emprefs queen, muft be placed 
to the account of the intrinfic qualities of the 
countries which (lie (hall obtain by the exchange; 
not including the benefit, which likewife is fuf- 
ficiently great, that will rcfult from contiguity 

and 
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and uniformity of frontier. Were the millitfi 
of florins to be prc-lcYied from the diminiflijcd 
portion of Bavaria^ as demanded in the laft: 
note, and efpecially were it eftimaced accord^ 
ing to its prefent revenues^ the equivalent of 
the Palatine houfe would be fo highly dimi^ 
niOied that it would be reduced to fomething 
of fmall confequence* In fine, any reference 
to exchanges that are yet to make, and iit 
general to the conclufive arrangement of the 
fucceflion of Bavaria, without the concurrence 
of the king, is contrary to the end which hi^ 
xhajefty propofed by his interference^ and to 
that of a flable and well-founded accommoda^ 
tion, fuch as muft be fuppofed agreeable to 
both courts* 

When all thefe confiderations are united^ it 
will be found that the fame impediments, which 
have rendered the preceding propofitions of the 
court of Vienna inadmiflible, are equally ob* 
flruftive of the new plan, delivered by the baroa 
von Thugut. Her majefty the emprefs queen 
would equally obtain, by that arrangement, 
not a mere line of communication between her 
ftates, which already fufficiently fubfifts indc* 
pendent of that acquifition, but rather a too 
confiderable aggrandifement, given gratis, and 
deftitute. of claim. Nothing further therefore 

3 ^*" 
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can be done but to refer to the firft anfwer, 
which was this morning prefented to the baron 
von Thugut, and to wait for a change, of 
principles, which (hall lead to more favourable 
circumflancesj in behalf of a future negotiation, 

£rauoau, Auguftthc ijtb, 1778. 
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NEVER did the public affairs of Europe 
merit greater attention than they do at 
pjcefent. At the conclufion of obltinate wars 
the ftate of empires is changed^ and their poll* 

* Frederic IL compofed this effay when prince royaly in 
the year 1736 f and it remains a proof of the vaft knowledge 
he had then acquired. There ftill exifts a correfpondence 
between him and the marlhal, and minifter of ftate, von 
Grmnbkow, continued from the year 1733 to the death of 
the general) in I739f on the tran&Aionsof thetimet»inwhidi 
ihe minifter imparted whatever was done by government 
to the prince* and his royal highneft repliol by the moft fub* 
tie and juft refleftions* ^ 

Z3 ticai 
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tical views zrt changed at the fame time* Ne\r 
projefts take birth, new alliances arc treated of, 
and £ach individually takes fucb meafures aa arc 
fuppofed the moft proper, for the execution <rf 
ambitious deiigns. 

Like as it is worthy the curiofity of the rea* 
fonablfc maA td ptntxittt the fecrct Tccdres of 
the heart, to fearch its windings, and to difcover 
cffeAs in their cauies, fo is it neceflary that a 
prince, if he be in any degree defirous erf" ac* 
q^ring fame in Europe, (hould watch the con* 
duft of courts, fhould inform bimfelf of the 
true interefb of kingdoms, and take precautions 
to wreft, as it vere, from the policy of minifters 
and of courts, thofe plans they in their prudence 
ire preparing, and whith they, by diflfimxi&- 
tfofa, cohteal fibm the public iftfpeaidiw 

As an abfe itiichamc is Mk iatisfied witk 
looking at the o^&de ctf a watch, but ope^s ife^ 
and examines its fprings and wheels, fo an able 
politician applies fcimfelf to vmd«rftand «ht ptr- 
manent principles of court^^ the engines of the 
politics of each prince, and the fburces of future 
)evait6» He leayes nothing to chance t his 
tni^cbfident mind ibrtfees the future^ and from 
thii chftfi^ of ca^ufcS 5f)ehetrates eV«3i to the meft 
ages* In a word, it is tiie palt of prtr-^ 

dence 



dfence to kno\Jir aU things^ in otder that ^U thiag) 
Inay be judged^ aftd evSry precaution taken. 

Confidering the lethargy in which fevcral of 
|he princes oJF fiui-ope ^exift^ I haVe im?^gined it 
woul4 not be unfeafoQablfe to draw a fketdi o( 
the pitfent ftiite of the Body-politip. Kot thap 
I have the j)refumption to fuppofe I am more 
enlightened than numerous minifters, whofe vaft 
knowledge and long experience^ in ppi^cal a£- 
iairs^ will always appear refpeftable in my eyes^ 
$Xid infinitely fuperior to the little I have ^-^ 
' iquired. I mean no more than to communicate 
my opinion to the public. 

Should my reafoning be fbund to be juft it 
inay then be of advantage^ and this is all J aik« 
If on the contrary it &ould be incongruous and 
faJfe, it need only be rejefted j I fliall at leaft 
have afforded myfelf fome amufement« 

To obtain a juft idea of what is at present paf- 
fihg in Europe, it is neceflary to go back, and 
begin at the fountain-head* 

At the clofe cf the campaign c^the year 1 735, 
the negotiations between the courts of Vienna 
iMid Verfailles date their coomiencement. The 
operations of war were fufpended, and the inte- 
refts of the two courts, inft^id of being decided 
by the fword, were accommodated by the pen. 
Neith^ Spain ^or the king pf Sardinia at firft 
Z 4 acceded 
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acceded to that negotiation, and it is to be re- 
' marked that Spain did not fubfcribe to it, till 
after the fall of the fieur Chauvclin. 

The war was much lefs hot on the Rhine than 
in Italy. The dmperor may be faid to have 
extorted the declaration of war made by the 
ilates of the^ empire, in the year 1733, atRatif- 
bon. The eledion of Poland, being difturbed 
by troops encamped on the confines of Silefia 
•and ready to enter this kingdom, had occafioncd 
a divifion among the bilhops and palatines, the 
greateft number of whom took part with Stanif- 
lans. The provinces of Germany were in no 
manner interefted in thefe diforders. The em- 
peror had ralhly enough entered into an obliga- 
tion, by a fecret treaty with Ruffia and Saxony, 
to place the eleftor, Auguftus III.* on the 
throne of Poland. The Imperial minifters, 
not perhaps forefeeing the confequences of the 
ftep he had taken, and, contrary* to the advice 
of prince Eugene, relying on the pacific cha* 
rader of the cardinal de Fleiiri', had too incon- 
fiderately engaged their mafker in an affair of fo 
' much- confequertcc. The emperor had fingly, 

¥r 'piig French t€xt reads Auguftus II. which, as his title 
of elcftor and not that of king of Poland immediately precedes 
.his name, is certainly erroneous. Sec Advertifement, by the 
Tranflator, to the Hiftory of my own Times. T. 

in 
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in cohjundtion with Ruflia^ and without the 
participation of the empire, interfered in the 
troubles of Poland; he ought therefore fingly 
to have extricated himfelf. 

France who, on the other fide, had with all 
poflible prudence laboured, after the death of 
the duke regent, to eftablifli the diforder of her 
affairs, had been fo far fuccefsful that the finances 
were in an excellent ftate, the ftore-houfes were 
provided with all neceffaries, and the troops 
were in the very condition that might have 
been defired. The fituatidn of the kingdom 
was fo fortunate, in confequence of thefe ad- 
vantages, that it was able to profit by any new 
occurrence. 

The death of Auguftus II. furnifhcd a fpe- 
cious pretext to interfere in the affairs of Poland; 
and, if not to execute, to difplay thofe vaft pro- 
je&s which had been conceived, ripened, and 
digefted by policy. France negledted nothing; 
(he aided opportunity; (he put herfelf in a (late 
to a6t with fuccefs ; (he entered into an alliance 
both with Spain and Sardinia.. By her fecret 
' praftices (he difpofed fome princes of Germany 
toward a kind of neutrality. She lulled the 
maritime powers; after which (he publi(hed a 
manifefto of her conduA, and attacked the em- 
peror, who was in fome fort the aggreflbr,sCon- 

• fidering 
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fidering the troubles that he had fomented iti 
Fokuid^ and which hi* armies were ready to 
(upp<Mt9 if h^ had not been himfelf aiiaulted. 

The emperor perceiving himfelf on the ev^ 
of dapger^ &om all fide&^ fet every engine in 
motion, that he might induce the empire tp 
participate his fortune^ All the moil able ne* 
gotiators were employed, by the miniftry of* 
Vienna, to invite the empire to declare war 
tgainil France. The intention of the emperor 
was, firil, to draw fuccour from the empire, and 
next, to have divided the forces of France. He 
had already been attacked by the French in 
ltaly» where he could not but have been over^ 
whelmea. It will not be amifs juft to remark 
that, had not the empire taken any part in the 
war> it would have been iboQer ended^ The eqv 
peror would have Igfl: whatever the allies had 
conquered in Italy, but JU)f rain could not have 
been difinembered from the empife^ witliout 
f;;iving birth to other brpil^, and eJtciting con-^ 
flagration anew. 

The war was carried ott with great lang^jor 
in Germany, on the one part becayfe the policy 
cf the court of Verfailiejs would not give uni* 
brage to the iwaritime powers, .which would un- 
doubtedly have declared in feyour of the em-^ 
peror, if his affairs had become defperate, and 

on 
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on th6 other from a complication of dif- 
ferent caufes, the particulars of which cack 
campaign fumi(hedy and which difabled the 
emperor from.afting with vigour on the Rhin^ 
In Italy, the Spaniards had feized on the 
kingdom of Naples, and on Sicily; and the 
French, aided by the Piedmontefe troops^ had 
over-run the Milaneft, and almoft the whole of 
Lombardy ; and, as it was a daufe in the treaty 
between the three allied crowns to divide At 
fpoils of the emperor in Italy, chefe powers were 
each, with all imaginable activity, endeavotirii^ 
to put thdr vaft defigns in execution. Tet I 
dare affirm that it was the ill ftate in which the 
T()rovinces of the ^nperor at that time were, 
which moft contributed to the good fortune of 
the allies. The reafon of the fall of the greateft 
empires has ever been die fame* It is ever to 
be found in the conftitutional debility o£ (uck 
empires. The date of the decline of the Romaa 
empire was atthe time when thei« was no longer 
any order among the troops, when dtfcipliiie 
wasiabolifhed, and when the precautions whidi 
prudence ditftates for the fafety of kingdoms 
irere negleflred. The lofles which die emperor 
}MLd lately fuife^ in Italy originated in the 
ikme princii^s. There was no army to flop 
^epro^efsoftheamnyi there were no maga- 
zines; 
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zioes; no troops^ fufficient to maintain the for-^ 
crefles; no able commanders for the defence of 
places ; in fine the emperor had loft, in three 
campaigns, what he had only acquired by eight 
fucccffive years of war. 

It might have been fuppofed that, after fo 
many defeats, the emperor would have been the 
firft to have folicited for peace; but let not the 
world deceive itfelf i let it learn better to under- 
stand the pacific and difinterefted fpirit of the 
cardinal minifter; and let this be fpoken to the 
^honour of France, and as a teftimony of her 
moderation; the vigors, loaded with laurels, 
and apparently fatigued by conqueft, made 
offers of peace to their vanquiflied.foe, the enir 
peror. 

- It is to be prefumed that marflial Villars com-* 
anunicated his fyftem to the cardinal, according 
.to the plan inferted in his memoirs; and that 
the cardinal, having adopted the opinipns of 
this great man, aflumed them as principles on 
which to eftablifli a perfed and permanent unioh, 
.between the emperor and France; in imitation 
:of the triumvirate formed by Auguftus, Aa- 
thoflyt and Lepidus. The wholp world knows 
jthis. triumvirate was ftrengthencd ,by profcrip- 
tioDs; .thus the firft article of the preliminaries of 

-peace i>eftowf4 ^? P^A^^P^^^f ,^^ dutchy of 

l-iOrrain, 



COMSXQBRATXOyS OH POLITICS. 349 

jLorsain, which wa$ difipeinbercd frotn the on- 
pirc, on France, 

The emperor, that he might obtain peace, 
ftripped his fon-in-law of his hereditary {tates. 
The facrifice feemed fufficieptly great to excite, 
by a fpepie? of rieciprocity, proportionate grati- 
tude; but, to continue the comparifon, it i$ to 
be prefumed that France will in time play the 
part of Auguftus. 

To confider this (event fimply in itfelf, ancj 
unaccompanied by fome refledions which the 
fubjed: will fupply, would be of Uttle ufe. And 
firft, with refpeft to tl>e French, we perceive a 
uniform well-connefted fyftem of politics, which 
pcyer yarie§. When they concluded the peace 
piF Utrecht, their purpofe only was to recom- 
inence the war; though not immediately, bc- 
piufe they \ksA loft their fame, their finances 
were eifh^uftcd, aijd they had not yet brought 
fiffairs to phat degree of maturity which they 
wiftied; but it wa5 not the lefs their intention 
p watch th^ mor^eni; at which they might at-- 
tack the emperof, 'vyifh advantage. 

At this time, there was a general prejudice 
which was infinitely injurious to the defigns of 
France. This hurtful prejudice was founded 
on an old e;rror, which by being perpetuated 
acquired increafing force. It w^ ^imov^ed 

that 



diat France afpired to univerfid oxmarchf ; bf 
which a^eirtion however France was greatly 
wronged. That fingle opinion had impeded 
ail the magnificent projefts of Louis XIV. and 
did not a little contribute to lower his power. 
It was abfolutely neceflary Co deftroy a preju* 
dice fo penucjousi afid (o tff^^f fts very remeai:- 
brance. 

That fortune which prefides over the happU 
neis of the French^ or^ to fpeak in the ftyle 
of the priefthood^ that guardiap angel who 
watches for their aggrandifement, contributed 
to deftroy an opinio^ (o prejudicial to die in-» 
tcrofts of France. 

Louis XIV. whofe ambition had fo often 
made Europe tremble^ after having felt a reverie 
of fortune toward the clpC; of his reign, ended 
-lus glorious careen The empire was committed 
to guardianfhip, and the government was ien« 
fible oi the feeblenefs of its monarch, and of all 
the misfortunes inieparably aimexed'td^^^nin^ 
tity. The duke regent, s^i pnlig^tened pinSR||;^ 
who was in pofleflion of all the qualities whicH 
are the delight of fociety, and make the fortune 
of private perfons, had not enough of that for- 
titude which is abfolutely reqtiifite to thofe to 
whom the government of empires is confided. 
He embroiled the domeftic «fl&in of the hation, 

.3 by 
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by thofe famous (lock-jobbiag fchemes which ' 
ruined Ahnoft the kingdom and the people^ indi* 
vidually, whofc money found its way into tl^e 
royal tr^ury^ and into the hands of fome of the 
clerks of law, 

The du^e de Bourbon became regent after 
the death of the duke d'Orleans; but this wa$ 
only a temporary regency. Cardinal de Flcuri 
foon was his fubftitute ; who, taking the helm^ 
not only repaired the date of the finances, and 
the internsd loffes of the nation, but by his abi- 
lities, the duftility of his mind, and his ap- 
parent moderation, acquired the reputation of 
teing a juft and pacific minifter. In order to 
underftand the profundity and wMdom of his 
tbnduft, it is neceflary to remark that nothing 
more cfFedually attrads the confidence of men 
than a generous and difinterefted charader. 
This charadter the cardinal fo well fupported 
that Europe, or rather the whole world, was 
p^rfuaded it was juftly his due. 

Jflltions that were in the vicirjty of fo good 
a neighbour were lulled in peace; and thofe 
piinifters who had acquired the moft fame for 
their political abilities had made it bne of their 
Invariable principles that, while the cardinal 
(hould live, in confequence of his great age and 
\j^^ {>ftci^c charafter^ ^o Ambitious enterprifes 

wtrt 
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were to be feared, on the part of France. This 
was the chef d'oeuvre of the cardinal; and in this 
perhaps his politics were preferable to thofe of 
Richelieu, and Mazarin. When all his projeds 
were ripe for execution, the able mjnifter fud-^ 
denly difplayed his intentions. The manifefto 
of the moft Chriftian king continued to fupport - 
the deep impreflions which the charafter of the 
cardinal, for its juftic^, had made. It contained 
\n fubftance— That it was neither from ihter- 
rited qor ambitious views that the king took up 
arnls^j; that his majefty was fatisfied with poffef- 
fing 'a flourifhing kingdom, and reigning over 
a faithful people, ahfj that it wasi not his inten- 
tion to extend the boundaries of his dominions. 
Confequences have fince demonftrated that 
the love of peace, alone, obliged his majefty to 
accept of Lorrain, and to difcncumber Ggnpany 
of a province wl^ich, in rcajity, had appertained 
to it from time immemorial, but by which it 
was burthened becaufe of its inconvcpicnt and 
infulated fituation. Befide, to eftablifli peace 
on a folid bafis, ip was neceffary that Lorrain 
.fhould be ceded to France j for it might other- 
wife have furniftied frequent fubjefts of difpute; 
and it was ftiU farther neceffary to indemnify 
France, for the cxpences incurred by the war. 
Thcfe drcujpfl^nce§, jvell goAfidered, evidently 

fliew 
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fiiiew. that the mofl Chriftian king entirely ful* 
filled the pofitive engagements into which he 
en^eredj by the publication of his manifeilo* 

If we are attentive to the conduct of Spain> 
we jQiali perceive that the treaty of Vienna ♦ 
(or otherwife the treaty of Succeflton) was not a 
itable a£i; and that the king of Spain^ by re« 

' * Corps Diplom. par Dumoiit. ioiAt VIIL 17^1. Part 
IL page 107. 

Article V. In virtue of the renuncIatioB made by hi* Im- 
jperial majefty, in the ttvo preceding articles^ the Catholic 
king, in return, cedes in his own name* and in that of hit 
heirs and defendants, male and female, all claims, general 
^d partitular, withdut any exception whatever, over and to 
the kingdoms, provinces, and dominion^ whidi his Imperial 
majefty has effedlually pofleiTed in Italy^ or in Flanders, and 
which formerly appertained to the Spdnifl), monarchy ; toiong 
^hich is the manjuifate of Fhial, ceded to the republic of 
Genoa by his Mperial majefty iH 1715, and at prefent duly 
occupied : otl the ful^ed^ df which folemn a6ks orrenuncia- 
lion have beeii ihade out in all form ; which care mfl be taken 
to publifh, and the a6l will be paffed in proper places* which 
(hall be remiitdd to his Imperial majefty, and to the parties 
that are interelled* His Catholic majefty in like manner re* 
Bounces that right of reverfioa, to the crown of Spain, which 
he had referved over the kingdom of Sicily; and to all other 
4 iJontrafts and pretenfioritf, under pretext of which his Impe- 
riltl majefty might be difturbed, or his heirs or fucceflbrs, di* 
redly or indire£lly ; not only in the aforefaid kingdoms ot 
llk^rovinces, but like wife in all other dominions, which he it 
pre&nt poiTefTes in Flanders, Italy, or eUewhere. 

VOL. IV, A a flouncing 
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houncing tha {ucceflion of the provinces, fitu* 
ated in Italy, only renounced tKem till he fhould 
acquire ftrcngth for their recovery. 

I affirm nothing which I am not able to 

prove. The famous treaty of Seville*^ between 

Spain and England^ fufficiently difcovers the 

. intentions 

♦ Extradfrom the Treaty of Senile, concluded bctviseeii 
the moft Chriftian king and their Britannic and Catholic ma* 
jeflies. Not* 9, 1729, 

Thii treaty, which the Englifh call the fottstain of their 
tears, and which confiiU of twelve articles, with two fecret 
articles*— > 

X. Confirms the preceding treaties^ and contains an am- 
neiiy for both parties* 

2. Regulates the contiagencies of the reciprocal fuccour« 
in men, ihips, and money. 

^. Infringes the treaty of Vienna, concluded in 1725, be- 
tween the emperor and Spain. 

4* Preferres the trade of France and England, as well in 
Europe as in the Indies, on its former footings 

5* Promifes reparation for damages, fuftained by the con* 
{racing parties. 

. is. Ordains a commiflion, and the nomination of commif- 
&ries, to examine the loflef and damages which the parties 
bad fufiered. 

7. Speaks of the commiffaries of France, that were to 
make iimilar refearches. 

8. Prefcribes the duration of that commliEon ; that Is, con- 
fines it to three year*. 

The article tp be noted as the moft remarkable. Is In the 
following terms : 

«* The 
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intentions c^ Spain, and evidently proves that 

all the conquefts from Italy arc but the confe- 

' quence of thofe invariable principles which, that 

'< The introducidg of garrl&iis iuto the places of Leghorn^ 
** Porto Ferraio^ Parma> and^Placcnza, to the number of 
** fix thon&nd men of his Catholic majefty's troops and in 
** his pay, fhall be effeftuated without lofs of time J which 
** troops (hall ferve for the better fefcuring and preftnriD^ 
^ of the immediate fucceilion of the faid i^ates, in &vour 
** of the moil fefeae infante don Carios, and to be ready to 
** withftaild any eaterprife and oppofition which might 
•* be formed, to the prejudice of wh?t has been regulatedf 
** touching the faid fucceffion*" 
lO. The condud which the faid troops are to obferrc ig 

thcfe fortrefles^ is prefpribed* 

xi^ Makes the king of Spain premife to withdraw hit 

troops as foon as all things ihall Le reduced to order and tran* 

quillity. 

12. Contains th^ guarantee of the faid ftate»to the infante 

don Carles, with which the Englifh have been fo much re^ 

preached. 

I}. Refers to the private agreeipent which was to be made 

between the contracting parties, relative to the maintenance 

of the faid gan:ifon8» 

14^ Invites their High Mightinefies^ the States General| 

to accede t© the treaty* 
The two Xecret articles explaining the advantages of the 

trade of the EngUfli in the Weft Indies, and particularly the^ 

famous Aiiento treaty* Signed 

W. Stanhope, Brancas. Marq. de la Paz# . 

at prcfent Lord Harrington. Don Jofeph Patinho. 
B. Keene. 

A a 2 crown 
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crown regards as the bafis of its politics. Let it 
not be fuppofed that the treaty of Seville is here 
wrdded^ to ferve a purpofc : a few confidera- 
tions will clearly (hew^ as through a tranfparenc 
veil^ the intentions of Spain. 

The policy of invafion affumes it as a princi- 
ple that the firft ftep toward the conqueft of a 
country is to obtain footing in it ; and this is the 
greateft difficulty. What follows is decided by 
the fate of war. and the laws of force. 

Under what pretence could Spain have intro- . 
duced troops into Italy^ had not an opportunity 
been afforded h^ the treaty of Seville? How 
might (he^ without troops^ have thought on the 
conqueft of the Milanefe, the province of Man- 
tua, and the kingdom of Naples and of Sicily ? 
It was therefore requifite to obtain this footing in 
the country, to have troops there, and to aug- 
ment them as occafion (hould ferve. Places 
were in like manner neceffaiy to form maga- 
zines ; whichneceffity the treaty of Seville fup- 
pofes to be indifpenfable. Spain therefore 
deeply relieved on its own interefts, when mak- 
ing this treaty, and it may be perceived her de- 
iigns were not fo bounded as they may perhaps 
have been imagined. For this reafdn, when 
fpeaking of the condudt of Spain, it would not 

have 
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have been right for me to p^s jov^r the treaty 
of Seville in filcnce. 

At prefent, I have to devclope the eonduft of 
the Imperial court. It cannot but be remarked 
that this court placed great confidence in its own 
ftrength, relative to the affairs of Poland) 
though Ihe indeed wiQied to aflume the fern* 
blance of not. interfering*. Ir like manner^ 
the infupportable haughtineft with which (he 
afreded to treat, not only her inferiors, but, 
her equals mud: have been remarked. It muft 
eafily have been difcovered that the end of her 
policy was the eftablifhment of defpotifm, and 
the fovereignty of the houfe of Auilria throughf 
out the empire; a thing not very eafy in itfelf, 
confidering the power of feveral of the elc&ors, 
who will not readily be fubjedted. Imbued 
however with fupcrftitious prejudices, and en- 
couraged by ra(h pride, the houfe of Auftria 

* It is notorious that the minifters of the emperor coi»» 
liAttally a£ked in concert witH thofe of RuflU -, fhnt be kc^t 
g body^f fev^pt^en thouiknd max encamped on the fyontieit 
of Poland; that he had corrupted prince Lubomirflty, who 
is called the bodtcd prince, and who was the author of the 
fciffion of thofe who paffcd from Warfiiw t^ a viBage named 
Prague; and it was at the inftigation pf the f^erprthat 
|he Ruffian troops cntesed Poland. 

A ^ 3 has 
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has always cndcavouredtcwiccuftom thefovtrcign 
princes of Germany to fupportics yoke* The 
ihiniftry labour according to this plan, which 
is iranfmitted to the fucceflbrs of the empire ; 
who, as ignorant as they arc fuperftitious, vainly 
flatter their hopes .by ambitious chimeras, the 
injiifticc of which ought to render them de- 
tefted- 

\ We have no need to go back to the tiscnes of 
the emperors Ferdinand L and Ferdin^.nd II. to 
difcover tdHmomes of- tlie immejifur^le am- 
bition of that court. Four events, whiqh have 
happened in the prefent oge^ afford an excellent 
cononieatary on this fubjt A. 
. -Firft, it is to be xicmarked that the emperor, 
. «inknown to the empire* entered into an alliance 
with the crnprcfs df Ruffia, to place Auguftu* 
III. -on the throne of Polaod* . lU was therefore 
fA that th^.TSfdr tb which that alliance gave 
place (hould be terminated by the emperor, and 
•iK)t by the ttapire* which in no manner parti- 
•cipated in the proceedings of the emperor. It 
has Heveithplefs been feeii j:hat the court of 
Vienna, by its intrigues, 'found fti^ans to maki^ 
the empire take a part in thenar, which diredly 
* concerned none but the emperor and Ruffia; 
Jjy whiclj propeeding the fmperor .m^mfeftly 
. • infringed 
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infringed the fourth article of his capitulation:'^ 
The emperor faas^ in the fecond place, violated 
the fixth article of his capitulation^, by having 
called foreign aid into Germany, contrary to the 

* Art. IV. pag. 32. Conformable to our duty, it is our 
willy in all deliberations which concern the affairs of the em- 
pircy efpecially thofe which are defcribed in the JnJIrumentum 
Pnets^ that the dcAors and princes enjoy the right of fuf- 
' frage^ and that no a& may be undertaken or concluded with^ 
out their frte cdpfentf it is our duty and wifii, during our 
re4gn> to Utc in .peace with the neighbouring Chriftian powers, 
and not to give them pccafion of difpute with the empire. 

* We win avoid- involying the empire in foreign >var8; we will 

* wholly abftain from all aid, the refult of which might be dif- 
)tdvant2agtio08 to the empire ; from all difputes and war8> both 
within and without the empire^ under every pretext whatever, 
unlefs fuch Aould be begun with the confent of- the eledors, 
princes, andftates, given in general diet, or with the acquiefr 
cence of the ele£lors. 

f Art. VI. pag. 41. And, in quality of emperor, eleAed 
king of the Romans, ra whatever relates to the afEairs of the 
" empire, previous to our having obtained the confent of the 
dedors, "princes, or ilatcs,^ in full diet, as the intercft of the 
ilate fometip^es requires celerity and hafte, it (hall be o\ir 
duty and oar will t6 obtain fuch confent, a{ a time to be 
fpedfied, and m the c611eg?al affembly, and not by individual 
declarations, tin a general diet can be afTembled, accordfn^ as 
is the praiftiee in other affairs w4iich relatp to the fafety of 
the empire. Should we happen to make 'any alliance that 
(hall relate to pur own provinces, fuch alliance ihall not be pf 
any prejudice to the empire ; nor fhall it be in contradi6li3n 
to the contents of the /r^r«;»«7/ttm Ptf^/V. 

A a. 4 fuhda- 
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fundamental laws of the empire; the emprefs of 
Ruffia having fent a body often thoufand men 
on the Rhine. 

We (hall, in the third place^ perceive that the 
treaty begun with France, and the prelimmaries 
of which were iigned^ without the confirmation 
of the empire, is an infraftion of and prcju* 
dicial to the fixth article of the Imperial capitu- 
lation*. 

The emperor has, in the fourth place, tranf- 
greifed againft the tenth article of his capitu* 
lation-f-, for he alienated the dutchy of Lorrain^ 
which being a fief of the empjrc could not, ac« 
cording to the fundamental conftitutions of the 
empire, be feparated, or cut off, from the 
. Germanic body, without the formal confent of 
the diet and the dates. 

* Se(e the ponclufion of the preceding note. 

f Art. X» pag. 59^ It (hall farther be our duty and osir 
wi]l| neither to be^ow^ barter, alieaatey nor moleft by taxi^s, 
any )an48 that app(ert«un tp the empire, without the will a^d 
eonfept of the eU^r?^ prince^, and itates. It (hall be our 
d^y anjd pur will to dp^& ffrom whatever might give occaiion 
to an exemption^ pr retrenchment, of any part or parts of 
the empire ; particuUrly, wfs linll abftain from all exorbi- 
tant privileges, or immunities; and on the contrary care* 
lulLy apply ourfelires again to acquire, and afterward to pre- . 
ferve, the principalities pledged^ or alienated ; and the lands 
which are either confifpatedi or illegally fallen under foreign 
ion. 

The 
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• The emperor may farther be reproached with 
having declared War againft the Turks^ and with 
having demanded fubiidies from the empire, 
for the fupport of that war. But this would lead 
me to be too circumftantial, and I have reflec- 
tions of greater importance to make. 

We have thus far judged of caufes by their 
effeds; it remains for us to judge of eff^Gts, 
fuch as are to be expeifted^ from the caufes 
vhich may be forefeen. 

It will not be neceffary to meafure the depths 
cf political fecrefy, and with profane eyes to 
penetrate the fanftuaries of minifters; but it will 
be requifite to obferve the different paths thofe 
minifters purfue, to arrive at the goal. Nothing 
can better teach us the tharaftcrs of courts than 
remarks, made on the variou)^ modes withwhi<^h 
tfieir policy afts on the fame fubjeds; their paf^ 
fions, their fubtleties, their arts, their vices, and 
dieir good qualities will thus be all difcovered. 

Properly to judge of the minifters of the em- 
peror and of France, let us compare their con- 
duft, and obferve the different routes each have 
taken, in what relates to the affairs of Poland ; 
we there (hall perceive the tokens of manners 
(or fyftem) which will not be of fmall utility, to 
thofe great men who know how to employ them 
• cffeftually. 

According 
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According to the alliance which he had con- 
cluded with Rviffia, the emperor was to place the^ 
,. crown of Poland on the head of Auguftus, elec- 
,tor of Saxony, nor qould he ims^ine any better 
-means to. accomplilh his purpofe than thofe 
which force affords. He kept his armies on the 
confines of Poland, while the Riiffian troops in- 
vaded the territories of the republic^ and ap- 
proached within a fmall difiknce of Warfaw. 
Thus violence was fuppofed, at Vienna, to be 
• d>c only means by which Auguftus might be 
ieated on the throne of the Sarmatians. 

The French miniftry, more humane and 
more artful, thought differently, and employed 
only the feduflive power of gold to raife Stanif- 
laus to the fovercignty. The cmperor-s ambaf- 
fidoratWarfaw vented threats; theembaflador 
of France employed only .flattery and careffos^ 
The one endeavoured to intimidate the mind ; 
the other attempted to win the heart. Like an 
enraged lion, the one fell upon his prey; the 
. other. Siren like, charmed all who approached 
. by the fweetnefs of his voice. In fine, France 
by artifice and intrigue fubducd the affedions ; 
while the cowards all were terrified by the Im- 
perialifts. But as, in Poland, the number of 
tbf timid is infinitely^grcater thaa that of thofe 

who 
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tffho are fuperior to fear, it is not aftonifhing 
that Scaniflaus 'was not fupported on the throne. 

.'Let us not 'howeter ftand.too much in drcji^ 
^ thpfe who only execute their projeas by 
fuch means as haughtinefs, and the fpirit of 
pride diftate. They injure theft- own caufe by 
rendering themfelves odious. Their violence 
is an antidote that expels the ^poifon which tlicir 
ambitious purpofes labour to infufe. Rather 
let us beware of thofe who, by their fccrct prac- 
tices, their winning manners, and their affecled 
gentlenefs, endeavour to enilave us. They do 
but cafl. a hook ^l^e barb of which is concealed 
by the feduAive bait, and which by captivating 
deceives, whenever oilr prudence fuffers itfelf 
to be caught. . 

As it is certain there dre reafons for the e±- 

iftence of all things, and that the caufe of events 

is difcovered in othpr events by which they wefe 

preceded, it therefore follows that each political 

fad is but the confequcnce of a former political 

' fadt, and by which it may be fiid its birth wa^pre- 

. pared. According to this fyftem, let us endea- 

vour to foretel, frofti recent events, and the vaft 

projedls of the courts of Vienna ahd Verfailles, 

.what (hall, be the confequences of the ftrid 

pnjon of the moft powerful mpnarchs of Europe. 

* ' • ' ' - It 
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It is evident that the views of the Imperial 
court tend to render the empire hereditary, and 
to entail it on the houfe of Auftria. For this 
purpofe fbe founded the Pragmatic fandHon, 
ibliciced all the princes of Germany, inferted 
an article in the pacification, and has concluded 
an infinity of particular treaties. So true it is 
that the houfe of Au{lria wifhes, in time, to de-^ 
prive the empire of the right of eleftion, to con- 
firm its defcendants in arbitrary power, and to 
change the democratical government of Ger- 
many, which has been fnch from time imme- 
morial, into a monarchy. The fyftem of the 
Imperial ijiiniftry being thus fimple, it is not 
difEcult to exhibit it in its true colours. But 
that of the court of VerfaiUes is mor? intricate, 
and will require to b? confid^red more at lengdi, 
more circvimilantially. 

It is an iinlhaken principle among kings to 
aggrandife themfelves as much as their pow^r 
will permit; and, though fuch aggrandifement 
muft be fubjeft to different modifications, and 
infinitely varied according to th? fituarion of 
provinces, the power of neighbouring flates, 
or fortimate opportunities, the principle is not 
the lefs uncliangeable, and is never abandone4 
J>y Jtjionarchs. Their prctcnde4 fame is a par; 
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of this fyftem. In a word^ it i» necefikry they 
Ihould increafe in greatnefs, 

France is bounded* on the weft by the Pyre* 
necsy which feparate it from Spain, and which 
form a kind of barrier, raifed by the hand of 
nature* She is limited by the ocean on the 
north; and by the Alps and the Mediterranean 
on the fouth; but toward the eaft (he has no 
other boundaries but thofe which modei:ation 
and juftice may prefcribe* Alfatia and Lorrain, 
difmethbered from the empire, have extended 
her domain as far as the Rhine. It were to be 
wiftied that the French monarchy might never 
extend beyond this river ; to attain the (horcs 
of which (he has only the fmall dutchy of ILux^ 
emburg to invade, the little eleftorate of Treves 
to acquire by fomc treaty, the dutchy of Liege, 
by right of convenience, with the barrier towns, 
Flanders, an4 fome few fimilar trifles which muft 
neceflarily be included in fuch a re-union ; nor 
is there any thing wanting to this purpofe ex- 
cept the adminiftration of a mild and moderate 
man, who, if I may be allowed the expreffion, 
modelling hb charadter after the pra&ices of his 
court, and throwing the whole blame of his arts 

* The youth of the author mu£L atoae fpr the untccuracy 
of hitgtographf. T. 

and 
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and inddipus fi^tleties on fubalteiist minKbr^ 
fiiall, (heltered under a rerpe£table appearance, 
bring his purpofcs to a happy iflue. 

France does not ad with precipitation. Con** 
(lantly attached to her pkui, (he waits its com- 
pletion from tircumftances. It may be faid 
that conqueft muft come unbidden^ and prefeat 
itfelf to her. Whatever is ftudied in her pro- ' 
jeft (he conceals; and were we to judge by ap- 
pearances we fhould imagine that fortune has 
taken this nation under her particular proteftion. 
Let us not deceive ourfelves ; fortune and 
chance are words without fignification ; the 
aftual good fortune of France is her penetration, 
the forefight of her minifters, and the excellence 
of her meafurcs. * 

Let us remark with what afliduity the cardinal 
undertakes to mediate between the emperor and 
the Turk* The emperor, in return for the fer- 
vice rendered him, cannot do Icfs than cede hi* 
claims over the province of Luxemburg to 
Louis XV. According to all appearances^ thi^ 
dutchy muft be one of the firft acquifitlons which 
(hall follow the ceflion of Lorrain ; for, asFr^cc 
has been refpeftful in all things that related to 
the arrangements the emperor thought proper 
to mai;e, juftice will feem to require a fimilar 
fcfpcift, on the J>art of the emperor, for the ar- 
rangements 
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rangements of France. This is no. more than 
the traffic of gratitude, which the politics of 
thefe fovereigns render fubfervient to their 
grandeur. 

With refped to other countries which France 
may conquer, it will be a prudent part not to 
be in too much hafte, that (he majr^ the better 
confirm htrfelf in former conquefts, and not 
alarm her neighbours. The din of too much 
fuccefs might awaken the maritime powers, that 
are at prefent numbering in the arms of fecurity, 
and the bofom of indolence* 

I can perceive projefts more grand, more com- 
prehenfive, than thofe of which I have fpoken, 
which may conftitute a farther part of the fyftem 
of France; and th^e moment which providence 
has indicated for the execution of thofe vaft 
defigns feenis to be that of the deceafe of his 
Imperial majefty. What time can be more 
proper to give law to Europe ? What circum- 
ftances more favourable under which every thing 
may be rifked ? 

The eleftors are all at prefent difunited by 
their divided interefts; fome feeking for per- 
gonal advantages will throw themfelves into the 
arms of France, and facrifice the general good; 
others will difpute among themfelves for the. 
empire; a third party will ruin, themfelves to 
7 obtain 
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obtain the fucceflion of his provinces^ and' 
others again, inflated -by hopes to which gi:an4 
alliances will give birth^ will fpread the flames 
of war^ incite troubles and confulion, while thofe 
^ho might oppofe the cliicf force of the com* 
mon enemy will venture nothing, but will abani*' 
don their deftiny to chance. ^ 

By the laft treaty of peace^ France has pledged 
herfelftothe guarantee of the Pragmaric fan6tion# 
She is thus indifpenfably obliged to interfere in 
the affairs of Germany, after the death of the 
emperor, and the proceedings of France will^ 
on that occafion, be rendered much more dan- 
gerous than on any other, becaufe they wifl 
aflume the plaufiblc appearance of juftice, and 
even the violence (lie {hall comnnit will wear th6 
garb of equity. / 

Let us farther remark how tarefully Frahce' 
keeps the maritime powers from participating, 
in the guarantee. Can this be fuppofed to be 
done without a meaning ? Can it be ims^ined 
that fome frivolous caprice of pride was the 
caufe of fuch a proceeding? Or is it poffible to 
perfuade ourfelves that a minifter, who hitherto 
has afforded marks of confummate prudence, in 
the mod trifling affairs, has views fo bounded ? 
Let us do juftice to the policy of the. French; it 
is never fo limited as it may be fuppofed. 

It 
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It is poffible the French were glad hot to dif- 
tUlrb the Englilh miniflry^ who found fufficienc. 
employment in the inteftine quarrds of the king- 
dom. They were equally well pleafed that the 
maritime powers (hould have no part in the 
fecret treaties of the two contrading court^^ In 
order that^ ihould the Auftrian fucceffion here- 
after excite difputes» thefe powers may have no 
pretence whatever to interfere in the troubles of 

Germany. 

iPrccautions are carried ftill farther; ftibfidies 

are paid to the courts of Sweden and Denmark r 

either to keep them inaftive, or to put them in 

a condition of pppofijftg luch as (hould defire to 

take meafures inimical to the deligns^ and regu^ 

latloiis, of the court of France. ' - ' 

' Excellent as the policy of this Court is, it 

muft be confefled that it is equafly fevourdd by 

the concurrence of certain circumftances. All 

jhofe princes whofe power and grandeur might 

give umbrage are in a ftate of dilfuhion.' Fran* 

has only to, blow up, and not to fuffer theen>» 

' bers of difqord to be extinguiftied. She has it 
prcfent ftill infinitely greater advantage, for (he 

'meets with no opponent whofe depth of mind> 

boldnefs,*^ and abilities, can be dangerous to her. 

For thi? reaiba fk9 vrill acquire lefs gbry than 

voL/iVp'-* ' • B^b is 
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is afSgticd to the names of Henry IV. and LoniS 
XIV. 

What would Richelieu, what would Mazarin 
lay> were they at prefcnt to rife from the dead? 
They would be highly aftoniftied no longer to 
find a Philip III. and IV. in Spain ; no Crom-f 
wel, no William of Naffau in England ; no 
pri^icc of Orange in Holland; ho emperor Fer- 
dinand in Germany; and very few true Ger- 
mans ip the holy Roman entire; no Innocent 
IL at £xxne; no Tilly^ no Montecuculij no 
Marlborough^^ no Eugene^ at the head of the 
armies of the enemy; in fine^ to fee fo general 
a debiEty among all thofe to whom the defliny 
of man b confided* in peace and war: nor 
would they wonder ^wene any one to vanquilhji 
and deceive^ the fucceflbrs of thefe great men. 

The French were formerly obliged to combat 
4dl Europe^ leagued and confpiring againft them^ 
«id to their valour alone were they indebte^ 
ibr their conque(ls« At prefent they owe their 
greateft fuccefs to negotiation^ and muff attri^ 
bute the triumphant career of their profperity 
lefs to their own ftrength than to the weaknef3( 
of their foes. There is no better way «f obtaia- 
iog a juft and exad idea> of fuch events as hap* 
^n among men^ than that of judging by coni- 

paiifon; 
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{mrifont of felediag Inuunples^froln h^ry; of 
drawing a iMtfailci bi^een them and fads of 
die fMr^efeftC ^y, fo as to remairk their cortnec* 
lioii and iSmilarit^/ Noddog is inpre Worthy 
i^^huQEiiairi reaf(^9 ttAre idlkudivi?; or oiore ea« 
j^blc of incre^ng our knaWkdge. 

The mmd of man is the fttae in 4U countries 
and in aU ages. They havd nearly the (aiaft 
{>a0ittass thebr kidis^dons (caitefy differ in any 
thing. They iare ibmedmes mbre or tek fun« 
ousy sibcotding as die wretched daemon tti am- 
hitibn and ihjdHce infbfes into them his infec* 
iious and boatagtous breath. Geitaih epochs^ 
SjiXid diftingiiiflied becaufe^ diufing them> the 
^aflioid of men have biien more agitated^ an4 
often reArarded« Such ii that of theconquefts 
of Cyrds-at the heid of the Feriianst the bat* 
ties of Si^mis andPktsea among the Greeks^ 
the ^eighs of Philip aiid of Alexandet the Ol-eat* 
over the Macedonians; the civil wars of Syila; 
the trhimVirate; the reigns of Auguftus and of 
^e fiii^ C^ars^ amohg the Romans^ 

In a word^ the loveif of the arts and the ragt 
of war have patfed froin country to country^ mA 
have always produced the fiune effefts, where- 
ftver they have taken up their abode. Thtrtt^ 
fon of this is evident. The mind of man, and 
the paffions by whi<;h he is govcrnp^i ir^tver 

Bb2 'mf- 
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the fame. Hfcncc neccflarily the fame effeSs 
muft be produced. All 1 have faid of arts and 
of war is ftill more ttiit with refpeft to the poli- 
tics of great monirchs^ which have continuallf 
been the fame. It has been their conftant fun^ 
damental principle to invade, in order to ag- 
grandife; and their wifdom has ever coniifted 
in anticipating the arts of their enemies^ and in 
contending who among themfelves (faall be the 
mod fubtlc. 

Let us at prefent examine the proceedings of 
Philip of Macedon^ toward the Greeks; and 
try whether we cannot difcover, in them, fome 
traits of French politics. Let.us afterward take 
a retrofpeft of fome of the events of the Roman 
hiftory ; and the reader will then be aUe to fay 
whether he cannot perceive^ I will not (ay a re<* 
fcmblance, but a perfed conformity , between the ' 
tranfaftions that have lately happened in Europe 
and thofe at which we have glanced. The re- 
public of the Greeks was only fupported by the 
ftrid union in which the various litde republics 
Were conneded. The cities of Lacedemon and 
Athens were however diftinguifhcd above all the 
others. It was they who gave life to the ddi* 
bcrations^ and the great things which were put 
in execution; and on them the little republics 
were no more than dependent. Had Philip 'at* 
^ ' . . tacked 
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tftcked the entire league, he would have met 
wi^h formidable enemies, by whom he would 
not only h^e been refiftc^ but who might 
have rendered even his own ftates thg ^eatre 
9f war. How did the politics of thh prince aft 
to yanquiflb the whole republic ? He fow^fd dif* 
ynion and jealoufy among the inferior allied 
cides; he ftrengthened difcpr4> corrupted their 
orators, took part with the feeble that he might 
fupport them againft t^e ftrong, and, havii^^ 
l(Lumbled the latter, the former were foon at hij^ 
ijiercy, 

How do the politics of France proceed, to 
obtain univerfal monarchy ? Do we ijiot foe with 
yhat art (he fcatters divifion amoiig the princes 
of the empire ; with what addrefs (he gains the 
friend(hip of the monarchs ^f whom (he ftands 
tnoft in need; and .with wha( fub(le cunning (he 
fupports the interefts of pf tty princes againft the 
more puiffant ? Who cao but admire the man- 
ner in which (lie has aded to Tap the force of 
th^ xnaritinie powers; the feafonable art with 
which (he intimidates them; and with what 
complaifant cunning (he amufes them about 
trifles, while (he herfelf js ftrikipg great ftrokes? 
Let us alfo, at the f^me time, obferve how moiit 
of the princes of Europe, equally infen(ible wi^h 
;h? Greejts, plu^nged i^i lethargic fecyr^y, peg- 
Bb3 M 
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left to reunite tn4 jo^i their neighboim^, tn 
prevent certain misfortune^ and infallible nan« 

Let us again take a moments^ view itf &e 
artfbl manner in which the Freneh attraft the 
attention of the northern powers by fubfidiesj 
thus as it were to leavQ thofe who have not ohr 
taincd any to their own. peril, fndfben judge 
whether futh politico do not affimilate with and 
ferm 4 part of {he fyftem of Philip pf Macedon. 
Permit me to carry the comparifon fBll further^ 
we (hall perceive that the biftorj of Philip will 
furnilh more than one event conformable to 
thofe of the prcfcnt times, and worthy of the 
politics of Verfailles, 

The king of Macedon had preyiouHy gaine<^ 
fiieThebansj Olynthians, and Meflenians. He 
afterward induced the Athenians, who were en* 
ieebled, and little capable of reiifting him, to 
cede {he cities of Amphipolis and Potidca, which 
fcrycd hin^ as barriers. Being in pofle^cxi of 
Phocis and the ftrait^ of Thermopylse, he held 
is it were the key of Greece, and it was eafy foi; 
him to attack wl^encver he Ihould find attac^ 
convenient to his interests. 

The hiftory of France fypplies an example 
which it is impoffiblc to read, withqu? recoUcA-r 
{ngthc trait of ancient hiftory which I have juft 
cited, ' I fcarccly need fay I aUud? to the ac- 

guifition 
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jimfidonof Alfadaan4Straflnij^. Thofeplaces, 
cut ofTfrom Germany, were formerly the ftraits 
of.Thcrmopyte, or a kind of bulwark, and Lor* 
rain, which lias fo lately^ been invaded, in fitu« 
«tipn correlponds to the coiintry c£ Phocis. 

A manner of invading which fo much refem- 
bles that of king Philip, to me feems with fuffi- 
^ient evidence to difcover a perfect conformity 
of plan. Philip did not jfix his boundaries at the 
ftraits of Therinopyls, he foon pafled beyond 
(hem. I recoiled what a fage f^d, on fuch an 
occalion, to a Sing of Epirus, at feeing the im* 
mcnfe preparations whtch were made for war. 
*^ Wherefore," he aiked the prince, ** are you 
^f Gollcfting all thefe arms, and. this t>aggage ?" 
^ For ^he cowqueJl of Italy,* replied Pyrrhus.— 
** An^di having conquered Italy, where are we 
f * to go next ?** — * My good Cyneas, we wiU 

* then make outfelves matters of Sicily; after 
^ which nothing but a fair wind will be wanting 

* and Carthage (hall "be ours; we will next crofs 

* the Lybian deferts, Arabia and Egypt will be 

* unable to/efift us, and Perfia and Greece (hall 
« in like manner be fubjefted/ The projeft of 
this prince was no Icfs than tfiat of eflablilhing 
his dominion over the whole earth. Mis Ian* 
guage w^s the language of ambition, ^nd am- 

B b' 4 ^'^tph 
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bition continually ads and thinks alike.— r~I 
ihall add nothing more. 

With rcfpeft to the Greeks, they confidered 
the progrcfs of Philip in a fuperficial manner^ 
«nd Very fooliflily imagined that the death of 
the king would rid them of a dangerous enemy, 
from whom they had every thing to fear. This 
is precifely the language which is at prefent held 
in Europe. Men flatter themfelves that the 
death of an abje French politician will put an 
end to French policy, and that the miniftet who 
(iiall fucceed him will neither have the fame 
views nor the fame plans: in fine they amufe 
themfelves with trifling hopes, which ufually arc 
the confoUtion of fceble minds, and men of in- 
ferior genius. 

Permit me here to cite the manner iii which 
Pcmofthcncs reproached the Athenians, in his 
firft Philippic. — " Philip is dead, fays one. No, 
**>pfwers another^ but he js fick. And what 
is it to you whether he live or whether he 
die ? Though hf fliquld be no more, Athe- 
f • nians, ypu would foon raifc up another Phi- 
f ' lip, if you (do not change your conduft j for 
^* Pl^p is become what he is, not fo much 
«* from his own force as^ from your negli* 
•tjgeiice-?'' 

I have 
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' I have ftill fome refleftions to make, on points 
!n which the conduft of the Romans was perr 
feaiy correfpondcnt to that of our modern Kor 
mans ; I mean the French. Let us confider the 
cxtreiinc attention with which the Romans intcr-» 
fered, in the aiFairs of the whole earth ; they 
even affefted to decide on all the difputes of 
princes; Rome was the tribunal of the world j 
and monarchs acknowledged, I know not how, 
fee fovereignty of that tribunal ; they laid their 
taufes before the Roman people, who of all peo- 
ple were the moft powerful and the moft proud^ 
The fenate, accuftomed finally to determine oa 
the fortunes of princes, crefted itfelf the arbi- 
trator of their yarjous difputes^ By thefe means 
it was that they made thexnfelves mafters of 
Greece, and acquired the inheritance of Eumenes, 
king of Perg^mus'; and this was the method by 
which Egypt was reduced to a Roman province. 

We foon fhall fee that France has donp the 
fame. Nay Louis XIV. dared to cffed what the 
Romians never could accomplilh; he inftituted 
a tribunal of reunion; which, pretending to 
ftarch into ancient dependence, reduced whde 
provinces under his yoke. 

It is now time to fpeak of the ttcceffion of 

Charles H. laft king of Spain ; and of the will 

which- was fub(tituted> or mptila(e^, by which 
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the French blood royal hss encaxttdhed upon ttlQ 
rights of that of Spain; of the intrigiaes by wiuch 
France has endeavoured to reanimate liie {wrty 
of the pretender in Englaod, and makp this 
prince king q{ Great Bntwi : and^ that we txjay 
allege more recent examples^ let us recoUe^ 
the fending of don Carlos into Italy, and the 
proceedtni^ of France in the trotibles of Poland* 

I might furdier cite the right of arbitrating, 
which France has arrogated to herfelf^ in the 
difputcs, relative to Juliers and Berg, that have 
arifen between the king of Pruffia and the pala- 
tine of Sulzbach, which Affair would properly 
have aifeded the empire ofiily, had not the moft 
Chriftian king fpund a pretence for interference, 
in the peace of Weftphalla. In the note below, 
all which is mentioned on the fubjeft, in this 
treaty of peace, may be feenV 

Even in the difputes of the city of Geneva 
France has made herfelf a party; and, whether 
from corrupt or other motives, the citizens of 
Geneva Iiave thrown themfelves into her an»s. 

* Art, IV. ©f Ac peace of Wel^Iialb, f 7» 
And, 9$ the focceffion of JuUers mty ia prooeftof tune ex<^ 
cite great troubles in the empircy between tl^e perCms inter- 
cfted, if they «re not prevented, it is agreed that, after the 
■peace, an accommodation of the caufe (hall be cffcded> by the- 
tifual means, before his Imperial majefty, or by friendly ^gKe* 
ment> or by fome ether l^al vay, as £Doa as poi&blie* 
; . 4 Neither 



^ovsi^iitATiovs OH f otmcs. 379 

l^either will th9 war whick the emperor is amt 
liiaking in Hungary be concluded widiout hear>* 
ing mention made of Fiance ; and the Corficans 
will very foon leam what their fate is to be from 
thefe (ame Prench. In fine, if differences ariie^ 
they are teni\inated by France, Is war to ht 
m^e ; France becomes a party in it. Are ar* 
tidies of peace to be drawn up j Fiunce impofes 
laws, and ere£U h^rfelf the fiDvereign arbitreft 
pf the earth. 

. Such jare the fafts which I have im^ncd are 
par^iel to thofe I h^ve (ele^edfrom the Roman 
hiftory. I cic^ thi^m impartially, and without 
being aftuated t^y any other m^otive than that of 
jhe love of truth. 

I fhall only ad4 a fiingle remark^ which wiU 
jelate to the confomxity of genius to be foudd 
bctwee|i the Ron^ and French negotiators* 
When France ha; attaii^ed a certain purpofe, 
and lias ^o more need to obferve a refpedlful 
conduct, we c^not but remark, in her negotia- 
tors, an extreme hanghtinefs and arrogance* 
Supple when they feek the affiftance of kings, 
and infupportdble in their pride, when the affifl* 
ance of thefe kings is no more conducive to 
their intereft. It is requifite we (hould here re^ 
colled the embalTy which the Romans fent to 
Antiochus king of Syria, to prevent him from 

attackiiig 
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mttacking Ptolemy and Cleopatra^ who, as fov«- 
Tcigns of Egypt, were the allies of the Romans. 
Fopilius, who was no more than a Roman citi- 
jjen, was. chained with this embaity, and proudly 
demanded a categorical anfwer, from Antiochus, 
to the queftion.that had been pfopofed* The 
king, then at the head of an army, and ready to 
fall Qn Egypt, being aftoniflied by fuch a propo- 
ficion, hefitated concerning a reply. Popiiius, 
with the wand which he held in his hand, traced 
a circle round the king, and commanded him 
to anfwer before he pafled its limits. 

Let us remark the haughty and absolute man- 
ner in which the ambaflador q£ France behaved, 
in the affairs of Geneva. Let us caft a glance 
over the memorial* that M. dc Fcnelon pre- 
fented to the States-General at the Hague, re- 
lative to thefucccflion of Julicrs; let us rccpl- 
left the puerile difpqte "f- between him and the 

- ♦ At the end of the treaty. 

. f Of which what fellows was the origm. 'At a feOiTsI 
Ipiven by the Sutes-Geneis^ the ambafidojrs of France and 
England were prefent, T^t Eqgliih ambaffiidor drank to the 
licalth of the emperor, or to the profperity of the States- 
General. M. de Fenelon a£Srnied it appertained to him to 
^'n)L that health. The quarrel proceeded to great lengthi, 
aid it was called the war of the fide^HNurd* The ftojry is 
^cnera^ly knf>wy« 

Eng% 



£ngliih ambaiTador^ as fmgular as it was novel,: 
concerning a point of precedency; and, from fo 
many fimilar traits, we. (hall be able to difcovcr: 
defigns equally ambitious in the moderns as in^ 
the* ancients, and vieisvs equally exteniive. In 
fine, we (ball perceive an exa<9: correfpondence 
between the condud of France and that of Phi- 
lip of Macedon; as well as between that of 
France and of the Roman republic. *" 

From what has been faid^ it will be eafy to 
perceive that the political body of Europe is in 
a perilous fituatidn. It is deprived of its due 
equilibrium, and' is in a ftate in which it cannot 
long remain, without great rift. The political 
refembles the human body, which can only fiib- 
fift by a mixture of equal quantities of the acid 
and the alcali. Whenever one of thefe two fub- 
ftances predominates, the body is made fenfible 
of it, and the health is confiderably injured : 
(hould tliat fubftiance continue to increafe, it 
may finally caufe the deftni^on of the machine. 
Thus, whenever the policy and prudence of the 
princes of Europe lofe fight of the maintenance 
of a juft balance, between the principal powers, 
it is felt by the conftitution of the whole body- 
politic. Violence on the one fide, weaknefs on 
the other; the defire of invading on the on«j 
and on the other the inability to prevent inva- 

fion» 
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ion. The mod puiflant gives law, and At 
leeble are under the neceiStjr of adding their 
fignature. All finally concur in augmentii]^ 
diforder and confufion. Force ads like an im* 
petuoQs torrent, pafles its bounds, carries everf 
diing with it, and ezpofes t^is unfortunate body* 
politic to the moil fatal revolutions. 

Swh are the confiderations which Ixiefly have 
been furnilhed me by the prefent ftate of Eu* 
tope. Should any power inia^e I have ex* 
gained myfelf mth too much freedtmi, it ought 
to know that the fruit will always partake of tho 
flavour of the tree; and that, l^m in a free 
coiH^try, I may be permitted to fpeak with a 
noble dartngnefs, and a fincerity incapable of 
feigning, a fincerity of which moft men are Fg* 
norant, and which perhaps will appear criminal 
to thofe who» drawing their firft breath in ier* 
vitude, have been educated in flavery. 

After haying given a Iketch of the-condiift 
of the politics of Europe, after having developed 
the fyftcm of its courts, according to the degree 
of information I poffefs, and (hewn the dan- 
gerous confequences of the ambition of fome 
princes^ I will venture to jwrobe the wound of 
this body-politic ftill deeper; I will examine 
the root of the evil, and exert myfelf to difcover 
its moft fecret caufes. Should my reflections 

fortunately 
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Ibrtunately come to die ears of fome princes, 
they wiU there find truths which they never 
would have learned from the mouth of their 
comtttrs^ and their parafiies. Perha|)s they w'A 
even be aftoniihed to perceive fhefe truths 
arranging themfelves round die throne.^ Let 
them be uqght^ therefore^ that their own fkUe 
principles are the moil poijfonous fource of the 
misfortunes o[ Europe. 

The error of the moft of thefc princes is they 
imagine Qod has cxprefsly created, out of par- 
titular attention to their grandeur their feli- 
city and their pride, that multitude of men, 
the profperity of whom is committed to their 
charge; and that their fubjedts are dcftined 
♦nly to be their inftruments, and the minifters 
jof their ungoverned paffions. Whenever firft 
principles are founded in error, the confequei;iccs 
deduced muft continually be vicious. Hence 
their diforderly love of falfe glory ; hence their 
' ardent deflreof invafidn; hence the rigor of the 
taxes vmh which the people are loaded; hence 
the ilothRilnefs of Icings; hence their pride, 
their injuftice, their inhumanity, their tyranny, 
and all the vices by which human nature is de- . 
graded. 

Were princes to rcjeft ijiefe erroneous ideas, 
were they defirous of inquiring into the end of 

their 



their inftitutibn, they would then perceive that 
the rank of which they are fo vain, and their elef«> 
vation> is the work of the people; that the mil* 
lions of men over whom they areto watch did 
not all yield themfelves up the ilaves of an indi- 
viduaj> in order to render him niore formidable 
and more puiflant, and that they did not fubjeft 
themfelves to a fellow citizen to fall the martyrs 
of his caprices, and to be m^de the fport of hi^ 
whims, but that they chofe th^perfon among 
them whom tliey fuppofed the nK)it juft as their 
governor, that he might be to them a father; 
the moil humane, that he might campafiiQ{iate 
and alleviate their misfortunes; the moft valiant, 
that he miglit defend them againA their enemies; 
the moil wife, that he might not infenfibly 
plunge them into ruinous and dcftrudtive wars; 
and, in fine, the man who moft effcftually could 
reprefent the embodied dates, and. in whom fd- 
vereign power might be the fupport of jufti^e 
and tlie laws, and not the initrument of com- 
mitting crimes with impunity, aad. pfexercifii^ 
tyranny. 

This principle being eflablifhed, princes would 
confiftently avoid the two rocks which in all agps 
have occafioned the ruin of empires, and. the 
world's confufion; that i& to fay immeafuiable 
ambition, and cowardly indolenc^* Inftcad of 

ince^Tautly 
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inceflantly -projcaing conquefts, thefc gods of 
the earth would labour only to fecure happinefs 
to their people; would wholly employ them- 
felves to relieve the miferable, and to render 
their government mild and falutary. It is 
neceflary that the benefits they Ihould beftow 
ihould infpire men with a wifti to have been 
born their fubjefts; that a general rivalfhip 
fliould r^ign among them, each endeavouring 
to furpafs the other in bounty and clemency ; 
that they ftiould be convinced the true glory of 
monarchs does not conlift in oppreffing their 
neighbours, nor in augmenting the number of 
their flaves, but in fulfilling the duties of their 
offices, and in perfeftly correfponding to the 
intention of thofe by whom they have been 
clothed with power, and from whom they hold 
fupreme grandeur* 

Yes, fovcreigns ought to remember that ambi-? 
tion and vain glory are vices which are feverely 
puniflied in private pcrfons,. and held in abhor- 
rence when difcovered in a prince. 

Neither would thofe kings who (hould vmceaf-r 
ingly refled on their duties negled to perform 
thofe duties, or hold them to be occupations 
unworthy of their fplendor. They would not 
blindly commit the ^welfare of their people to a 
minifter who might be corrupted, who might 
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be deficient in talentSj and who is gfsnerally 
lefs interefled in the pub]sc welfare than the 
fovereign. 

Princes (hould perfonalLy watch the proceed* 
ings of their neighbours. They (bould apply 
themfelves with eiftreme ^tt^ntion to pe|ietr£ite 
their plans, ^nd anticipate their ent^rprif<?$. 
They (hould take the precautions which gQo4 
alliances afford againft the politics of thofe tur-^ 
bulent fpirits that never ceafe to ipvade^ an4 
that, like the canker, eat into and cqnfijmQ 
whatever they touch. Prudence then wcmld 
firengthen the ties of fri^ndfliip, ^nd the alliancei^ 
which fuch princes ftiould form. Wifdpm would 
be their counf^Uor, and would render the deiig;ns 
of their enemies abortive; they woujd prefer afr 
fiduous application, whi<:h would eyer haye the 
public good for its end, to ^e ^othful aiid 
the voluptuous lives of courts. 

In a word, to lofe prqyinpes is opprobrious 
and ignominious; and to conquer thofe over 
which we have nq legal claun is unjufb and 
criminal rapacity. 



END OF VOL. IV, 



* . < 



/ 



^^ 



•3. 



{ 



i 
i 



THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
RBFBRBNGB DBPARTMBNT 



This book is under i|o iqirounistflnoes to 
teken from the Building 







C^y^ CC: .. 





i, 



IJJJI^. 







